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The Supremacy of the Son                         Pastor Tom 
~ Hebrews 1:1-2:4               February 14, 2021 
 

A few years ago, our family had the privilege of going to Prince 

Edward Island.  We looked forward to exploring this place with red dirt 

surrounded by water.  One day, we went on a fishing expedition with 

the kids out on the ocean.   So we set out from the dock and the skipper 

guided the boat out of the harbor.  While he steered, we took in the 

sights.   

He had one of those fish finders radar pieces.  He would find a 

school of fish and stop.  Then everyone would drop their lines over the 

edge to catch some fish.  The first school contained mackerel a long 

thin silvery fish.    Then he moved to another school containing cod.  

They were bigger fish that were kind of yellowy green.  The highlight for 

me were the birds that followed the boat.  They would wait for fish to 

get thrown back in the ocean and then dive to get them.   

Then it was time to head back.  Instead of watching the sights, 

I watched the skipper and his navigation back to the dock.  He brought 

the boat towards the harbor at fairly full speed.  But at a certain point, 

he dropped his speed way down.  He carefully navigated the boat past 

rocks and reefs.  Then he slowly drove the boat into the little harbor and 

back to his place on the dock.   

Now he made it look really easy.  But I noticed how much 

steering he had to do to keep the boat on course.  The current and  

waves required him to constantly correct the boat’s direction.  Through 

his expert steering, we did not miss the harbor entrance nor did we hit 

any rocks.   

That day reminded me why some use sailing on the ocean as a 

picture of life.  Some days are sunny and clear. It’s smooth sailing.  

Other days are rainy and windy.  Storms come up and threaten to 

swamp the boat like storms in life.  Sometimes the fog or the rain can 

hide the shoreline.  So it’s hard for the boat to find the harbor.  

Sometimes we experience fogginess or trials in life and lose our 

bearings.  Just as a boat needs a lighthouse, we need a reference point 

to get back on track.   

Now the skipper on that boat could not just point the boat in the 

general direction of the harbor and assume it would safely arrive.  He 

had to keep his hands on the steering wheel and his eyes on key 

reference points to safely get home.  It’s similar to our journey of life.   

 It is like going out on the ocean every day on a boat to fish and 

to experience the world.  We have a safe harbor in Christ.  He is like a 

lighthouse who shines clearly to help us find our way through life’s 

storms.  If we keep our eyes on him and hands on the steering wheel 
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of our lives, He will guide us safely through the storms and currents of 

life.  But if we take our eyes off of Christ and our hands off the steering 

wheel, we can drift past the safe harbor’s entrance.   Maybe you have 

drifted from Christ.  Something has happened that has taken your eyes 

off of him.  Your life has drifted far from Him.  Maybe you feel like you’re 

starting to drift.  You need to make a course correction.  Or maybe you 

are focused on Christ right now.  Yet you’re tempted to put your boat 

on autopilot.  You might believe nothing could knock you off course.  

Yet drifting or a strong current can suddenly drive us off course.  So 

how can we prevent or correct spiritual drifting from Jesus?    

That’s what we will talk about today.  Last week we looked at 

the first four verses of Hebrews.  We learned about the absolutely 

unique Son of God.  But the author of Hebrews did not write this letter 

to think glorious thoughts about Christ.  He had real concerns about 

real issues in their lives.  Drifting from Christ was one of them.  The 

author will show us the key to prevent drifting in our spiritual lives.  Then 

we will learn how to use this key.  Finally, we will see what a non-drifting 

life looks like.    

So we will start again in Hebrews 1 and read the whole chapter. 

I want to alert you that at first glance, it will seem like this passage has 

nothing to do with drifting from Jesus.  But please stick with me and I’ll 

show you how it applies.  Lord’s Supper. 

 
Hebrews 1:1-14 (ESV)  

1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as 
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 
    and he shall be to me a son”? 

6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God's angels worship him.” 

7 Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 
    and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8 But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
    the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10 And, 
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“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
    and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11 they will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like a garment, 
12 like a robe you will roll them up, 
    like a garment they will be changed.[a] 
But you are the same, 
    and your years will have no end.” 

13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, 

“Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of 
those who are to inherit salvation? 

 Last week, we looked at several qualifications of the Son to sit 

in the highest place of honor and power in the universe.  We barely 

mentioned the last qualification found in verse 4.  It reveals that the Son 

became superior to the angels in position and name.  The word become 

does not mean that at some point the Son was inferior to the angels 

and then later He became superior.  It is more like He was always 

superior to the angels but now He sat in the place exalted above them.     

 From verse 4, the writer goes on to demonstrate the Son’s 

superiority to the angels.  Now I doubt many of you wondered about 

this last night.  I doubt you felt yourself drifting from Christ this past 

week because you thought He was inferior to angels.    

