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The Anglican Parish of St Mark 

ANNUAL VESTRY REPORT 
For the Year 2020 

Annual Vestry Meeting  
February 28th, 2021, 11:30am 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. Opening Prayer -  
 Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those 
who take counsel for the annual Vestry Meeting of the Anglican Parish of St Mark, for the renewal 
and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honour and glory. Guide us to 
perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   AMEN   

 

2. Appointment of Recording Secretary  
 It is with great pleasure that I appoint Pamela Brown to be our Recording Secretary today.  
(Rev Elizabeth Northcott) 
 

3. Reading of the Memorial List 
 

4. Approval of the Agenda –  
Moved by Carolyn Gretsinger seconded by Louise Kelsey that the agenda be approved. 
 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the February 23, 2020 AVM –  
Moved by John Atherstone seconded by Barb Hicks that the Minutes of the 2020 AVM be approved. 
 

6. Business Arising from the Minutes  
 

7. Annual Reports (Circulated)  
 

8. Recognition of Outgoing Officers  - John Atherstone and Louise Kelsey 
 

9. Appointment & Reaffirmation of Continuing Officers 
 

10. Nominations 
 

11. Appointment of Scrutineers , Louise Kelsey and Carolyn Gretsinger 
 

12. Election of Officers 
 

13. Report by Reviewer of the Financial Statements  
 

14. Appointment of Reviewer of the Financial Statements for 2020 
 

15. Treasurer’s Report –  
Moved by Neil Vennard and seconded by Wendy Carriere that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 
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16. Budget 2021 – Operating Budget –  
Moved by Neil Vennard and seconded by Chenda Bishop that the Operating Budget for the year 2021 be 
accepted. 
 

17. St. Mark’s Fair, 2021 –  
Moved by Robyn Willis and Seconded by John Smith that the 2021 St Marks Fair be cancelled. 
 

18. Other Business 
Young Life:   
Moved by Neil Vennard and seconded by Caroline Adam, that the Parish of St Mark donate up to $5,000 
from our Youth Ministry Fund to support the Young Life Ministry in Qualicum Beach for 2021.  The funds are 
to be divided and paid monthly from January to December 2021 while Young Life operates a ministry in 
Qualicum Beach. These funds to come from the youth ministry fund, which stands at $21,000+ at the Dec. 
2020 year end. 
 

19. Motion to destroy ballots (if required) 
 

20. Closing Prayer 
 We have gathered here today, Lord God as your people to offer you our sacrifice 
of prayer and worship. We have fed on your Word, been refreshed through your living 
water, felt the encircling of your Spirit around this fellowship and around individual 
lives. As we go from this place may we continue to know your presence and power in 
the very different lives that we lead, to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

21. Adjournment –  
Motion by Cynthia Preyser that the AVM be adjourned 
 

Welcome to the 2021 Annual Vestry Meeting 
 
Welcome to all of you to our 2021Annual Vestry Meeting, which has been duly called in accordance with 
Canon 6.7.01.d – “Notice of every such meeting must be given in writing… and posted up conspicuously at or 
near the Church door, at least ten days before the day on which the meeting is to be held.” 
 

If there are any questions as to a person’s right to be on a Membership roll or to vote at any Vestry Meeting 
shall be determined by the Canonical Committee of the Parish. 
 

To ensure that you are all aware of eligibility to vote at a Vestry Meeting, you should be able to make the 
following declaration: 
 I solemnly declare that I have been a member of the Anglican Church of Canada and of this 
congregation for at least (3) three months, that I have attended regularly scheduled services of worship with 
this congregation at least (3) three times in the past year, that I am of the full age of fifteen (15) years and that I 
have not voted as a member of any other vestry during the previous three (3) months, nor do I intend to vote in 
any other vestry during the ensuing year. 
 

This declaration follows Article 1 of the Constitution (page 102) defines a “Parishioner” as “any baptized 
person who shall have been in regular attendance at a church of the Diocese for a period of not less than three 
months.” No person may, for voting purposes, be a parishioner of more than one congregation. 
 

Your attendance will be recorded and this in turn becomes part of the Vestry Meeting minutes’ record. 
 
