
Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of 
Revelation, as well as the important early church fathers Irenaeus 
and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in church history. He 
was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his 
faith. 
 
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was 
asked to come and minister to the poor and to seamen in New 
York City. She established the Deaconess House in Brooklyn as 
well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 
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Gospel Message 

First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021 

Secure Even When It’s Not Safe 

The world is unsafe in countless ways. It contains wilderness af-
ter wilderness, places where temptation and danger seem to reign. 
Struggle, pain, fear, violence, hate, death, and suffering are all 
part of the uncertain world that we wake to each day. 

Today, the Gospel of Mark discusses Jesus’ own encounter with 
the wilderness. After he was baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus 
was driven into the desert wilderness, where he was tempted by 
Satan for forty days. What’s more, when Jesus left the wilderness 
to re-enter society, he encountered another kind of dangerous wil-
derness, a world where John the Baptist had just been arrested for 
confronting Herod Antipas and his wife Herodias with some hard
-hitting truth. 

After forty days of temptation, Jesus was met by yet another 
temptation: to play it safe in a world that had just silenced his 
friend for doing exactly the kind of thing that Jesus came to do. 
Despite the risk posed by worldly power players like Herod, Jesus 
proceeded to teach, heal, and spread the good news of God’s 
kingdom. Despite the danger, Jesus trusted in the promise that 
God’s love was bigger than the wilderness of human wiles. 

The world is not safe, and believing in Jesus does not change this 
fact. However, we are secure in an unsafe world because of the 
promises made by God in baptism. Think of children who are se-
cure in the love of their parents. They may go to school and face 
bullies—a painful experience, for sure—but they are less likely to 
trust the lies of the bullies because they know a deeper truth about 
themselves, a truth instilled by the love of their parents. So it is 
with us. There is danger and wilderness all around, but we are 
secure in the truth of our baptism: we are God’s beloved children, 
with whom God is well pleased. Grounded in this secure love, we 
derive courage to set out into the wild. 
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