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Revelation Chapter 2 verses 8-29  

1. Outline: Letters to the Seven Churches (Rev. 2-3)  

a. Jesus addresses Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7)  

b. Jesus addresses Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11)  

c. Jesus addresses Pergamum (Rev. 2:12-17)  

d. Jesus addresses Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29)  

e. Jesus addresses Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6)  

f. Jesus addresses Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13)  

g. Jesus addresses Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22) 

 

2. Jesus addresses Smyrna (Rev, 2:8-11) 

a. Context: 

i. Smyrna means bitterness. 

ii. A very prosperous port city. But the seaport had a lot of silt making it 

difficult for ships to enter.  

iii. Second only to Ephesus as an “imperial city.” 

iv. Large Jewish population. 

v. Still a thriving city today named Izmir with population of over 300,000. 

vi. Chief goddess was Cybele and hers was the city’s largest temple. i 

a. The male priest were castrated becoming a third gender – not male 

or female.  

b. Her followers marked a day when they cut themselves and danced 

in a frenzy. 

c. Noted for oracles, where demonic spirits would speak through a 

priestess. 

vii. They had a stadium that seated 20,000 people and was known for a site to 

execute Christians. 
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viii. Polycarp, a disciple of the apostle John and an early “Church father”, was 

martyred in Smyrna in 156 C.E. When he was given a choice to revile Christ 

or be burned at the stake to which he made the famous reply: “Eighty and 

six years have I served him and He never did me any harm; how than can I 

blaspheme my King and my Saviour?" 

ix. Came from the word myrrh. Myrrh is a spice used as a perfume in Israel. It 

gave off a fragrance, but only after it was crushed and beaten did it give off 

its full fragrance.  

x. Smyrna means suffering.  

xi. Timeline View: Dan Goodman writes in his work titled “The Revelation”: ii 

a. The Church in Smyrna represents the next 200 years of History, gives 

us a record of ten Roman Emperors who persecuted the church 

during this time… Nero was the first of those ten wicked emperors 

who brought terrible persecution to the church.  

b. Revelation 2:8-11 (NKJV) “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These 

things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9“I know your 

works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those 

who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of 

those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of 

you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 

faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 “He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the 

second death.” ’ 

c. (v8) “who was dead and came to life.” 

i. Refers to Christ resurrection. 

d. (v9) and poverty… 

i. It may well be that once they became a believer that they had all their 

goods confiscated.  

ii. Another possibility is the influence of guilds. We will discuss this more when 

we study Thyatira.  
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e. (v9) “blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not but are a synagogue of 

Satan.” 

i. Refers to a group of unbelieving Jews who are opposed to the gospel of 

Jesus and followed Jewish mysticism. 

ii. May included those Jews who began participating in the mystery religions.  

a. (we will look at this further in the study on the church at Thyatira) 

iii. Much of the persecution the church faced came from or because of the 

Jewish community.  

iv. Most of the Roman persecution was an effort to appease the Jews.  

v. In Rome’s rule the Jews were exempt from required observances od certain 

aspects of the Roman state religion.  

vi. As Christians were expelled from the synagogues and denounced by Jewish 

leadership, they became a focus of Roman persecution. 

vii. In John’s gospel Jesus addresses the Jews who were opposed to Him  

viii. John 8:43–47 (NKJV) Why do you not understand My speech? Because you 

are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and 

the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and 

the father of it. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 

Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not 

believe Me? 47He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore, you do not 

hear, because you are not of God.”  

ix. This became a separation of Jews by birth and Jews by faith.  

x. In Romans 9:6 we are told that not all who are descended from Israel are 

Israel. In Romans 2:28-29 shows us the difference and defines true Jews is 

based on the Spirit not the letter.  