God Bless 
The Rev. Elizabeth Northcott 
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THE PARISH REGISTER FOR 2020 

 
 

BAPTISMS 
“We receive you into the household of God…” 

 
 

 
CONFIRMATIONS 

 
 

 
MARRIAGES 

“   that they may perform and keep the vow between them made…” 
 

Shelley Janet Strange Ross 
and 

Leslie George Oulton 
 
 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

“We praise and magnify thy Holy Name for all the servants who have finished their course.” 
 
 
 

Janet Mirams-Harrison     James Patrick Tait      
 
Robert George Mottle      William (Bill) Adkins  
 
Joan Brambell      Avril Chambers  
 
Howie Meeker      Maureen Robertson 
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Report of the Incumbent 
Reflection - The year 2020 
The Rev. Elizabeth Northcott 
 
“May you live in interesting times” is certainly a blessing that has given us all pause in 
the year 2020. We have entered a time of global pandemic called CoVid 19 – and for the 
whole world, we have stopped our commerce and our social freedom of movement in 
order to “stop the spread” and “keep our bubble small.” At the same time though, we 
have continued as both individuals and a church to spread the Good News of God’s love 
to those who have a heart to hear. 
 
The members of Parish Council have taken a new responsibility of conveying St Mark’s 
news to parishioners.  A completely new ministry of communications that has been 
established allowing us to “live stream” our services of worship, while another team of 
people distribute “paper copies” to those who do not have computer access. A new 
venture also began in 2020 with a new face of our Parish newsletter, the Lamplighter 
with news and views and a wonderful colorful format being sent to all, either via email or 
paper-copy.  
 
As I’ve said before, “God has entrusted us with so many loving gifts that all work 
together to build a God-centered faith community – focused on the path that God has 
called us to walk.” Now, more than ever, we are focused on our work together. I give 
thanks every day for my co-workers in faith, that’s the whole of St Mark’s family. 
Especially I am thankful for Pam’s guidance and support in the office and Chenda and 
Terry, my Parish Wardens, for their wisdom and discernment when making difficult 
decisions. I would like to add a special word of thanks to Avis Parsons who has retired 
from being our parish organist. I know that I speak for all of us in giving thanks for her 
dedication in sharing her ministry of music with us for many years. 
 
We’re entering a new day, welcoming our new Bishop Anna Greenwood-Lee as we begin 
the year 2021, and stepping into a year of new technology. I would be lost without Barb 
Hicks’ leadership, and Gauri Harrison in the wings, and their help when “filming” every 
service, so from all of us, “thank you for keeping us together ... virtually.” 
 
Let us continue in faith together. Continue to serve God and see the face of Christ in 
everyone you meet. Continue to offer your gifts of thanksgiving as you are able and as 
God inspires you. Continue to love, as you are loved by God … and know that God holds 
us always in the palm of his hands and looks upon us with great love, “more than we 
could ever ask or imagine.” 
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Rector’s Warden Report for St. Mark’s 2020 Annual Report  
The St. Mark’s Annual General Meeting in February 2020 reviewed and certified the 2019 activities of our busy 
St. Mark’s Parish. The Parish Council and new Wardens and treasurer were sworn in. We looked forward to 
working as a leadership team to guide our faithful members forward in worship, service and fellowship during 
2020. Our plans had to take a quick turn as the COVID pandemic surfaced, our gatherings were curtailed and 
our doors were locked.  
Our Diocese tasked our Rector Elizabeth and your Wardens Chenda and Terry with keeping the physical plant 
safe. We began weekly meetings to attend to the items of business concerning our Church. We carried out 
Parish Council business in an email format most months. The Parish Council Members were attentive to voting 
on all items that required their input and approval. We were able to meet twice in a distanced format when the 
church services were reinstituted for a couple of months.  
The most important duty we undertook was to ensure ongoing communication with each parishioner. The 
Parish Council members each adopted a portion of our Parish Members List and kept in touch with their folks 
on a regular basis. We communicated information about church business, online services and our website and 
prayer ministry requests. We regularly delivered printed packages of Sermons and services to 25 folks who do 
not have online access. We heard Parishioner’s COVID stories of their needs, their anxieties, their fortitude 
and their faith. They ministered to us in equal portion and we thank them for their support.  
As Rector’s Warden my role has included not only an attention to Parish business but also an attention to 
supporting our Rector Elizabeth. We are truly blessed to have her very capable, discerning leadership during 
this time. Elizabeth ,with the assistance of Barb Hicks and Andrea Lahmer, has kept our online services and 
worship lifeline flowing with assurance and with grace. Her constant message of God’s love helps sustain us 
always.  
We will continue our walk in the days to come until we safely can gather and greet each other again.  
Thank you for your continuing prayers and financial support of our parish of St. Mark.  
 
