
What are you going to give up for lent?  Giving up some small pleasure for Lent, like chocolate or coffee, can 
be a nice way to remind ourselves throughout Lent that it is Lent. When we reach out for those things we re-
member that we are denying ourselves in commemoration of Our Lord’s suffering. 
This isn’t to please God or gain His favor. Nor can such a denial make Lent more meaningful or increase faith. 
It is a simple attempt to keep ourselves mindful throughout the day that it is Lent. That is a valid Christian 
desire and discipline. 
Curbing the flesh is always good.  I know my Doctor would be pleased if I gave up a few calories. 
Lent isn’t ultimately about giving things up or self-improvement in the conventional sense. Lent is a season of 
preparation. We are preparing to celebrate Easter and the Church is always prepared in the same way: by re-
pentance. 
True repentance is not simply feeling sorry, and it certainly isn’t an emotional frenzy of despair. Nor is it an 
outward discipline for the world to see. True repentance means turning away from sin in sorrow and also 
turning toward God in joy. That is to say, that true repentance is faith. It expects forgiveness. It trusts in Christ 
to give it. Judas was not truly repentant (Matthew 27:3-5). He was only remorseful. He did not think he could 
be forgiven. He did not trust Jesus to love him. In contrast, St. Peter was repentant (Mark 14:66-72). He was 
more than remorseful. He was sorry for his sins and ashamed of what he had done, but even more than this, 
he trusted in Christ to be merciful. 
Lent is therefore not so much a time of “giving things up” as it is a time for adding things that increase our 
awareness of God’s mercy in Christ Jesus. When Lent leads us to repentance, it isn’t to make us sad or to some-
how get God’s attention. It is to strengthen our faith. Part of that strengthening includes an increased aware-
ness of our great need — and yes, that often means a stern preaching of the Law.  But that is not the real pur-
pose of Lent. For Lent also includes, and is mostly focused on, the solution to that need: the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ for our redemption.  
Every week we have bible studies on Wednesday at 10:30 A.M.  This will be a time to continue our learning 
about the importance of repentance and our need of forgiveness. If you are looking for something to give up 
this Lenten season why not give up some of your time. Don’t do it to make yourself sad. Do it for the joy of 
hearing God’s Word and how He works by the means of Grace.  That is what Lent is meant for. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Karl 
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Bethlehem Extends re:Vitality  Survey Deadline to March 8 

Our congregation is participating in the LCMS Lutheran revitalization program called re:Vitality.  “Vital” is the 
key component of “revitalization.”  Wherever the Word is proclaimed in its purity and God’s Sacraments are 
rightly administered, there is spiritual vitality.  re:Vitality builds upon spiritual vitality and guides the church 
in positive action for sustainable, adaptable, focused, and healthy ministry for years to come.   

The first step in the re:Vitality process is to submit honest feedback about our congregation from everyone in-
volved. We want to encourage everyone to fill out a simple online questionnaire; husbands and wives should 
each complete their own survey. To complete the survey, go to : www.lcms.org/survey/revitality   anytime 
until March 8, and enter our congregation code:  C325936.   

For those that prefer to use a paper version of the survey, there will be copies available in the Narthex and at 
the entrance to the fellowship hall.  Place the completed surveys in the boxes next to the surveys.   

ALL responses , online or paper, are completely anonymous.   

The resulting reports will be based on the compilation of all the responses submitted.  The combined feedback 
will provide us with an assessment of where we are as a church today including our strengths and our oppor-
tunities for the future.  The report will be ours and will not be shared with anyone outside of our congregation. 

We will use our feedback to determine the next steps to take to strength Bethlehem.  We will share our feed-
back with everyone and engage your help in initiating these efforts. 

March 2020 

http://www.lcms.org/survey/revitality
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LWML 

The Ladies of Bethlehem  wish to 
thank all who so generously sup-
ported the Mission Haiti project 
(dresses, shorts and undies). See 
the pictures on page 4. 

The quilt and prayer shawl ticket 
sales were very successful.  Gary 
Dreischerf was the lucky winner of 
the quilt and Gary Schaeffer’s sis-
ter, Susan Cook, won the prayer 
shawl. 