xi. Those not following the Torah blasphemed against the believers and 

pretended only ‘they’ were the covenant people of God. They were secular 

Jews who do not believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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xii. The synagogue of Satan refers to specific Jewish communities in Smyrna 

and Philadelphia that were persecuting the church… 

f. (v10) Prison, testing, Faithfulness, Death  

i. Prison was a precursor to sentencing and possibly death.  

ii. In the second and third century believers in Rome were fed to the lions 

while multitudes cheered.  

iii. History reports 5 million martyrs during this time.  

iv. Bible tells us often that as believers we will be tested – but it tells us that 

we can and will overcome. The only thing we need to do is stand firm in 

faith and not give into fear.  

v. “The account of the martyrdom of Polycarp, bishop of the church at Smyrna 

in the mid-second century, gives us a glimpse of the kind of threats that 

may have challenged the faith of that church in earlier years. He was told by 

the Roman governor that he would be executed if he did not give a public, 

token acknowledgment to Caesar as Lord. He died for his faith. Some have 

suggested that Polycarp himself may have been one of the readers of this 

letter, since he became bishop of Smyrna in A.D. 115, and that he was 

particularly encouraged by its message before his death. (Beale, 243) iii 

vi. The New Testament Commentary on Revelation tells us: iv 

a. The Christians in Smyrna must be fully aware that they are fighting a 

spiritual war in which they will confront the devil. Hence, they are 

told to be alert, for the devil will incite the authorities so that some 

people of the congregation will be imprisoned with the distinct 

possibility of being put to death. This will strike fear into the hearts 

of believers, who can expect to endure confiscation of property and 

goods, extreme poverty, and slander. But incarceration, at times 

without trial, may result in death.  

g. (v10) Ten Days of suffering…  

i. In Daniel chapter 1 we see that Daniel and his three friends are “tested” for 

ten days by not eating the Kings food but only vegetables.  
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ii. Afterwards their features appeared better and fatter in flesh that all the 

young men who ate the king’s delicacies.   

iii. In Judaism and early Christianity, Daniel and the three friends were 

considered models of the faithful through testing.   

iv. May refer to the 10 successive Roman Emperors from Nero 64 CE to 

Diocletion in the year 305 CE, who persecuted the Believers. 

v. In the Old Covenant, the number 10 also refers to continuous or non-stop 

(Num 14: 22; Neh. 4: 12; Dan 1: 20). 

vi. 10 signifies: Law, Testimony, Judgement, Responsibility, Completeness of 

order, Complete course of time, Completeness in divine order, End of a 

cycle and the start of another cycle. 

h. (v10) Tribulation  

i. We discussed this when we studied Rev. 1:10.  

ii. In the Greek, the term is often translated as persecution, tribulation or 

suffering.  

iii. Jesus teaches that tribulation is part of being His follower (see Matthew 

24:9).  

iv. Paul reminds the church that it must past through many “tribulations” 

before we enter the Kingdom (see Acts 14:22).  

i. (v10) The Crown of life  

i. Is one of the 6 rewards you can achieve one day.  

ii. Refers to the victor’s crown. 

j. (v11) Will not be harmed by the Second Death.  

i. Eternal life is not to those who are passive in their faith, but to those who 

“endure to the end.” 

ii. In Rabbinic teaching, ‘second death’ is a term for the death of the wicked in 

the next world.  

a. Targum Jerusalem on Deuteronomy 33:6 and also the Targumim on 

Jeremiah 51:39, 57, Isaiah 52:14, 65:6 
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iii. In Revelation, this Second Death is identified with the Lake of Fire – the 

place of eternal abandonment and punishment of those unworthy of 

eternal life. 

iv. Rev. 20:6 (NKJV) Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 

resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be 

priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 

v. Rev. 20:13-14 (NKJV) The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death 

and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, 

each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into 

the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

vi. See also Rev. 21:8   

 

3. Jesus addresses Pergamum (2:12-17) 

a. Context: 

i. Pergamos means “marriage” and comes form root word that we get 

“bigamy” and “polygamy”. 

ii. Pergamum is the capital of the region. 