Chenda Bishop, Rector’s Warden 
 
People’s Warden Report 
2020 has been a very unique and for a lot of our congregation a very unsettling year in the life of St. Marks. 
Our old routines of Sunday services in the church at 8:30 and 10 AM and Wednesday services at 11:30 
suddenly disappeared due to COVID. We did start up again in late August but for many it still wasn’t the same. 
Still no communion; still no choir; still no singing; still no fellowship after the services. Elizabeth, Chenda and I 
are aware that many of you are grieving for the way it was.  
However, we are doing our best with the hand we have been dealt. Elizabeth with able assistance from Andrea 
Lahmer and Barb Hicks, initiated virtual services on Sunday and Wednesday weekly which have been well 
received by the congregation and watched by friends and fans across Canada. Folks who do not have a 
computer, tablet or smart phone get the services and news delivered to their house by volunteers from the 
congregation. We have tried very hard to keep the congregation connected during COVID by having the parish 
council phoning everyone on the parish list whenever there were major changes in our church life or just to say 
“Hi, how are you?” every month or so. We have initiated more communication via Mailchimp and more recently 
by an expanded version of the lamplighter on a quarterly basis. If you have any more ideas on how we can 
better connect with each other we would be delighted to consider your suggestions. 
And as Bonnie Henry says we need to remember that COVID isn’t forever. We have received good news about 
very effective vaccines that being delivered right now in long term care facilities in BC. People over 75 may be 
getting a COVID vaccination by the end of March and vaccines will be available to everyone who wants one by 
the end of September.  
I am thankful to be working with Elizabeth and Chenda to do the work that God is calling us to do. I am thankful 
for the work of the Parish Council and their support when face to face time and discussions are hard to find. I 
am thankful for the work that Carolyn Gretsinger did to set up health protocols and recruit the COVID warriors 
to keep us safe during our in-church services. And I am very thankful for the patience and support of the 
congregation during this difficult time. 
 
Terry Roberts, People’s Warden 
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YEARLY STATISTICS 2020 

Number of weeks to date        52  
 

 WEEKS 1 – 10 (to Sunday, March 15) Pre-COVID-19 
SUNDAY ATTENDANCE   AVG    Total 
8:30 am Communion        18         182 
10:00 am Communion         71       705 
Evensong                             28 
Taizé Prayer                    43 
Avg Sunday Attendance       89         958 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE  
Weds Communion                 169 
Christmas, Lent, etc.                 60   

Average weekly Attendance   119     1187 
  
 WEEKS 11-34 Virtual Services only (Mar. 16 to Aug. 29) 
*Services from Aug 2 to Aug 19 by the Ven Alan Naylor recorded only on website,  
therefore, no viewing numbers available 
NUMBER OF VIEWS   AVG    Total 
SUNDAY 10am Prayers   150    3153 
WEDNESDAY 11:30 Prayers  108    2262 
Maundy Thurs., Easter Vigil  215      429 
Overall Attendance & Average/Week 278    5844 
 
WEEKS 35-45(Aug 30 to Nov 11) In Person and On Line Services 
SERVICE   In Person On Line  AVG  Total 
SUNDAY 10am Prayers         366    529    81  895 
WED. 11:30am Prayers     210    778    91  999 
Other (funeral & wedding)       59    110   n/a  169 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE                2063 
 
