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There are those around us in need of seeing 
God’s love in action. Is there a local soup kitchen 
or shelter where you can volunteer time or donate 
items this week for those in need of seeing the 
good news of Jesus birth in action?  
Make your Christmas Day into a celebration of 
Jesus’ birthday. Use some Christmas pastries or a 
cake to help celebrate. Place a white candle in its 
center and on Christmas Day, light the candle, 
sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus, and then take time 
to complete this sentence: Say: The birth of 



2 
 

Jesus is special to me because 
_______________. Then sing some Christmas 
carols. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  
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ATTENDING COMMUNION AT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN  
The Lord’s Supper was established as a 

meal of fellowship and confession. In this meal, we 
confess together our one faith in Christ and our 
Confessions, especially the doctrine set forth in 
Luther’s Small Catechism. Therefore, those who 
are not one in membership in The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 
the pastor or one of the elders prior to 
approaching the altar. Children who are not yet 
confirmed are invited to come forward with their 
parents to receive a blessing. 
For those with medical or personal reasons to 
abstain from alcohol, individual cups at the center 
of the trays contain white grape juice. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 25, 2020 

 
PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
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388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 
ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

 
3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
(please rise) 
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
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the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT                                                     Psalm 2 
The Reign of the LORD’s Anointed 

P Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
 

C The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel together, 
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 against the LORD and against his anointed, 
saying, 
 

P “Let us burst their bonds apart 
 and cast away their cords from us.” 
 

C He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
 

P Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
 

C “As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 
P I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have begotten you. 
 

C Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
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P You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
 

C Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
 

P Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling. 
 

C Kiss the Son, 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
(Stanzas 1, ref, 2–4) 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
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O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 
2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty God grant that the birth of Your only-
begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from 
the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

(please be seated) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 52:7–10 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 
 are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of 
happiness, 
 who publishes salvation, 
 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their 
voice; 
 together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 
 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 
 you waste places of Jerusalem, 
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for the LORD has comforted his people; 
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
 before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
 the salvation of our God. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                       Hebrews 1:1–12 
The Supremacy of God’s Son 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world. 3He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint 
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 



13 
 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the 
world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 
your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions.” 

10And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the 
beginning, 
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 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 
 like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
 and your years will have no end.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                   John 1:1–14 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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The Word Became Flesh 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light but came to bear witness 
about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
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 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
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    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings’ salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
SERMON     

"Christmas according to John" 
                                    . . . Pastor Karl 

 
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
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C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape 
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 
again in glory. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
♫SANCTUS♫ 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and 
might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for 

You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He 

was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in 

giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
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from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and 
Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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♫AGNUS DEI♫ 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

(please be seated) 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 
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ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

 
364 AWAY IN A MANGER 

 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
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The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the 
sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
(please rise) 

 
♫THANK THE LORD♫ 
 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell 

ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly 
bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His 
people forth in joy 
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with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD 
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
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    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
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BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Marty Jurs, Pam Rugenstein 

Ushers: Darrell Erdman, Doug Grage 
Reader: Pam Rugenstein 
Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 

 

It has been great having 
you join us for worship! 

Please come again. 
 

 
 
 