iii. Was a center for emperor worship. 

iv. It had an acropolis with temples dedicated to various gods including Caesar 

and Zeus.  

v. At the top of the acropolis sat a huge altar to Zeus, “the savior.” This altar 

also had images of snakes surrounding it and was known as Satan’s throne. 

a. Interesting fact - This very Altar was shipped out of the Ottoman 

Empire by a German archeological team led by Carl Humann. It was 

then reconstructed in the Pergamon Museum in Berlin in the 19th 

century.  

vi. Patron goddess was Athena and they believed she protected the city. 

vii. It also had the famous temple of the god Asklepios. 

a. Pronounced ɑːskləˈpɪəz 

https://en-audio.howtopronounce.com/16088087615fe479390335e.mp3 

https://en-audio.howtopronounce.com/16088087615fe479390335e.mp3
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b. Son of Apollo (god of healing, truth, and prophecy) and the mortal 

princess Coronis.  

c. The god of healing and “savior,”  

d. Symbolized by a serpent wrapped around a pole.   

viii. Pergamos was the main religious center.  

ix. Library of 200,000 volumes thus they were known as the literary center of 

Asia Minor. 

x. The New Testament Commentary on Revelation tells us: v 

a. For their refusal to compromise, Christians were mocked by Romans 

and others who called them “christiani” and by Jews who labeled 

them “Nazarenes.” They were charged with infidelity to Rome, 

scorned, accused of sedition, persecuted, and killed. In spite of 

persecution and even because of it, the Christian church continued 

to flourish and increase in number. 

xi. Timeline View: Dan Goodman writes in his work titled “The Revelation”: vi 

a. Represents the age 313-950. Pergamos is defined “marriage.” The 

Church united with the state, or the world if you will. The church 

became the state religion. And the political leader, Constantine, 

became also the religious leader. Much of Catholic doctrine stems 

from this age, including the practice of doctrines of Balaam and the 

Nicolaitans.  

b. Rev. 2:12-17 (NKJV) “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and 

where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed 

among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you 

have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 

stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to 

commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will 

fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
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17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white 

stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who 

receives it.” ’ 

c. (v13) Satan’s Throne  

i. Adapted from Beale, (246) vii 

a. Pergamum was also a center of pagan cults of various deities. For 

example: 

b. Cult of Asclepius, the serpent god of healing,  

1 The serpent symbol of Asclepius also became one of the 

emblems of the city. 

c. Zeus, Athene, Demeter, and Dionysus were also gods receiving 

significant cultic attention.  

d. A hill behind Pergamum was the site of many temples. 

e. Among them was the throne-like altar of Zeus, which itself would 

have been sufficient to arouse the thought of the devil’s throne.  

f. Satan works through the ungodly, earthly political power in 

Pergamum to persecute God’s people. 

g. Rev. 13:2 says that Satan gave the “beast” “his throne and great 

authority”. 

h. Rev. 16:10 (NKJV) Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the 

throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and 

they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 11 They blasphemed 

the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did 

not repent of their deeds. 

i. Rev. 20:1-3 NKJV Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 

having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 

He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and 

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into 

the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that 
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he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were 

finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 

d. (v13) Antipas, My faithful martyr (witness)…  

i. Jesus recognized them for remaining steadfast to Jesus name even when 

Antipas became a martyr. The other Christians still did not deny Christ in 

face of potential execution. 

ii. According to Christian tradition:  

a. John the Apostle ordained Antipas as bishop of Pergamon.  

b. Antipas was martyred during the reign of Nero. 

c. After he refused to stop preaching Christ. The enraged pagan priests 

dragged him to the temple of Artemis and threw him into a red-hot 

copper bull, where usually they put the sacrifices to the idols. In the 

red-hot furnace the martyr prayed loudly to God, imploring Him to 

receive his soul and to strengthen the faith of the Christians. He 

went to the Lord peacefully, as if he were going to sleep. 

