
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Scripture  Text: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 

of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— a day of darkness and 

gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be 

again after them in ages to come. 

 

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with                  

weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to 

the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and                

relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for 

the LORD, your God? 

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people.  

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the 

breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 

 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let 

them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a 

byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, „Where is their 

God?‟ ” 

 

Devotional   Pastor Rachel Laughlin         pastorrachel@popportage.org 

 

The first reading on Ash Wednesday is always this section from the prophet Joel. 

It‟s easy to focus our attention the words of gloom and darkness and miss the 

part where the prophet calls the people into community. Joel offers a wakeup 

call to a people that had become complacent in their routines and                  

assumptions. His words are a solemn reminder to return to God and remember 

what‟s really important. “Gather the people. Sanctify the congregation.                   

Assemble everyone! God is up to something new and it‟s time to pay atten-

tion!” 

 

We are created for community: with one another, with the world, with creation, 

and with God. We are entering this season of Lent after many months of physi-

cal separation, at a time when our ways of gathering have undergone incredi-

ble change. We begin this liturgical season of wilderness wandering still weary 

from the many months of pandemic wilderness we have experienced. So 

much is still unknown. Not all of us feel safe being in the same room together 

quite yet.         

 

          Cont. 

Manna Moments 
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One thing is sure: we are the body of Christ in the world, created and beloved 

by God and called to be instruments of God‟s peace and wholeness. This Lent, 

we‟ll work together to deepen and strengthen our community connections the 

using the means the Church has always used: scripture, praise, worship, and 

prayer.  We are created for community even when our ways of being                       

community shift, as they have many times over the generations. In the midst of 

that change, God continues to call us to return to the heart of things and               

remember what is most important. 

 

We are people created, chosen by God. 

Then we’re washed, ever gently, in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door. 

To a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 

Baptized and Set Free, ELW #453 st. 1 

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

How will you return to God and strengthen your community connections this 

Lent? Write down your commitment on a post it note and put it somewhere 

you‟ll see it every day. 

 

Here are a few ideas you could try: 

Encountering Scripture: call a friend from church once a week to talk about 

something you heard in a sermon or read in a Manna Moment, join a Bible 

study group  

Praising God: learn a new hymn or song each week of Lent, make up a dance 

to your favorite song about God, write down three things God has done for 

you every day 

Worship: watch the livestream each Sunday with your household or call a 

friend and watch it “together” over the phone (Pastor Rachel and her            

husband did this with episodes of Star Trek while he was at Fort Leonard 

Wood), participate in the Wednesday evening Lent Zooms, host a weekly 

worship time in your home (contact Pastor Rachel or Youth Minister Megan 

for ideas to get you started) 

Prayer: pray for everyone on the church prayer list (found in the newsletter 

and Peace Proclamations) at least once a week by name, find a prayer 

partner and pray through the list and/or your own prayer concerns each 

week,  join the prayer team. 

 

Notes:  

Manna Moments 
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