
A different take on marriage.
Ephesians 5:21-33





Importance of 
Marriage



Jean Twenge, iGen

▪ "Here's the irony: most iGen'ers still say they want a relationship, not just a hookup. Two recent 
surveys found that three out of four college students said they'd like to be in a committed, loving 
relationship in the next year- but about the same number believed that their classmates only 
wanted hookups.“

▪ Quoting American Sociologist Lisa Wade, "There's this disconnect between brave narratives 
about what they think they should want and should be doing and what, in a way, they do want." 
As one 19 year old put it, "Everyone wants love and no one wants to admit it.“

▪ "So iGen sees marriage as less mandatory and questions the institutions more, but it's not due to 
some longing for a perpetually promiscuous life."



Ephesians 5
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, 
his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her,



Genesis 3 (NKJV)

“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 
conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;
Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you.”



Genesis 3:16  “Your desire shall be…”

(NKJV) Your desire shall be for your husband, And 
he shall rule over you.

(NIV) Your desire will be for your husband, and he 
will rule over you.

(ESV)Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, 
but he shall rule over you.”



“Desire for” or 
“Desire against” 

Genesis 4
6 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? 
And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you 
do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do 
not do well, sin lies at the door. And its 
desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”



“Desire for” or 
“Desire against” 

Genesis 4
6 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be 
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
lies at the door. And its desire is for you, 
but you should rule over it.”

Song of Solomon 7

I am my beloved’s,
And his desire is toward me.



Ephesians 5
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, 
his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
that she might be holy and without blemish



Ephesians 5
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I 
am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
33 However, let each one of you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband.



"The main point this passage makes about marriage 
is not the distinct roles of husband and wife but 

rather the unity between them, unity as seen in the 
one-flesh-ness of the creation story, unity as 

between a head and a body, unity as between Christ 
and the church." 

- Mark D. Roberts



If you’ve 
missed 
everything 
today…

The Christian view of 
marriage is an invitation 
into the story of Jesus; 
A life of self-giving love 

and a deep 
commitment to seeking 

the good of the other.



Further Resources

▪ Twenge, Jean, iGen: Why Today’s Super-Connected Kids Are Growing Up Less Rebellious, 
More Tolerant, Less Happy- and Completely Unprepared for Adulthood.