At night Christians took his body which was untouched by the fire. 

They buried him at Pergamum. viii 

e. (v14) Food sacrificed to idols.  

i. A common practice was to offer sacrifice for the dead and to eat that 

sacrifice to appease  the gods for the afterlife of a loved one.  

ii. God has always condemned this as well as cutting or tattooing for the dead. 

f. (v14) The Teaching of Balaam and Nicolaitans  

i. We discussed the Nicolaitans in lesson 4. 

ii. We see the story of Balaam in the book of Numbers, beginning in chapter 

22.  

a. Balak was king of Moab during the time Israel was taking the 

promised land.  

b. Balak asked the prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites so he could 

defeat them.  

c. God appeared  to Balaam and told him not to curse them as they 

were a blessed people.  
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d. Balak was very insistent that Balaam curse them and threatened 

him.  

iii. Adapted from Beale (251) ix Balaam answered Balak’s consultation and 

advised that Israel could be seduced to worship other gods through sexual 

activity with foreign women. 

a. This led Israel into to Idolatry and sexual Immorality. 

b. “The two teachings are identified further by the similarity of the 

etymology of their names Nicholas means “he overcomes the 

people,” and in rabbinic literature “Balaam” meant “he who 

consumes the people” (e.g., b. Sanhedrin 105a), or it could be 

construed as “rule over the people”. 

c. Actual participation in idolatrous situations was the problem in 

Pergamum, and this problem needed to be rectified immediately.  

iv. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: x 

a. Balaam represents corrupt and deceptive teachers or preachers or 

any believers who lead or influence God’s people to compromise 

with worldly beliefs and behaviors, all for the sake of selfish 

interests or personal advancement. 

g. (v16) Jesus states that if they do not repent Jesus would “fight against them with the 

sword of My mouth…” 

i. At the second coming, also called the Glorious Appearing, Jesus defeats His 

enemies simply by the Words of His mouth.  

ii. We are told in the scriptures on the full armor of God that the sword in the 

Word of God. 

a. See Eph. 6:10-18 

iii. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: xi 

a. Jesus opposes any persons within his churches who promote a 

tolerant attitude towards sin, especially those who claim to follow 

Christ (v15) … He promises to wage war against any hypocritical and 

immoral person whose example invites others to follow in that 

destructive path. 
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h. (v17) The Hidden Manna  

i. Jesus is the true bread from heaven. 

ii. Contrast this to the food sacrificed to idols.  

iii. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: xii 

a. Means spiritual life, nourishment and fulfillment, from a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

i. (v17) The white stone & new name… 

i. In the Roman world Jurors in ancient courts decided whether you were 

guilty or not by giving the defendant a stone. White meant innocent and 

black guilty. 

a. A defendant, or, for example, a gladiator in Roman times were given 

a “new name” on a stone; and that person was then free to travel. 

ii. The “new name” also refers to the Hebrew blood covenant where names 

are exchanged as part of the procedure;  

a. i.e., Abram who became Abraham during the covenant with YHWH 

received the “H” in YHWH’s name.  

b. Believers will also get a new name in the Kingdom of heaven. xiii 

iii. It also had to do with the famous temple of the god Asklepios: xiv 

a. Remember that this was considered the God of healing.  

b. People seeking healing would come to the temple where the priest 

would prescribe the steps to healing.  

c. They would give the person a sedative and that would put them in 

deep sleep for the night.  

d. They would have that person lay down to sleep on the “threshing” 

floor.  

e. Serpents would crawl all over you during your sleep and the belief 

was that the serpent would speak to you in your dreams.  

f. Once you woke up the priest would ask you to tell them what your 

dreams revealed. This dream was believed to tell them the disease 

and how to heal it.  