 However, I do want us to notice that angels are a good creation 

of God.  They are His servants and carry out His purposes.  Yet the 

writer thinks it important to demonstrate the Son’s higher status.  Do 

you see this?  We must not let something good become equal or greater 

than the Son’s supremacy in our lives.  I think this helps us see the 

relevance of this passage.   

 If I were to ask you “who is most important in your life Christ or 

the devil?”  Hopefully, you would say Christ.  But say I asked who or 

what holds the most important place in your life; Christ or your family;  

Christ or my love relationship; Christ or your career path or education; 

Christ or your retirement dream?”  Many of those are pretty good things.  

So, if we’re honest, we might say – “They are about the same in 

importance to me.”  There is Christ and my education or work or family.   

 But then do you see the potential for drifting?  If Christ is not 

way above and ultimately supreme over everything in our lives, it’s 

possible that our work, our studies, our relationships and our personal 

preferences become just a bit more important.  Before we know it, our 

eye is no longer on Christ and we’re drifting away.   

 So I think that may be the author’s approach here.  He’s 

comparing something good, like angels with the Son.  The writer 

displays the supremacy of the Son to angels in at least four ways.   

 First, The Son is superior to angels because He has a 

unique relationship with God, the Father.  Verse 5 – For to which of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A1-2%3A4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29959a
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the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten 

you?”  Or again, I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a Son.”    

God never said to an angel, “You are my son.”   

 Second, The Son is superior to angels because angels 

worship Him.  Verse 6 – “And again, when he brings the firstborn into 

the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”  If you are equal 

with another person, it makes no sense to worship them.  We worship 

those greater than us.  Since angels worship God and the Son is God, 

this demonstrates His superiority.  

 Third, The Son is superior because He is eternal while they 

are created.  Verse 7 – Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels 

winds, and his ministers flames of fire.”  Now we can get caught up in 

the cool description of angels.  They are winds and flames of fire.  But 

the key word in this verse is “makes.”  God makes angels.  In fact, God 

through Jesus made angels.  So the creator is superior to the created.   

 Fourth, The Son is superior because He reigns while they 

serve.  Verses 8-14 are all about the reign or rule of the Son compared 

to the ministry and service of the angels.  So in verses 8-9, the Son has 

an eternal reign, a scepter of righteousness and is anointed with the oil 

of gladness above his companions.  In verses 10 - 12, the Son laid the 

foundation of the earth and the heavens are the work of his hands.  He 

remains forever.  One day He will roll up the heavens and earth like a 

garment to be changed.  In verse 13, the Son receives the high honor 

of sitting at the right hand of God.  The Son reigns.  Verse 14, the angels 

minister.  They serve us who believe.  This is a tremendous blessing to 

us.  Yet angels serve underneath the Son who reigns over the universe.   

 So if we take all this in, we find the key to prevent or address 

drifting from Christ.   

So how can we prevent or address spiritual drifting?  We need to 

recapture a vision of the Son as supreme Lord over everything.  

This is the key to prevent spiritual drifting.  We need to ensure we have 

not allowed something else, even something good, to take the supreme 

reference point in our lives.  When we recognize the Son as He is – 

supreme Lord over the universe – everything else falls into its rightful 

place.  We live with the right perspective.  We lean on Him to guide us 

through the strong currents away from Him.  We trust His light through 

the fog.  We keep our eye on  the Supreme Son to ensure a safe journey 

through the rocks.   

 But where does drifting show up in this discussion about the 

Son and angels?  In the next verses.  Hebrews 2:1-4     

Hebrews 2:1-4  (ESV)  

2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, 
lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels 
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proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience 
received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a 
great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested 
to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and 
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to his will. 

 Therefore, in light of the fact that Jesus is supreme over the 

angels – we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard lest 

we drift away from it.  What have we heard? We have heard God speak 

by His Son.  Hebrews 1:1-2 – Long ago, at many times and in many 

ways God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days, 

He has spoken to us by His Son.”  We have heard God speak by His 

Son.  So the key to prevent spiritual drifting is to recapture a vision of 

the Son as supreme Lord over everything.   How do we use the key 

to prevent spiritual drifting?  Hebrews 2:1 tells us how.  “We must 

pay much closer attention to Him.  If we don’t - we will drift away from 

what we have heard.  We shall not escape if we neglect such a great 

salvation.   Notice the force with which the writer expresses his appeal 

in 2:1.  We must not only pay attention.  We must pay much closer 

attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away.  He’s concerned 

that they did not pay enough attention to the Son.  He’s concerned that 

they might drift away.  Friends, if you were to look back over this past 

week, would you say you paid very close attention to the Son?     

