
 
 

February 21, 2021     -     “The Power of a Picnic”     -     Mark 6:30-44  
 

OPEN 

 
The Oxford Dictionary tells us that a picnic is “an 
occasion when people pack a meal and take it to 
eat outdoors, especially in the countryside.”  What 
is your most memorable picnic?  Of course, 
eating out of doors, al fresco, has such great 
potential!  It can go very well…or it can be a 
disaster due to ants, rain, or other complications.  
Mark 6:30-44 tells us about a picnic like no other! 
 

 

DIG 

 
Last week we considered “A Meteorological Miracle” based on the story of 
Jesus calming the storm in Mark 4:35-41.  Just another thought about storms.  
Please remember that the disciples were following Jesus when the storm came 
unexpectedly.  In Come Ye Apart, Daily Bible Readings in the Life of Christ 
(Thomas Nelson, 1941?), author J. R. Miller tells of a Christian soldier and his 
family who were caught in a storm at sea.  Many passengers were terrified yet 
he remained calm.  When chided by his wife for seeming so unconcerned for 
their family, he drew his sword and pointed it at her heart.  She was not the 
least bit alarmed but looked at him with a smile.  “So why are you not afraid?” 
he asked her.  She replied, “Because it is in the hands of one that loves me.”  
(June 25)  God will keep us through the storm;  or He will rescue us from 
storm.  Either way, we are in His loving arms! 
 
Just like Mark was selective, we are being selective in the sections of Mark that 
we are considering.  For example, we are passing over chapter 5, which 
contains powerful stories of healing and deliverance.  We are also skipping 
the first half of chapter 6, which documents the rejection of Jesus in Nazareth 
and the martyrdom of His cousin, John.  Though Jesus rejected and dejected 
He continued to train His followers.  Decorated Dallas Cowboys coach Tom 
Landry said: “Coaching is making men do what they don’t want, so they can 
become what they want to be.” 

In the miracle of feeding 5000, Jesus was helping those who followed Him to 
be transformed – in two vital ways. 
 
 
THE SETTING 
 
Mark has provided the setting for this miracle in vv. 30-34.  The apostles had 
regathered following their ministry adventures.  Jesus had sent them out “two 
by two” to preach repentance (see vv. 6b-13.  No doubt this was a stretching 
experience for them.  Jesus developed them through obedience not just 
observation.  So, Jesus knew His disciples required rest.  He took them to a 
“solitary place” (v.32).  Matthew 14) and John 6 also indicate this was by boat.  
Luke 9:10 identified the location as near Bethsaida.  All this information 
highlights that this miracle the only one harmonized in each Gospel!  This is 
not just significant because of corroborated details but the way this miracle 
affirms and attests to Jesus divinity and ministry, especially in John 6. 
 
 
THE STORY 
 
Despite being in retreat mode, Jesus was moved by compassion and began to 
teach the crowd which had come by foot (v.33).  Late in the day the need arose 
to feed the crowd.  The first thought of the disciples was to send the crowds 
away so they could buy food (v.36).  Jesus’ answer was, “You give them 
something to eat.” (v.37) They (Philip) resisted because of cost (John 6:7).  
Jesus asked what was available.  There were five (barley) loaves and two fish 
(v.38; Andrew’s answer in John 6:9, “…but how far will they go among so 
many?”).  Jesus then performed a miraculous multiplication (v.44).  What was 
visible, according to Mark, was that Jesus gave thanks, broke the small barley 
loaves (John 6:9), and invited His followers to distribute the food.  What 
amazing foreshadowing of His future feeding of all His followers!  “Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; 
this is my body.’” (Mark 14:22) 
 
 

What does this story teach us about the invitation to follow Jesus?  If we are 
going to follow Jesus in His pattern of service, two changes must take place. 

 
 
ONE:  Transformed from self-interest to the compassion of Christ   
 
Have you heard of the actor on a date?  He droned on about his 
accomplishments on stage and screen.  Finally, he said to his date, “that’s 
enough about me…what do you think of my latest performance?”  We know 
what self-interest sounds like!  How was it displayed by the disciples?  
Naturally, they reported to Jesus “all they had done and taught.” (v.30)  And the 
ministry demands continued!  In His wisdom Jesus pulled His disciples away 
for rest.  Be careful to see the essence of this rest – to be with Jesus (v.31).   
 
 

 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/picnic_1?q=picnic


Had Jesus not pulled the disciples aside, what would have happened?  
Obviously, the disciples would become more physically and emotionally weary.  
More subtly, they could have also grown stronger in their self-interest – an 
inappropriate fixation on their personal ministry contribution. 
 