12 Glory to Glory Ministries – Minot ND 

g. Once the rituals were completed, the priest would give the person a 

white stone with their new “healed name” written on it.  

h. This stone would link you to the demon spirit that met with you in 

your dreams.  

iv. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: xv 

a. The stone would bear the God -given name of the carrier and would 

mean that the carrier had a new nature, authority and full 

inheritance with God. The name would designate the bearer of the 

stones as a forgiven servant of Christ and a victorious conqueror.  

4. Jesus addresses Thyatira (2:18-29) 

a. Context: 

i. This is the least impressive and important of the seven cities. 

ii. Filled with trade guilds which would have placed heavy pressure on 

Christians.  

iii. Each guild had a demigod that they worshipped. You had to belong to a 

guild to be able to work. Christians therefore had to make a choice to either 

participate in a guild and their activities or not be able to make income and 

buy goods. xvi 

iv. This could explain why Smyrna believers were poor. Remember Jesus did 

not have anything against the believers there.  

v. The divine guardian of the city was Tyrimnos (linked with the Greek sun-god 

Apollo) who was also the patron of the guilds, worshiped in the city 

festivities.  

a. Pronounced Tyran-nus  

https://en-audio.howtopronounce.com/16051583895facc5f586a12.mp3 

vi. The worship of Apollo-Tyrimnos was merged with the worship of the 

Emperor and both were honored as “sons of Zeus” the father of the gods. 

vii. It was famous for woolen goods and “Royal purple” dye It was famous for 

woolen goods and “Royal purple” dye. 

viii. Built in a valley and had many trade routes. 

ix. A garrison city as it was set to defend Pergamum. 

https://en-audio.howtopronounce.com/16051583895facc5f586a12.mp3
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x. The Bronze workers guild was one of the major guilds in the city. 

xi. Lydia in Acts 16:14 was from Thyatira; she was a “seller of purple goods.” 

a. It is believed that Lydia started the church here after her conversion. 

xii. Timeline View: Dan Goodman writes in his work titled “The Revelation”: xvii 

a. Represents the age from 590-1500’s also known as the “Dark Ages.” 

The name Thyatira means “continual sacrifice” It symbolizes the 

woks, ceremonies, and rituals such as “the mass” and Mary worship 

and good deeds that were added to the gospel. 

b. Rev. 2:18-29 (NKJV) “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things 

says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I 

know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last 

are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you 

allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 

servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave 

her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will 

cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 

unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the 

churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to 

each one of you according to your works. 

24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, 

who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other 

burden. 25 But hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps 

My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 

27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; 

They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’— 

as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 

29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 

c. (v18) Son of God 

i. This letter begins with and allusion to Psalm 2 and at the end, quotes the 

Psalm directly.  
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a. Psalms 2:1-12 (NKJV) – emphasis added 

Why do the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 

3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us.” 

4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

The Lord shall hold them in derision. 

5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

And distress them in His deep displeasure: 

6 “Yet I have set My King 

On My holy hill of Zion.” 

7 “I will declare the decree: 

The Lord has said to Me, 

‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You. 

8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 

The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 

9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; 

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ” 

10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord with fear, 

And rejoice with trembling. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, 

And you perish in the way, 

When His wrath is kindled but a little. 

Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 
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ii. Adapted from Osborne, (153) xviii  

a. This is the only place in this book where the “Son of God” title is 

used. 

b. The unique relationship between the Father and the Son is stressed 

in Rev. 1:6; Rev. 2:27; Re3:5; etc. 

c. The reason most likely lies in the centrality of Apollo, son of Zeus, in 

Thyatira.  

d. It is Jesus, not Zeus’s son Apollo, who is the true Son of God. 

e. This also accounts for the quotation of Ps. 2:9 in Rev. 2:27.  

f. A frequent title in the Gospel of John (see John 1:34; John 3:18; John 

5:25; etc.) 

g. It connotes majesty and divinity and is an important message to this 

weak church to center on the true “Son of God.”  