How do we pay much closer attention to the Son?  While we 

steer the boat, we keep laser like focus on the Son revealed by 

God’s Word.  So God speaks to us by the Son through the Scriptures 

about the Son.  God speaks to us by demonstrating His glory in creation 

which the Son created. God speaks to us in our spirits by the Holy Spirit 

whom the Son gave after His resurrection.  The Son is our reference 

point to keep us oriented to God.  With our eyes on Him, we learn to 

adjust our lives to counteract the currents and winds that will drive us 

off course.   

Now we might be tempted to think that we don’t face such currents 

or winds.  Yet they can come upon us suddenly and throw us off course.   

What forms might such a current take?  Maybe it’s a watered down 

version of Jesus.  We begin to believe He’s not really God the Son – 

he’s just one among many religious founders.  He’s not completely 

trustworthy.  So we see less need to pay attention to Him.  Some of his 

sayings are good.   

Maybe the current comes from a person close to us turning away 

from Christ.  They reject Jesus’ teaching or Lordship.  They can distract 

us from keeping our focus on Christ.  It’s not impossible but it is much 

more difficult.  It’s like trying to steer a ship into a harbor while someone 

dear to you pulls the steering wheel in a different direction.  Friends, I 
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am saddened to report that I have seen this more often than not in 

young couples where one spouse had a huge focus on Christ and the 

other tolerated the idea to get through the wedding. I see this in young 

couples. But after a year or two or four of marriage, the one less 

focused on Christ became more and more successful in pulling the 

other away.  Sometimes the devoted Christian in the relationship keeps 

the boat on course and their spouse eventually joins. But it’s a great 

struggle that is often fought alone.   

Another current might be an influential or famous person who 

openly rejects Jesus’ teaching or standards. We see them live 

apparently successful lives.  We see that and may think, maybe Jesus 

is being too strict in some areas.   So we may follow that example – that 

current of culture.   

Maybe it’s the subtle proclamation of God-opposed values and 

mocking of Christians we see throughout most of today’s entertainment 

culture and even literature.   We might keep our hands on the steering 

wheel of laser like focus on Christ in our daily lives and overall values.  

But then we take our hands off the steering wheel when we click on the 

TV or surf the web on our devices.   

Trials or hardships come like strong winds to blow us off course.  

Prosperity tempts us to take our hands off the wheel because life is a 

breeze.  All these currents can drive us to rocks that shipwreck us, or 

move us far away from Christ.  But it’s possible to get back on course 

by paying much closer attention to what we have heard – In these last 

days, God speaks by His Son.     

What might it look like to pay close attention to the Son in our 

lives?   

For me, it means I cannot coast in my ministry.  I cannot coast 

in sermon prep.  I can’t just go back and recycle old sermons.  I will 

eventually get stale – and the message of God will get stale.  I need to 

make an effort to remain current and discerning regarding Christian 

thinking and trends. I need to evaluate and personally adjust where 

necessary. Yet I also need to criticize some of the thinking in the 

Christian world/community today.   

 Paying much closer attention to the son means we cannot coast 

on our business practices or ethics once we succeed or arrive.  It 

means we don’t give up putting in the effort to love our spouses.  By 

God’s strength we don’t allow drift to occur in our marriages. It means 

we don’t give up or in to the hard challenges of parenting.  We pray for 

strength to persevere in teaching them self-control.  We teach them to 

live Christianly in a non-Christian world. We pray for wisdom to know 

which battles are the most important.   
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Young people, paying much closer attention to the Son means 

you don’t give in to the “everybody’s doing it” mantra - recreational 

getting drunk on the weekend – drugs; drunk; out of marriage sex, porn.  

If we have fallen – we repent and we don’t settle.  We declare war on 

that sin; we ask for the Spirit’s help to eradicate that sin from our lives.   

In middle age, it means we take up the fight against 

complacency and carelessness.  We fight ingratitude or entitlement.  

Seniors who pay much closer attention to the Son take up the fight 

against bitterness – judgmental – condescension.  It means we 

continue to serve as we are able.  We don’t look down at younger 

people.  We see how we can build them up.    

We might need to reorient our lives in some way to pay much 

closer attention to the Son?  When we keep our hands on the steering 

wheel of our lives and keep our eyes focused on Christ, He will guide 

us home.  He will help us.  He is a certain and true lighthouse who will 

see us home safely.   

Maybe you have been drifting in your life.  Whatever comes 

along you go with.  Whatever others say, you believe.  But you have 

also seen the pain and hopelessness life brings.  You are looking for a 

lighthouse you can trust.  Christ is the certain and sure lighthouse.  Put 

the trust and foundation of your life upon Him.  He will be that beacon 

of light, hope and guidance for whatever you will go through.   Let us 

prepare to respond to what God has said to us by preparing for the 

Lord’s Supper.   

Lord’s Supper 

 

 