 WEEKS 46-52 Virtual Services only (Nov 12 to Dec 31) 
NUMBER OF VIEWS    AVG   Total 
SUNDAY 10am Prayers      70    745 
WEDNESDAY 11:30am Prayers     79    868 
CHRISTMAS Services        555 
TOTAL                  2168 
 
IN PERSON SERVICES  Outside of Church   
     Private        7 
     Assisted Care       4 
     
Parishioners over 16 - Jan 1         180 
   Gains                9 
   Losses                    11 
Parishioners over 16 - Dec 31         178 
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COVID Warriors 
The onset of the COVID pandemic in mid March required St. Mark’s church to close for in person gatherings. 
In August 2020 we learned our church could open again for services. 
We needed to institute all the protocols set down by the Diocese and Dr. Bonnie Henry. 
I was tasked by Reverend Elizabeth to coordinate these protocols and train the volunteers to implement them. 
Protocols included Contact tracing, Bathroom sanitizing, hand sanitizing, seating parishioners with 6 foot 
distancing and insuring the wearing of masks. 
We had 12 volunteers trained by August 30th. Each service requires 5 volunteers. A second training session 
was held and we now have 20 wonderful, fully trained COVID Warriors. 
Although we had to close the church in November due to an increase in COVID cases, we are prepared to be 
Warriors again when we open. 
Thank you to all the valued members of our COVID Warrior team. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Carolyn Gretsinger 
 
Report from Messy Church 
Thank you to all St. Mark’s volunteers who make virtual Messy Church possible. A special shout out to Barb, 
Andrea and Elizabeth who bring Messy to life on the ‘big screen’ – oinking pigs, flying ravens and all. 
Messy paper bags brimming with crafts, stories, games and wreaths were delivered to young families to 
support the four-week website Advent program. In a comfortable chair, surrounded by stuffies, beside a 
twinkling tree, Elizabeth told the Christmas Story. Andrea, Barb and Richard provided beautiful, socially 
distanced carols for this Messy Christmas Eve Service. 
Creative and faithful volunteers have transformed a Lenten/Holy Week program based on the theme ‘Journey’. 
The back-up materials will be delivered in February and March as the five-week program “airs’ on the St. Mark 
website. Tune in!!  Till we meet again… 
 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Pecho,  
 
