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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

 
In the temple in Jerusalem, Simeon and Anna 
encouraged and blessed two young, first-time 
parents, Mary and Joseph. Identify parents with 
young children in your congregation or community. 
Is there an act of service you can do on their 
behalf (e.g., help with cleaning, bringing a meal, or 
childcare) so they can enjoy some time out 
together?  
Psalm 148 is a psalm that offers praise to God in 
all things. Praise means to give thanks. Write your 
own psalm. Make a list of things for which you 
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wish to praise God. Using the list, say each praise 
aloud. For example:  
I praise God for earth and all stars. Praise the 
Lord!  
I praise God for family and friends. Praise the 
Lord!  
And so forth until you finish the list. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
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our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you!  

 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

December 27, 2020 
 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD 
(Stanzas 1, 3–4) 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
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He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
(please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
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sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

INTROIT                                                 Psalm 111 
Great Are the LORD’s Works 

P Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the 
congregation. 
 

C Great are the works of the LORD, 
 studied by all who delight in them. 
 

P Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 
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C He has caused his wondrous works to be 
remembered; 
 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
 

P He provides food for those who fear him; 
 he remembers his covenant forever. 
 

C He has shown his people the power of his 
works, 
 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
 

P The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
 

C they are established forever and ever, 
 to be performed with faithfulness and 
uprightness. 
 

P He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 
 Holy and awesome is his name! 
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C The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. 
 His praise endures forever! 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
(Stanzas 1–2, 4) 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 
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4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
    Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
    Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
    Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You 
wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive 
in Him who made Himself to be like us; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
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(please be seated) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  
Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with 
a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 

Zion’s Coming Salvation 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
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2The nations shall see your righteousness, 
 and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of 
the LORD, 
 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                        Galatians 4:4–7 
  
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
5to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                 Luke 2:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Presented at the Temple 
 22When the time came for their purification 
according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] 
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
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Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him 
up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart 
in peace, 
 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 31that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what 
was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her 
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husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 
37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give 
thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Return to Nazareth 
 39And when they had performed everything 
according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And 
the child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 

398 HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED 
(Stanzas 1–2) 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
    Great David’s greater Son! 
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Hail, in the time appointed, 
    His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
    To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression 
    And rule in equity. 

 
2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
    And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
    Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
    Were precious in His sight. 

 
SERMON        

“No Longer a Slave” 
. . . Pastor Karl 

 
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
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     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

(please rise) 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

 
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD 
 

1 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, 
    To the world a stranger. 
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Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 

 
2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
    Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
    Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, 
    All the hills were ringing. 

 
3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled 
    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, 
    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; 
    Hail the King of glory! 

 
BENEDICTION 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
Today, Sunday, December 27th, 2020 
Adult Bible class 
 
No Wednesday Bible study, December 
30th, 2020. 

 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Thursday, December 31st at 7:00 P.M. 

 
SUNDAY – JANUARY 3, 2021 
11:30 a.m. Christmas decorations will be 
removed and packed for storage.  

 
Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
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birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Marty Jurs, Pam Rugenstein  

Ushers: Darrell Erdman, Bob Jurs 
Reader: Annette Brocious 

Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 
 

Birthday Greetings!! 12/28: Jim Keiper 
 
Anniversary Greetings!! 12/29: Jean & John 
Rousch (32yrs) 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $8175       Worship Service – 47 
Expenses: $9975           Adult Bible class – 17 
 

The Flowers at our altar this morning was 
given to Glory of God by Gary and Holly 
Bell in honor of Christs’ birthday! 