5. (v18) The fiery eyes  

a. The fiery eyes of Christ represent His ability to penetrate right to the heart with divine 

insight.  

b. Fire is also one of the symbols of God’s holiness.  

c. This also has a reference to the fact that the people worshipped the sun god. 

d. The presence of holiness in the context of Jesus’ divine sight draws to mind the 

sobering words of Hebrews:  

i. Hebrews 4:12-13 (NKJV) For the word of God is living and powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 

spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 

intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but 

all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give 

account. 

e. Just as the vision of God in Isaiah 6, so here the fire of God’s holiness should bring an 

unsettling awareness of His glory, purity and greatness.  

f. We have ab absolute dependence on Jesus for purifying. 

6. (v18) The Feet of Bronze… 

a. We discussed this in lesson 3. 
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b. Jesus overall description speaks to His eternal, wisdom, omniscience & omnipotence. 

c. It is also interesting it is used here as the city was known for making very sought-after 

bronze armor and other weapons of war.  

7. (v19) “I know your works…”  

a. Works of Love, service, faith and patience.  

b. More than they had in the first. 

8. (v20) The Prophetess Jezebel  

a. WA Liebenberg in his book The Revelation of Yeshua HaMashiach writes: 

i. Jezebel was the most hated woman in the TaNaCh. She became so hated 

that she was thrown from a window and the dogs ate her flesh. A false 

prophetess who led men into literal and spiritual fornication.  

ii. The sin of this self-appointed prophetess was to bring Baalism into Israel as 

a new religion (1 Kings 16: 31).  

iii. They also ate things sacrificed to idols.  

iv. She, this Assembly, had been given time to repent, but refused.  

v. YHWH declared that He would destroy her and her followers. One effect of 

sin and rebellion against YHWH is physical illness. Another effect of 

continuing in sin is for Jezebel’s (spiritual) children (those who follow her 

pagan teachings and give in to her seductions) to be “killed with death”, 

which is a Hebrew idiom for “slain with a most sure and awful death”.  

vi. Hoshea spoke of the same thing: “My people have perished for lack of 

knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being 

priest for Me. Since you have forgotten the Torah of your Elohim, I also 

forget your children” (4: 6).  

vii. This seducing spirit is very much active amongst Believers today. xix 

b. This New Testament “Jezebel” is a false teacher who entices the assembly to: 

i. Idolatry and sexual immorality.  

9. (v22) “… cast her into a sickbed…”  

a. “bed” is used as a metaphor for serious illness. 

b. See Exodus 21:18; Psalm 6:6; Psalm41:3. 

10. (v22) “into great tribulation”  
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a. Reminder in original Greek this can mean suffering, tribulation and persecution. 

b. Those who commit adultery following these teachings will have great suffering if they 

do not repent.  

c. Jesus will kill her children with death. (v23) 

d. Notice the link between Balaam and the Nicolaitans. 

e. The theme in this letter revolves around holiness.  

f. WA Liebenberg in his book The Revelation of Yeshua HaMashiach: 

i. There is corruption in this Assembly that must be dealt with. Many will not 

hold this Jezebel pagan doctrine spirit, and will not be ignorantly involved in 

evil, satanic activities (2 Tim 3:1-9) xx 

ii. 2 Tim 3:1-9 (NKJV) You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many 

witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others 

also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, 

that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone 

competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to 

the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 

Consider what I say, and]may the Lord give you understanding in all things. 

8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the 

dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, 

even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained. 

11. (v23) I will kill her children… 

i. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: xxi 

a. The jezebel (v20) represents the spiritual mother of all those within 

the church who promote antinomian (i.e., acts that are “against the 

law”) or libertine lifestyles (i.e., indulging freely in immoral 

pleasures). Such people feel that because of God’s grace (i.e., his 

unearned and undeserved favor and love), they are not bound by 

any fixed rues or religious regulations including the moral standards 
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of God’s law… They claim they have the liberty to engage in immoral 

behaviors without fear of punishment from God.  

