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Know What’s Real - Christ 
 
Who is Jesus?  
Do you believe He is THE Christ? The Messiah, Deliverer, Savior that was promised and 
prophesied about thousands of years ago? 
 
Now when you picture Christ….is it Jesus from the bible or is it someone that was formed in 
your mind or by what you have been told? 
 
Have you ever met someone that you had heard about and they were nothing like what you had 
heard? Come to find out the person who told you about them had an issue with them and they 
didn’t describe the real person, just their skewed picture of them? 
 
This world needs the real Jesus! The church needs the real Jesus!  
 

1 John 2:18-19 (NKJV) 
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of 
them were of us. 

 
Classic John, once again reminding us of who we are before he delivers the message. 
Followers of Christ have to start from their identity as children of God.  
 
Look at these things from that lens, this isn’t a warning for the unbeliever, its to the children of 
God.  
 
It is the last hour…..John speaks of the end times here….I know it’s been a while but we are still 
in the last hour. The last hour began as Christ rose from the grave….that’s when death’s last 
hour began. 
 
People joke about the end being near but we’ve got to know that it is…..and while we’ve been 
waiting a while now, it’s nearer than it’s ever been.  
 
Some people want to wait until the end to commit their lives to Jesus…..guess what? This is the 
last hour….why wait?  
 

1 Peter 4:7 (NKJV) 
But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 

 
This is no time to mess around, we’ve got to be serious…..time works for God and this thing can 
go down any moment.  
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Have you ever looked back and wondered what happened to time? Years blow by. Kids grow up 
overnight. One day people are going to wake up and Jesus is going to be back, before you 
know it! Get serious and watchful…. 
 
We are supposed to be able to know the signs of the times, not the very hour, but the season. 
We should be able to recognize that Christ’s return is near. We need discernment. We need to 
know what’s God and what’s not.  
 

as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, 
by which we know that it is the last hour. 

 
First what is an antichrist? To be anti is to be against or in place of …..so an antichrist is against 
Jesus or it’s in the place of Jesus. 
 
See Jesus is supposed to be where in our lives? At the center. We tend to look at it as Jesus at 
the top of our priority list but I think that leads to religion. A better way is to make HIm the center 
of your life, then He’s more than on top of everything but He’s in the midst of everything. 
 
What an antichrist does is it pushes Jesus from the center of your life. A little to the left or a little 
to the right, just not in the center.  
 

1. The Antichrist - person working by the power of satan. A powerful, influential person that 
brings together spiritual, financial, political systems and rules in direct opposition of God 
and His kingdom. 

a. He is yet to come, he may be alive right now but we have not seen him in this 
position yet.  

 
2. Many antichrists - people working by demonic power to oppose Christ and Christianity.  

a. We have seen and will continue to see loads of these….they are all over... 
 

Matthew 24:5 (NKJV) 
For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 

 
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of 
them were of us. 

 
This is where cults come from. Many times they have a church background. They went out from 
the church but they were not OF the church.  
 
It’s why many cults use similar language and concepts to Christianity.  
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Mormons believe in Jesus but do not believe He is the Eternal, Creator God. They believe He’s 
a created being, that God the Father had a relationship with Mary and gave birth to Jesus, and 
He’s a man that became God, therefore men can become gods. Jesus got this planet and if we 
follow His example we can become gods and get our own planet. 
 
That’s clearly not the same thing Christians believe. And on the surface there are many things 
that might line up until you come across something like this….which is heresy, meaning it is 
strongly against what we believe and read in the bible. 
 
Jehovah’s witnesses believe in Jesus. They believe He came and died as a ransom for our sin 
and He was resurrected and faith in HIm leads to everlasting life and that He will return. But 
they do not worship Jesus, they do not believe He is Almighty God. 
 
Many cults believe in Jesus and many even consider themselves “Christians” so it’s not about 
just asking do you believe in Jesus but then it comes down to “Who is your Jesus?” 
 
We’re not talking about different kinds of Christians but Christians and non-Christians or cults. 
 
The mark of a cult is that they believe their “new” revelation on truth is the only true church. 
They believe their revelation is of higher authority than the bible.  
 
The Word of God never needs revised or updated or replaced. The only revelation we need is 
the Holy Spirit teaching us this truth!  
 

2 Peter 1:3 (HCSB) 
His divine power has given us everything required for life and godliness through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. 

 
Everything we need, everything required has been given through the knowledge of who? 
JESUS! 
 
We’re in the last hour, the Antichrist will come, many antichrists have already came….. 
 

1 John 2:20-21 (NKJV) 
But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not 
written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no 
lie is of the truth. 