Music Ministry 
In some ways there is very little to report as the creation of music and in particular singing was singled out as 
something to be avoided near the beginning of the pandemic.  The Diocese took protective measures quickly 
to ensure that every church was keeping its members and communities as safe as possible. And that meant 
that as of mid March 2020 in person services were shut down and singing in church was banned!   
However, prior to that we did enjoy how cohesive and skilled our choir had become and we were planning and 
preparing some exciting offerings for Easter. They have been shelved for the next opportunity we have to 
share that music in the Easter season. 
In June I joined Barb Hicks and Elizabeth on their live streamed Facebook services.  It was a lovely feeling to 
be back in church again and the 3 of us have formed a great team and maybe even had a little fun on the way!  
If you haven’t had the chance, check out the advent 4 Messy Church service which is still on the website where 
we sing (masked and six feet apart) and do actions!  Here is the YouTube link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOqzs-i_jIs  
I have had big shoes to fill on the organ as Avis Parsons has graciously stepped away from being seated at the 
organ and taken a seat in the congregation.  I know I was happy to see her there most Wednesday and 
Sunday services and feel her blessing.  It is still strange to look at the organ and not see her there.  Thank you, 
Avis for your many years of devoted and dedicated service to St Mark’s. 
And it was so lovely to see many of your lovely faces from the piano and organ when we welcomed back in 
person services in September. Alexandra Lee our wonderful cellist returned in October to help us celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Then as Covid came a bit closer to home we paused in person services but continued both 
Sunday and Wednesday services online. Barb Hicks, Richard de Candole and Simon Burns offered their 
musical gifts during Advent. The Christmas season certainly felt different but it was a quiet and steady offering, 
which this year I have very much appreciated.  In my little family we’ve thoroughly enjoyed our far simpler life 
and are thankful for the opportunity to have learned what was really of value.  And that is how it felt in church, 
somehow in the pared down service space for reflection and prayer and peace grew tenfold.  
Andrea Lahmer 
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Prayer Chain Ministry 
My link to the Prayer Chain has a bit of history. I got to know Flo Milburn when we’d see each other at 
Wednesday liturgies and the occasional Sunday one. “Occasional Sunday” because this was before I 
transferred to St. Mark’s as my parish. Midst this I learned Flo oversaw the Prayer Chain ministry. At some 
point, she told me she was moving to Duncan soon. Then the pandemic hit; gatherings were restricted, and we 
never saw each other again. This means I cannot indicate what occurred with this ministry in the first six 
months of 2020, and not just because I have no clue when Flo moved. 
In early June I noticed on the website that Flo’s position with this ministry was still vacant. I thought and prayed 
about whether I could take on the volunteer job of coordinating this ministry for the parish, partly because I’d 
been part of a similar prayer ministry in my previous parish and understood the rationale and routine. I 
contacted Elizabeth; after some discussions with her, my involvement began in July. 
During Flo’s tenure, requests were relayed from one person in the group to the next available person. We tried 
this, it proved unwieldy. If our ministry was to pray for the most immediate needs we knew of, why not take 
advantage of the fact that everyone in the group had internet and e-mail? After another discussion with 
Elizabeth, in September we shifted to contact by e-mail, and it’s worked well since. 
Prayer requests are e-mailed weekly to the Prayer Chain members (currently thirteen), usually Mondays. 
Typically, I hear from Elizabeth with the requests. Some also come from others – usually people in the group or 
the wardens – who, by e-mail or phone, pass along requests they’ve received. The point is to be as current as 
possible. Our rule of thumb is to pray for those requests until the next Monday, the point being to respond to 
the immediate needs we know of. Any requests I learn of between Mondays go out to the group right away, 
again to the next Monday. Situations that become reasons for “ongoing prayer” continue as needed. The group 
also gets updates on, or thanks for, previous requests whenever those come in. 
This ministry is really a “behind the scenes” one: gentle, quiet, low key. We pray alone; yet in doing so we are 
church, we encounter the holiness of people’s lives and situations, and we share in God’s work through our 
prayer. Should anyone be interested in joining this ministry, do let the parish office or me know. “Many hands,” 
you know . . .  
A final note: as the “new kid on the block,” I much appreciate the members of the Prayer Chain. All have been 
active in this ministry long before I took on the coordination; their commitment and steadfast service are a great 
help to me – more importantly, blessings for all of us. 
Phyllis Thompson 
 
Healing Prayer Team 
God calls each of us to prayer both individually and corporately.  There are many ways to pray, and it is both 
humbling and our privilege to offer you the opportunity to pray with friends every Sunday.  
During this time of pandemic prayer is more important than ever whether for yourself or for loved ones who are 
ill or alone. 
Regrettably we have been unable to offer the opportunity to pray with each other since early 2020.  During the 
period of lockdown from March to July your prayer team prayed for each member of the parish every day.  
Since reopening of the church responsibility for prayer has rested with the members of the prayer chain, led by 
Phyllis Thompson. 
We look forward to being able to reinstitute our in person prayer ministry as soon as individual close contact is 
permitted.  We also hope that it will be possible to have services of healing and laying on of hands in 2021.  
If you feel that this is a ministry to which you are called please speak to me. 
Joe Forsyth 
 
Greeters’ Ministry 
On Sunday 15th March, 2020, our Greeters Program came to an abrupt end, instead of shaking hands or giving 
a hug to Parishioners and Visitors, Liz and myself, made sure each person entering the Narthex, disinfected 
their hands before going into the Church.  This was the beginning of the year of the Covid pandemic and the 
end of the Greeters program, as we know it, for this year and 2021. Of course, I haven’t had to write the usual 
welcome letters to those who sign the Visitors Book. 
The future of the Greeters is somewhat precarious, and we will have to wait and see what is in store for the 
future. Thank you to all Greeters, who have faithfully performed this wonderful ministry for the past 25 years. 
Sincerely, Janet Dol. 
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Sides People Ministry – 10am Service 
The team managed to perform their duties for the first three months of 2020. Then came the Pandemic causing 
us to be out of work since. We hope that you are all safe and under God’s protection, and we will see you all 
again when this is over. 
God’s Blessings, Jim Walker 
 