12. (v23) “I am the one who searches minds and hearts”…  

a. Jeremiah 17:10 (HCSB) I, Yahweh, examine the mind, I test the heart to give to each 

according to his way, according to what his actions deserve. 

b. Minds: Strong’s 3510 Kidney, usually used in the pl., the kidneys, loins (Sept. Ex. 29:13, 

22; Job 16:13). Used metaphorically for the innermost mind, the seat of the desires 

and passions, such as we refer to the heart today (Rev. 2:23 [cf. Sept.: Ps. 7:10; Jer. 

11:20; 17:10; 20:12]). xxii adapted 

c. KJV often translate this often as “reins.” 

d. The Amplified version reads “I am He who searches the minds and hearts [the 

innermost thoughts, purposes]” 

e. Study of the Bible indicates that your conscience is in your kidney’s. 

f. Proverbs 23:16 (KJV) “Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things.” 

13. (v23) “And I will give to each one of you according to your works.”  

a. “This is the Roman (and OT) legal principle of lex talionis (law of retribution), which 

means that each person receives judgment on the basis of what each has done. It is at 

the heart of this book. This is also a critical biblical theme, beginning with the OT (Ps. 

62:12; Prov. 24:12; Hos. 12:2) and reiterated by Christ (Matt. 16:27), Paul (Rom. 2:6; 

14:12; 2 Cor. 11:15; 2 Tim. 4:14), and Peter (1 Pet. 1:17). In the Apocalypse this theme 

appears in 2:23; 14:13; 18:6; 20:12, 13; 22:12. It is perhaps stated best in 1 Pet. 1:17: 

we have a Father who does not play favorites but judges each one by his or her 

works.” (Osborne, 161–162) xxiii 

14. (v24) “The depths of Satan”  

a. Jezebel may have taught that Christians should experience “the deep things of Satan” 

in order to triumph over them.” (Osborne, 162) xxiv 

b. This probably refers to the knowledge of the “mystery religions” xxv 

i. Today they are known as secret societies such as Freemasonry.  

ii. Religions that had secrets passed down to their members.  

iii. The members would face severe penalties and/or death if they exposed the 

information. 



The Revelation and the End of Days 19 

iv. The mystery religions believe that they received knowledge by the 

“watchers” Jewish literature refers to them as.  

v. The watchers, Nephilim (demigods) were to have taught mankind forbidden 

things.  

vi. They taught mankind how to work with metals to make powerful weapons 

of war. 

15. (v24) “I will put on you no other burden…” 

a. Jesus desires they continue resisting her pagan teachings and to continue in sound 

teachings. 

16. (v26) “he who overcomes…”  

a. See notes on  Rev. 2:7.  

17. (v26) Power over the Nations 

a. Ruling together with Christ in the kingdom age to come.  

b. 1 Corinthians 6:1–3 (NKJV) Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law 

before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints 

will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge 

the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, 

things that pertain to this life? 

c. Revelation 5:9–10 (NKJV) referring to the 24 elders around the throne.  

And they sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; 

For You were slain, 

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 

And we shall reign on the earth.” 

d. WA Liebenberg in his book The Revelation of Yeshua HaMashiach: xxvi 

i. The person that perseveres and keeps the good works of the Torah (John 

14:15), only he/she will rule as a king or priest (1 Peter 2:9) in the Olam 
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Haba, the Messianic Age, in fact she will sit on a throne as Queen (Rev 20: 

4) married to King Moshiach and rule with Him… 

ii. The Bride in her glorified body will rule over the nations who will be in their 

natural bodies. There are two theories here on who the nations are:  

a. Theory 1: Only the righteous Believers that survived Armageddon, 

all unrighteousness will be eliminated during Armageddon, because 

everything will be restored as it was in the Garden of Eden before 

the curses. This is mostly accepted by Christians.  

b. Theory 2: Every person that survived Armageddon (righteous as well 

as unrighteous, Zech 14:16 states unrighteous people as well) will 

enter... 

