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Scripture  Isaiah 43:1,2  

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 

you are mine. When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 

you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”  
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When we read the history of the Children of Israel from Moses and Joshua                 

forward, it shows us a people rather severely whacked periodically by their             

belligerent and powerful neighbors. From the days of slavery in Egypt going              

forward, history shows us conflict and conquering. A pivotal moment in Hebrew 

history was the exile in Babylon (ca 598-538 BCE). When the survivors returned 

to their homeland (thanks to Cyrus the Great of Persia), they found rubble and 

destruction. The center of their lives and worship, The Temple, was in ruins.  

Yet, in the book of Isaiah, and elsewhere in the Old Testament writings, we see 

glorious words of hope and promise, of divine intimacy and protection from all 

forms of disaster, natural and otherwise (“when you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned”). Are we looking at the same history here? We have holy                

protection and comfort versus the historic reality of God’s people getting 

banged around severely by their powerful neighbors. 

 I do not know exactly what triggered the writing of Isaiah 43, but I do know 

that when people are suffering the worst, comforting is not only welcome, it is 

of monumental life-saving importance.  

Jump forward to our reality. Soon half a million Americans will have died from 

Covid-19, leading the planet, which has well over 2 million dead and more                    

millions suffering the physical, social, and economic results of this pandemic. 

We have personal losses of friends and family, and the collective wallop of 

staggering numbers of people sick, homeless, unemployed, and depressed. 

We are all bruised, at the very least.  

Where shall we see God at work amid this tragic mess? Who will be with us 

when we “pass through the waters”? Who will keep us from being 

“overwhelmed”? Who will keep us from being consumed in the fires of our 

time?    
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God says, “I will be with you”.  Really? Where do we see Divine intervention?  

 

Well, look around!  

 

God walks among us in the nurses, doctors, first responders, compassionate 

employers and lenient landlords; in understanding neighbors, and the stranger 

who brings a needed meal. See Divinity at work in cashiers, mechanics, postal 

workers; in trash haulers, mask wearers and social distancers, vaccine makers 

(Pfizer!) and truckers. In spouses and children, parents, grandparents and 

friends. Our weary eyes easily see and feel the struggle, the battering, the             

anxiety and pain in us and around us. It takes a change of vision to see Divinity 

in the eyes and actions of our neighbors and those who serve in this most                     

difficult of times.  

Allow yourself to feel the holiness of your life active in uplifting those around 

YOU!  

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

An Exercise:  Make a list of 10 people, groups or organizations who exude Holy 

Healing. Thank them for what they do.  

 

 

Notes: 
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