Intercessors and Readers 
In normal times when services are ongoing, Intercessors and Readers contribute their skill set to the services.  
However,2020 was an unusual year.  
When, for a brief time, services with COVID protocols in place, began, readers were able to prepare and read 
the Gospel. But those times have passed and we pray and hope that services will begin again soon and the 
contribution of parishioners to services will again be utilized. 
Respectfully submitted, Marion Jagger 
 
Servers Report 2019 
I would like to acknowledge, with thanks, the commitment to the Servers’ Ministry, by Anne, Cynthia, Wendy, 
John, Carolyn and Chenda. It is an honour and pleasure to be part of this dedicated group. 
As with other church ministries, ours also has been greatly impacted by the restrictions imposed as a result of 
Covid-19, and as such, there is not much to report on our activities since March 2020. 
We look forward with hope, to the future, and a return to some normalcy and once again be able to participate 
in the liturgy. 
Respectfully Submitted, René F. Carrière 
 
2020 Altar Guild members 
Nina Antoniuk  Anne Douglas – Coordinator / Flower ministry  Serena House 
Perry Perry  Myrna Scott – Coordinator     Maggie Vennard 
Christine Wheeldon – Flower ministry 
The Altar Guild is responsible for maintaining the Sanctuary, linens and sacred vessels.  We set up the Altar 
for regular worship, special services, baptisms, weddings, funerals and other celebrations.    
Working with the Parish Administrator, we ensure that supplies such as wine, wafers, linens, vessels and lamp 
oil are available for worship at St. Mark. 
The Flower ministry is part of the Altar Guild.  Members arrange flowers dedicated by the congregation in 
memory of loved ones, or to mark celebrations throughout the year.  No flowers are placed in the Church 
during Lent. 
For most of 2020, Altar Guild activities were limited to essential roles supporting online services, as our church 
followed provincial health guidelines and Diocesan rules limiting gatherings.  We look forward to serving the 
minister and congregation for regular worship when these services resume. 
We invite men and women in the congregation to join the Altar Guild and / or the Flower ministry.  Training and 
mentoring will be provided.  Members of the congregation are also invited to help decorate the Church for 
celebrations such as Palm Sunday, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.   
The Altar Guild offers wonderful ways to worship and serve the Lord, our minister and our congregation.   
Please consider joining us. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anne Douglas    Myrna Scott 
 
Prison Ministry  
Venue #1... Nanaimo Correction Centre 
This prison has been under lockdown conditions since mid-March, 2020: i.e. no programs, no visitors, no 
school. I remain in touch with the Chaplain and with Ministry Volunteers, preparatory to kick-starting this 
outreach as soon as allowed and safe to do so. 
Venue #2... Kairos Prison Ministry International - Clallam Bay Corrections Center... 
And International Team, including members from State of Washington, Vancouver and Lower Mainland, did 3 
days training in Nanaimo in early 2020 and were prepared to go into the prison Thurs. - Sun. for 4 day in late 
March. Since mid-March, 2020, this prison too, was locked down and has remained so to date. Team remains 
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up-to-date with training and prepared to enter prison when conditions and prison administration allow.  
Please keep the staff of these institutions and all the men living inside, in your prayers. 
Respectfully submitted: Bill Purdy 
 
Qualicum 1st Nation  
Our relationship with Chief Michael has been maintained through mutual bi-weekly phone calls since their 
'lock-down' in March. They do most of their shopping by phone, as a group, and it is delivered to their 
headquarters in bulk, by truck. The only outsiders allowed in are those kids participating in their school system. 
Chief Michael is for re-election in the few weeks. 
Please keep this community covered in prayers. Bill 
 
Manna Ministries 
Several large boxes of clothing were delivered to Manna Ministries shortly before Christmas for distribution to 
the homeless and/or jobless in Oceanside area. (Nanoose to Deep Bay) 
 