In contrast, Jesus modeled compassion!  Mark alone recorded Jesus’ concern 
that the crowds were “sheep without a shepherd” (v.34).  If we will be effective 
followers of Jesus, we must move from natural, self-interest to be “compelled 
[controlled] by Christ’s love” – see II Corinthians 5:14.  This means being 
deeply invested in God’s work but not motivated by self-interest.  Jesus 
arranged the miracle to develop compassion in His followers.   
 
Now, what about legitimate weakness when it comes to serving people?  There 
will certainly be times of compassion fatigue.  Consider carefully…this 
actually highlights our natural tendency towards self-motivated ministry.  What 
we need is a whole new compassion – which is only available from Jesus!   
 

Love through me, Love of God 

There is no love in me 

O Fire of love, light Thou the love 

That burns perpetually 
~ Amy Carmichael 

 
Do you feel like your compassion tank is empty?  That is the first step towards 
Jesus will fill us with His care and concern for others.  Amazing!  As Jesus 
cares for our weariness, He awakens us to the needs of others. 
 
 
TWO:  Transformed from self-reliance to the capability of Christ   
 
Do you feel you have little to offer to God?  Even if this is the case, it 
represents the thinking that our service for Him is limited to our talents and 
abilities.  But when God calls us to follow Jesus, He intends to transform us 
into the image of Christ, to serve in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Throughout 
Scripture God multiplies meagre human contributions.  Mark sets this miracle 
in the context of Jesus’ authority over demons, illness, death, and nature. 
 
God can “accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think”. (Ephesians 
3:20 NLT)  Multiplying bread and fish revealed Jesus’ creative power.  If He is 
the Creator we should not be surprised that He created food for 5000 out of 
one lunch.  God wants to rescue us from our self-reliance and produce through 
the capability of Christ.  Do you think you must bring something to Him?  This 
conjures the image of a child making mud pies for his mother! 
 
The is power in this picnic and a lesson in the leftovers (v.43)!  Superficially, 
each disciple had lunch for the next day!  True, Jesus followers “had not 
understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.” (v.52)  And yet in 
His grace Jesus “passed the bread to the multitudes through the hands of the 
disciples.”  (Miller, July 16) 
 

REFLECT 

 
In his extensive study The Training of The Twelve (Kregel,1988) A. B. Bruce 
argues that there was no dire emergency prompting this miracle of 
multiplication.  Bruce writes, “It was meant to teach, and also to test; to supply 
a text for the subsequent sermon.” (124)  In John 6:25 we learn that the crowds 
caught up with Jesus the day after He fed them.  Walking on water in the night 
landed Jesus and His disciples on the other side of the lake.  This set up a 
significant sermon about following Jesus. 
 

• Are you just in it for the bread?   A. B. Bruce extends the baking 
metaphor when he suggests that Jesus was sifting the people.  His goal 
was not just to provide for them but also to prove His followers.  Jesus 
rebuked the crowds for their limited demand for bread.  Read and reflect on 
John 6:26-27. 
 

• Are you a follower or an admirer?  Tragically, all the “hero worship” of 
Jesus did not translate into transformation.  The crowd chased Jesus but 
they were not responding to Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness.”  Jesus offers Himself as Bread of Life.  Read 
and reflect on John 6:35-40. 

 
Have you ever read a Harmony of the Gospels?  This is a Scripture study tool 
that places parallel passages from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John into 
columns for comparison.  Here are some links to harmonies that you could use. 
 
This is a free online copy of an older, more technical harmony by A. T. Robertson 

A Harmony of the Gospels For Students of the Life of Christ 
 

This is an example of a standard, printed harmony that you can order 
NIV Harmony of the Gospels 

 
Johnston M. Cheney and Stanley Ellisen have assembled a unique Gospel harmony 

Jesus Christ: The Greatest Life - A Unique Blending of the Four Gospels 
 

Some Bible apps offer a harmony – here is an example from the Olive Tree Bible App 

 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/36264/36264-h/36264-h.htm
https://www.amazon.ca/Harmony-Four-Gospels-International-Version/dp/080105642X/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=harmony+of+the+gospels&qid=1613586493&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.ca/Jesus-Christ-Greatest-Blending-Gospels/dp/0967986400/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1613586682&sr=8-6
https://www.olivetree.com/blog/using-gospel-harmonies-2/

