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• A universal principle in life is: ___________________________________________. 

There Are Three Battles We Are Fighting . . 

1. The battle __________________________________________________________________________. 

Romans 7:18-23, “I know I am rotten through and through so far as my old sinful nature, my flesh is concerned. No matter 
which way I turn I can’t make myself do right. I want to but I can’t. 19When I want to do good, I don’t; and when I try not to 
do wrong, I do it anyway. 20Now if I am doing what I don’t want to, it is plain where the trouble is: sin still has me in its evil 
grasp. 21It seems to be a fact of life that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22I love to do God’s 
will so far as my new nature is concerned; 23but there is something else deep within me, in my lower nature, that is at war 
with my mind and wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. In my mind I want to be God’s 
willing servant, but instead I find myself still enslaved to sin” (TLB).  

2. The battle __________________________________________________________________________. 

John 15:19, “If you were to give your allegiance to the world, they would love and welcome you as one of their own. But 
because you won’t align yourself with the values of this world, they will hate you. I have chosen you and taken you out of 
the world to be Mine” (TPT).  
Romans 12:2a, “Stop imitating and conforming to the ideals and opinions of the culture around you, but be inwardly 
transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total reformation of how you think” (TPT). 

3. The battle __________________________________________________________________________. 

Ephesians 6:12, “For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bodies—the 
evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic and demonic beings and great evil princes of darkness who rule this 
world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the spirit world” (TLB). 

• Hebrews 11 is God’s ___________________________________________________________. 

Truths About Learning To Live By Faith 

1. Learning to live by with involves ___________ and ______________________________________ from God. 

Hebrews 11:35a-38, “But others trusted God and they were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn from God and be 
free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better life. 36Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with 
whips. Others were chained in dungeons. 37Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in half; others were killed with 
the sword. Some went about in skins of sheep and goats, hungry and oppressed and mistreated.  38They were too good 
for this world.” I’d like God to be able to say that about me and you! They wandered over deserts and mountains, hiding in 
caves and holes in the ground” (PAR). 

2. Some of God’s ______________________ will not be fulfilled until _________________________. 

Hebrews 11:39, “All of these people we have mentioned received God’s approval because of their faith, yet none of them 
received all that God had promised!” (PAR). 

• There are ________________ promises from God in the Bible.  1

3. You can’t receive God’s promise of the ___________ until you ___________________________________. 

Hebrews 11:40, “For God had far better things in mind for us that would also benefit them, for they can’t receive the prize 
at the end of the race until we finish the race!” (PAR). 

• This race we are in is not ultimately won until the ______________________________ crosses the finish line. 

To Keep From Throwing In The Towel In The Christian Race, I Must . . . 

1. Look to heaven to see those who ______________________________________________________________________. 

Hebrews 12:1a, "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith . . .” (NLT). 
2 Chronicles 16:9a, “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to Him” (NLT). 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionary-of-bible-themes/5467-promises-divine.  1
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Job 31:4, “God knows everything I do; He sees every step I take” (GNT).  
Psalm 139:15-16a, “You, God, watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark 
of the womb. 16You saw me before I was born” (NLT). 
Luke 12:4, “God even knows how many hairs you have on your head” (EXB). 
Psalm 139:2b, 4, “You know my thoughts even when I’m far away . . .4You know what I am going to say even before I say 
it, Lord” (NLT). 

2. Remember to eliminate the ______________ and focus on ______________________________________. 

Hebrews 12:1b, “. . . let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up and 
hinders our progress” (NLT). 

a. What are weights? The Greek New Testament word is [ὄγκος; ongkos]. This word refers to something that is not bad 
in itself. Typically it is something that is good and innocent. It is something that weighs us down, diverts our attention, 
saps our energy, and dampens our enthusiasm for the __________ ___________________. Therefore, it could be a 
relationship, a job, sports — things you are giving too much time to in your life. A lot of things are not necessarily 
wrong — they are just not necessary.  

b.
c. Sin especially will slow you down. The Greek New Testament word used here is [ἁµαρτία; hamartia]. In this case, this 

word is used with a definite article to refer to ______________________________  of any reader this text. What is 
sin? Sin is anything ________________________________ and you do it any way. Sin is also knowing the 
__________________________________ and not doing it. 

James 4:17, “Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it” (NLT). 

3. Run God’s race for __________, not other ____________________________________________________. 

Hebrews 12:1c, “And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us” (NLT). 

a. The word Greek New Testament  translated as “endurance” is [ὑποµονή; hupomonē]. It is often translated as 
“____________________, “ which connotes _________ and _________________.”  

b.
c. The Greek New Testament word translated as “race” is [ἀγών; agōn]. It is where we get our English word 

“_____________________.” 

4. Keep my focus on __________________, not on my __________________________________________. 

Hebrews 12:2a, “We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish” (PAR). 
Jonah 2:7, “When I had lost all hope I once again turned my thoughts to the Lord” (TLB). 

5. Minimize the short-term ____________ by maximizing the long-term ______________________. 

Hebrews 12:2b, “He [Jesus] was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy He knew would be His 
afterwards. Now He’s seated in the place of highest honor beside God’s throne in heaven!” (TLB). 

• Pray down the _____________________ and pray up the ____________________________. 

2 Corinthians 11:23b-27, “I have worked harder and have been put in jail more times. I have been beaten with whips more 
and have been in danger of death more often. 24Five times the Jews gave me thirty-nine lashes with a whip. 25Three times 
the Romans beat me with a big stick, and once my enemies stoned me. I have been shipwrecked three times, and I even 
had to spend a night and a day in the sea. 26During my many travels, I have been in danger from rivers, robbers, my own 
people, and foreigners. My life has been in danger in cities, in deserts, at sea, and with people who only pretended to be 
the Lord’s followers. 27I have worked and struggled and spent many sleepless nights. I have gone hungry and thirsty and 
often had nothing to eat. I have been cold from not having enough clothes to keep me warm” (CEV). 
2 Corinthians 4:16-17, ”Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all” (NIV). 
Galatians 6:9, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” 
(NIV). 

6. Remember all that Jesus ________________________________________________________________________. 

Hebrews 12:3-4, “Think of all the hostility He endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up. 
4After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin” (NLT).  
2 Corinthians 8:10-11, “Finish what you started to do a year ago, for you were not only the first to propose this idea, but 
the first to begin doing something about it. 11Having started the ball rolling so enthusiastically, you should carry this project 
through to completion just as gladly, giving whatever you can out of whatever you have. Let your enthusiastic idea at the 
start be equalled by your realistic action now” (TLB). 

• What do I need to ______________________ that I’ve ________________________? A vow to God or a spouse?
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