Communications Report 
It’s been an interesting year. The Communications team lost our valuable partner and friend, Bill Adkins, in the 
late spring. Bill was the Mail Chimp and ZOOM guru and will be missed dearly. Once COVID hit, 
communications became an integral part of making sure the church remained a vital part of our lives. In the 
beginning, we struggled with poor internet connections, learning and experimenting with new methods of 
posting services, bringing technology into your homes, and keeping those who don’t have internet informed 
and remembered. Many thanks to Neil and Ryan for helping with the internet connection (a huge relief).  
The wardens and vestry began a phone tree early in the pandemic to keep in touch with all parishioners and 
look after any needs they had. A delivery team was set up to get sermons and church info to all those who did 
not have internet/email access.  
Gauri Harrison was very helpful getting us up to date, and we decided Facebook "Live Feed" was the best way 
to bring the services into people’s homes. This is a simple, and virtually free, way of publishing Sunday and 
Wednesday services. It was also important to both Elizabeth and myself to keep our services at the set time 
we were all accustomed to, and the Live Feeds did just that. People who didn’t have Facebook or just wanted 
to watch on their own time could access the services through the website. For a short time in the fall, we were 
able to have limited seating services, but when COVID became serious again those were put on hold. At this 
time, we have no idea when we will be able to bring people back inside the church. Your safety is our top 
priority. 
In December, we aired Advent services, a Messy Christmas Eve service, a Holy Eucharist Christmas Eve 
service, as well as a Christmas morning service. Many thanks go out to Anne Douglas for decorating the altar 
for Advent and Christmas - it helped make those services special.  
Messy Church, Evensong and Taizé have been put on hold for now - but we will see what the new year brings. 
For Messy Advent, Elizabeth and Susan worked tirelessly to fill supply bags for our Messy families to take part 
in the Advent Series, which was available on the website. Andrea, Elizabeth and I had a great time putting the 
videos together. It was a great success and we are looking to have Messy Lent and Messy Holy Week 
packages sent out to families as well. Watch the St Mark website (stmarkqualicum.ca) for Messy Lent and Holy 
Week videos.  
The church office has taken over all Mail Chimp emails sent out to parishioners. It was decided by vestry, 
recommended by the Communications team, that the website and mail chimp be used for St Mark/Diocese 
Events and News only. Many thanks to Pam for taking this on.  
I joined up with editors John and Sue Smith in the fall to work on the first edition of the Lamplighter. We 
enjoyed working together to produce a 12 page newsletter that was available online, with a printed version sent 
to those with no internet. Many thanks to everyone who made that happen… there were many. The newsletter 
will be produced quarterly.   
We also produced new St Mark Christmas cards that were signed and sent to care homes in the area. Thanks 
to all those who signed and delivered the cards. 
We are looking forward to getting back to a new normal when we are able…. whatever that means. Thank you 
so much for your understanding and patience during this very strange time. God bless you all.  
Barbara Hicks 
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Property Report 
Necessary work carried out during 2020 
Covid-19 restricted access to the church but a few things were accomplished. 

- Heat pump was repaired due to a leakage 
- The emergency side exit stairs were repaired 
- New hot water tank installed 
- Hall floor was re-waxed 
- Cable installed for better internet reception for weekly service broadcasts 
- New automatic water shut off valve in case of major water leaks 

Thank you, Ryan Geboers - Chair  
 
Garden Report 
The garden group falls under the St. Mark's property committee, but runs as a separate function.  
 Covid-19 has impacted the garden group which did not meet, but individual volunteers kept the grounds neat 
and tidy. 
You may have noticed some changes near the office and hall.  The bushes were removed as they were 
blocking access for wheel chair and walkers. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers who came and worked on the church grounds. 
Some of this group's functions are: 
 

 - Looking after the lawn sprinkler system. 
 - Ensuring that the hedges and shrubs are trimmed. 
 - Caring for the Garden of Remembrance summer and winter. 
 - Weeding and watering of the flower beds and Meditation garden. 
 - Keeping the parking lots free of debris. 
 - Annual removal of all garden compost. 
St. Mark’s Garden Group meets on the first Tuesday morning of each month at 9:00am - 11:00am from   March 
until October.  
Thank you, Ryan Geboers - coordinator  
 