18. (v28) The Morning Star? 

a. This is most likely a multi-faceted reference to Christ and His Messianic Rule “dawning” 

on the nations.   

b. Christ identifies Himself as the Morning Star:  

i. Revelation 22:16 (NKJV) “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you 

these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the 

Bright and Morning Star.”   

c. 2 Pet. 1:17–19 (NKJV) For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such 

a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased.” 18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with 

Him on the holy mountain. 19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which 

you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts; 

d. WA Liebenberg in his book The Revelation of Yeshua HaMashiach: xxvii 

i. Look at the last part of verse 27 and verse 28: “as I also have received from 

My Father; and I will give him the morning star.”  

ii. Who is doing the speaking here? Who is making the promise to “he who 

overcomes”? It is Messiah Y’shua, the One who is imposing these letters on 

the 7 assemblies.  
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iii. Now, to whom is He making the promise? It is to “he (singular) who 

overcomes”, the individual Believer in Y’shua who is Torah-observant (not 

the whole Assembly of Believers).  

iv. And what is He promising to give to the individual Believer who overcomes? 

It is the same as what Y’shua has received from His Father: “…power over  

v. the nations—‘he shall rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to 

pieces like potters vessels’—as I also received from my Father; and I will 

give him the Morning Star” (Psalm 2:9). But Rev 19:15 says “He Himself will 

rule them with a rod of iron” – which one is it now? It is saying that Y’shua 

the Messiah, as was promised to Him from the beginning, will be the One 

who rules the nations with a rod of iron; and the individual Believers, His 

Queen, will rule the nations with a rod of iron only to the extent that they 

sit on His throne with Him – sharing His rule with Him (Rev 20:4, 2 Tim 

2:12). And how will He do that? By also giving them the Morning Star 

Himself (2 Peter 1:19; Rev 22:16); so that it is no longer they who live (and 

rule) but the Messiah who lives and rules in them, with them, and through 

them (Gal 2:20).  

vi. This defeats the Dominion Now/Kingdom Now doctrine in totality that the 

Kingdom of YHWH will be fully established on earth before the King of Kings 

returns in person to do that. The basis of their doctrine originates from the 

Roman Catholic Church, which strived to dominate the entire Roman 

Empire from the very beginning and even the entire world to this very 

today.  

e. The Interpreter’s Bible gives us the following commentary on “The Morning Star” xxviii 

i. The statement may mean that the martyr is to shine like a star in heaven, is 

to be given a kind of astral immortality, as in Dan. 12:3, where the 

resurrected saints will be “as the stars forever and ever.” This same concept 

of a glorious starry immortality is presented in I Enoch 104:2; II Baruch 

51:10; and II Esdras 7:97… 

ii. This theory ignores the emphasis on the morning star. Why is this particular 

star to be given the martyr? This question reminds some students of the 
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astral belief that the goddess Ishtar, as the evening star setting at night, 

signified death, but as the morning star rising the next day, symbolized life 

and immortality. Accordingly, the gift of the morning star to the martyr is 

symbolic of the immortal life that he is to receive from Christ, who himself  

identified with “the bright morning star” (22:61). 

iii. According to yet another view, the morning star was the symbol of world 

dominion. Consequently by giving the martyr the morning star, Christ is 

bestowing on him world dominion, which corresponds very closely to the 

previous promise that he was to have power over the nations and would 

rule them “with a rod of iron.” 

iv. The Fire Bible commentary tells us: xxix 

a. The prophet Malachi also refers to this as having “healing in its 

wings” (i.e., in its rays). So by giving His faithful people “the morning 

star,” Jesus says he will give himself in a new and different way that 

brings healing, restoration and all the promises and benefits of life 

in God’s radiant light.  

(note: The basic outline materials in this study was adapted from Truth Seekers Fellowship guide on 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”) xxx 
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