
1-2 Kings                                                                          Study Notes       
Lesson 7 - 1 Kings 14:21-16:34 

Introduction

In our last study we noted the division of the kingdom into that of the north (Israel) and in the 
south (Judah). This all came about because of the nations movement toward idolatry and the 
refusal of its leaders to obey the clear teaching of God’s word. The consequence of this 
departure from following God are now seen  in the activities of  several generations of kings. 
And yet through it all what we discover is that God, in spite of the waywardness of his people, 
remains faithful to them and ultimately to his sovereign purposes for them.


Study Questions

1. In 1 Kings 14 the reigns of Jeroboam and Rehoboam come to an end. In what ways do you 

see the consequences of sin of catching up with people in this chapter? How do the events 
of this chapter cast an ominous cloud over the future os both Israel and Judah?


2. From what you see in 14:21-23, how would you summarize the spiritual condition  of Judah 
under the reign of Rehoboam?


3. You will notice the narrative picks up speed in chapters 15 and 16. Do you notice any 
patterns emerging? Do you see these patterns in other areas of human history as well? 
What do they tell you about the nature of humankind?


4. How might the sins of one person affect others? Do you see any examples in these 
chapters ?


5. In 15:4 we see the phrase ”a lamp in Jerusalem”. What does this mean and where have we 
seen it before? Is this significant? Why or why not?


Consider  . . .

“What was right in the eyes of God” (15:11)?  1

David had done this (see15:5), and now Asa is said to have done it also. Seven other rulers of 
Judah will also accomplish it: Jehoshaphat (22:43), Joash (2 Kings 12:2), Amaziah (2 Kings 
14:3), Azariah (2 Kings 15:3), Jotham (2 Kings 15:34), Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:3), Josiah (2 Kings 
22:2). For many of them, this praise is qualified by the mention of something wrong that they 
also did. Meanwhile, on Israel’s throne, only King Jehu earned similar praise (2 Kings 10:30-31).


 1 and 2 Kings “Life Change” by Nav Press pg. 441



6. In 15:1-24 we learn of Asa who “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord” (vs.11). In verse 
13 it says he removed either his grandmother from her position of authority because of her 
idolatry. Whats costs might believers today pay in order to be faithful to God?


7. In what ways was God faithful to his people while many of these kings went astray?


8. In 15:25-16:34 we see a number  of progressively worse kings in Israel. Note some of the 
tragic events contained here. What do they teach us?


9. How does God show himself to be a good king in contrast to Israel’s evil kings? 


10. Why are the prophets so important in this particular era of Israel’s history?


Prophetic Word 
2

First Kings 11-16 sees a spike in prophetic activity, as “the word of the Lord” comes frequently 
to God’s people (11:29-39; 12:23-24; 13:1-3,18,21-22; 14:6-16; 16:1-4). The binding nature of 
the prophetic word is emphasized in these chapters (e.g., 12:15; 13:32), such that prophets are 
in authority even over kings (13:4-6), although they themselves are subject to their own 
prophetic word (13:11-34). The drama of 1 and 2 Kings makes it unmistakably clear that God’s 
word is absolutely sovereign and whatever it foretells will come to pass. Those who ignore its 
warnings, such as Jeroboam, do so at their own peril, as we saw in last weeks study.


Personal Reflection


Describe how God’s steadfast love has been manifested in your life.


In what ways can we as Christians emulate the characteristics of the “good” kings and not 
those  of the “bad” kings?


Consider what areas the Lord needs to be at work in your life and pray for the Spirit to guide 
you.
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