Chalice Bearers 
The fifteen chalice bearers are a dedicated group who take seriously the responsibility of serving the 
wine during eucharist.  I thank them for their service to our church community.  I know that should 
their talents be required in the future that we need only ask. 
Wendy de Candole, Coordinator of Chalice Bearers 
 
Transforming Futures Report 
I spoke at the 2020 AVM about the visioning our church would embark upon…  we asked the question: 
WHERE IS GOD CALLING US?  What is God calling us to do… or to be within our parish…within our 
community and as part of the Diocese.   
This vision for our church would NOT be based on a few but of necessity it would include every member of our 
church family who wished to participate. And then Covid-19 descended upon us. Covid-19 stopped us in our 
tracks and while we left this on the monthly parish council it became apparent that the health of our parish 
family took precedence over visioning. So here we are - thankful for our church leadership in keeping us safe 
but with a project that never took off. 
We will wait upon the Lord to renew our strength-as the full body of Christ -before our path is set before us.. 
Respectfully submitted, Cynthia Preyser 
 
Bible Study 
We met as usual until the end of March, and after a break met a few times while the church was open.   We 
have not met since September, but have kept in touch with each other, which has been a great support, and 
look forward to meeting as soon as possible. 
Vera Brassel 
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Hospitality Ministry 
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic the services of the hospitality groups were not required in 2020. Events, for 
which we would have normally been involved, were postponed or not held at all. (As an example:  No funeral 
reception for James Tait who passed away early in the year 2020) 
In February the parishioners attending the Annual Vestry Meeting brought their own lunch and the faithful 
Sunday morning "coffee crew" served us well. 
Beyond March 2020 our services were on "lock-down" because of the pandemic and remains so as of January 
2021. 
Respectfully submitted, Ursula Hitchcock 
 
Transportation Ministry 
The Transportation Ministry provides transportation to the 10:00 AM service for parishioners who do not have a 
car or are unable to otherwise get a ride to church. We started 2020 driving two parishioners but the ministry 
ended when the church was closed in mid- March due to COVID 19. The Transportation Ministry resumed for a 
few weeks after services resumed in the church on August 30th but stopped when the church closed again in 
November.  
Terry Roberts. 
 
Tele-Care Ministry 
Although we are mostly confined to our homes and our telephone, our Tele-Care ministry keeps in touch with 
those folk on their list. Many are very happy to know that others care. And they are interested in how others are 
coping with this Pandemic. I am sure we are all praying that this will be over before too long. 
Blessing to you all, Myrna Scott 
 
St. Mark’s Fair Report 
For the first time since its inception, St Mark’s Community Fair was cancelled due to the COVID 19 pandemic. 
All Fair committee members were notified as well as sponsors, partners, church stall conveners, and fair 
vendors. Fortunately, only a few vendors had already registered so their payments were returned.  
Be assured, this is NOT the end of our wonderful Fair. It will be held again although at this time an exact date 
is unknown but when it is held again, we will adhere to Public Health guidelines. 
Sandy Morter 
 
St. Mark’s Men’s Club 
Men’s Club met in January and March 2020 and then shut down due to COVID 19.  
One major event in 2020 is worthy of reporting. The Men’s Club has been helping to sponsor a medical student 
from Guatemala for a number of years. Enio’s need for financial support was brought to our attention by Jill 
Sampson of the Poco a Poco Service Society who made several trips to Guatemala and kept us updated on 
his progress. After medical school, Enio worked in the Esquintla Hospital and a rural clinic in Guatemala. Enio 
had his official virtual graduation this year and is now able to start his surgical residency. Jill advised that Enio 
thanked us from the bottom of his heart and stated that without our help his dream of becoming a medical 
doctor would not have been possible.  
The Men’s Club would like to thank Jill Sampson for believing in Enio and for sharing her belief with the Men’s 
Club. We enjoyed being a small part of his journey. 
 
Terry Roberts 
Chair 
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