 
Child of God…...you have an anointing from the Holy Spirit! I don’t know if you guys are excited 
enough about this…. 
 
When we see anointing in the Old Testament, they would use olive oil and mark someone or 
something for a special purpose. It would signify that it is set apart from everything else. This 
anointing was a confirmation of a greater purpose. 
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NOW…..Child of God…...you have an anointing from the Holy Spirit!  
 
GOD ALMIGHTY has marked you with His Spirit because you have a special purpose. You are 
to be set apart from everything else. The Holy Spirit in your life is a confirmation of a greater 
purpose! Praise the Lord! 
 
And it’s because of this anointing…..you know the truth!  
 

John 16:13 (NKJV) 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come. 

 
This anointing is what sets Christianity apart from the world and from the false religions and 
cults. WE KNOW TRUTH. Some would say this is arrogant to believe that we know the only 
truth. I say take it up with God. I believe His Word above yours and above mine!  
 
We know truth!  
 
1st by the bible. The Holy Spirit does reveal things to us, but they will always line up with God’s 
Word, if they don’t, it was not the Holy Spirit…. 
 
2nd by bible teachers. God uses people who are led by His Spirit to reveal the truths that are in 
His Word…..not to change or add to it. 
 
3rd by the Holy Spirit in you. This goes with the previous two in that the Holy Spirit ultimately 
reveals the truth to your heart. You can’t obtain it on your own and shouldn’t blindly receive it 
from any man….always come back to God’s Word to confirm.  
  
 Remember when I mentioned discernment earlier? This is one of the greatest things the 
Holy Spirit does in you regarding truth. Just as He can show you what’s true, He can show you 
what isn’t. You ever hear something and it just doesn’t sit right in your spirit? It just really seems 
off? That’s when it’s time to head to the Word or someone you trust who has a knowledge of the 
Word. 
 

1 John 2:22-23 (NKJV) 
Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the 
Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he 
who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

 
Since the whole bible is about Jesus…..There is no knowledge of or understanding of God 
without Jesus. 
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Once Jesus is in focus everything else makes sense. If we get Jesus right, everything else is 
right, but if we get Jesus wrong everything else will be wrong. 
 
There is this common thinking across religions that we all worship the same God, we all just 
take different paths there but end in the same place. And on those different paths we all answer 
the question of who is Jesus and we just might differ on our answer but we all worship the same 
God. 
 
That’s just not true…..Jesus IS OUR GOD! If you don’t acknowledge Jesus as THE CHRIST 
then you can’t know the God I worship…..He’s not the same has “your” god! 
 

he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also 
 

- The Unitarians will say: 'We want God, but we don't want the Christ of the Bible' - well, 
you can't have Him.  

- The Christian Scientists, and the Muslims, and the Jehovah's Witnesses will say: 'Give 
us Jehovah, give us Yahweh, give us the Creator of the ends of the earth, but not your 
Christ' - you can't have Him!  

- The Jew, the Freemason, the liberal Protestants all are saying the same: 'We'll worship 
God and bow down with the pagans, but we don't want the Christ of the Bible!'. Jesus 
says: 'I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father but by me'. 

 
You can’t be a Christian without a proper view of Christ…..Jesus is the Christ 
 

What they have is a different Jesus, when you have a different Jesus you have a 
different god, when you have a different god you have a different religion and now you 
are a cult 

 
1 John 2:24-25 (NKJV) 
Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard 
from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 
And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 

 
John is speaking of the Gospel. What the disciples have been preaching since the beginning of 
the church….Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the Redeemer, the Savior…..there is NO 
OTHER. 
 
There’s no other god that’s real. No other god that saves. No other god in heaven.  
 
Only Jesus, the one who left a throne in heaven, came to earth as a man, lived a sinless life, 
died in your place as the payment for your sin, was raised from the dead and has victory over 
sin, death, and grave.  
 
And it’s only faith in THIS JESUS….that saves.  
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1 John 2:26-27 (NKJV) 
These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27 But the 
anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that 
anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is 
true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you  will abide in Him. 

 
We come back to the anointing…..the anointing is the Holy Spirit. John says if you have 
received the Holy Spirit then He remains in you and teaches you. 
 
Do you see here that when you receive the Holy Spirit….HE REMAINS in you. He’ll never be 
taken away! Praise Jesus! 
 
See when we abide or remain….it’s an investment in a relationship. The Holy Spirit is invested 
in you. He’s made the decision, I’m sticking with this one. They are marked for a special 
purpose…..to be used by God…..they are set apart…….they know Jesus….THE REAL CHRIST 
 
 
 
 
 
 