We also had the Muffin’s for Mites 
Mission sale and the February din-
ner proceeds went to support our 
missions. 

February 9 was LWML Sunday.  
See the pictures, on page 4, of the 
ladies who attended and support-
ed the service. 

We had a wonderful LWML 
month because we are blessed to 
have  the generosity and willing 
work of so many members of this 
congregation.  

Pam  
 

STEWARDSHIP 

Are you aware that you can make a 
tax-free gift to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church from your IRA/401K? 

If you’re 70 1/2 or older the IRS 
requires that you withdraw an 
amount they calculate and call  
your RMD (required minimum 
distribution).  You are taxed on this 
amount at your regular tax rate.  If 
you don’t withdraw your RMD 
you have to pay a penalty of 50%. 

However, if you make a contribu-
tion to a qualified charity 
(Bethlehem) as part of your RMD 
there is no tax on that portion.  
This is known as a qualified chari-
table distribution or QCD.  It helps 
ease the burden on your annual 
offering to the Bethlehem while 
still benefitting the church. 

Please consider this opportunity 
now and in the future. 
Your Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

We need volunteers to serve on 
the Altar Guild.     

Please see Pam Rugenstein 

  

We have had the initial meeting to 
begin planning for this years Vaca-
tion Bible School.  There was a lot 
of good input from a large group of 
volunteers that attended. 

“Rainforest Explorers” is this years 
theme for VBS which is scheduled 
for July 20-24.  The closing and pic-
nic will be on Sunday July 26th. 

 We are looking for volunteers to 
help.  If you can help in any way. 
Please let me know either in church 
or at 712-269-7528. 

 Working for and with the kids to 
show that the love of Jesus is a re-
warding experience.  Watch the 
bulletin and future newsletters for 
updates. 

 On Saturday, February 29 we had 
a group of 25 youth and adults go 
to the IMAG in Ft. Myers.  What an 
exciting day.  Ask the youth what 
they did when you see them. See 
the pictures below. 

Yearn to learn,  Sandy 

 

MOVIE NIGHT 

Gary Dreischerf and Linda 
Kirsch hosted movie night at 
Bethlehem on February 23. 
Over 20 people attended, enjoy-
ing the movie with popcorn and 
root beer floats. 

Thanks to all who helped with 
set up and clean up. 

Because of the Installation ser-
vice on March 29, movie night 
in March will be on the 22nd.  

Youth Group Visits  

Fort Myers  IMAG Center 
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                              Elders                        Altar Guild        

March 1 
Communion 

John Wittenberg 

Kurt Laser 

Sandy 

Grage 

  &  

Pam 

Rugenstein 

March 8 Edison Johnson      

March 15  
Communion 

John Wittenberg 

Ron Mueller 

March 22 Paul Rugenstein 

March 29 
Communion 

Edison Johnson      

Kurt Laser 

  MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
9 Barbara Schaeffer 

11 Ben Smith 

13 Ruthann Thornton 

16 Patricia Kulbacki 

17 Jennifer Morosey; Rudy Rugenstein 

18  Carol Laser, Norma Martin 

23 Kay Remmers 

25 Sue Hartman 

26 Robert Hedrick 

29 Marny Miles; Rita Wellman 

 MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
11 Barbara Bulmahn/Vern Stork 

15 Terri and Richard Gerlach 

21 Audry and Al Vine 

22 Barbara and Gary Schaeffer 

30 Pam and Paul Rugenstein 

May God Bless Each One of You As  
We Celebrate Your Special Day! 

MARCH 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

2 

LWML Meeting 

1:00 

3 4 

10:30 Bible Study 

5 6 7 

8  10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

9 10 11 

10:30 Bible Study 

12 

Church Dinner 

4-7PM 

13 14 

15  10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

16 17 18 

10:30 Bible Study 

19 20 21 

22  10:30 Worship 
       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

    6:00 Movie Night 

23 24 25 

10:30 Bible Study 

26 27 

6:30 

Youth Group 

28 

29  10:30 Worship 
       9:00 Bible Class           

Sunday School 

4:00 Installation 

 

30 31     

APRIL 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5   10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

6    

LWML Meeting 

      1:00 

7 8 9   Maundy Thursday 

 
4-6   Church Dinner 

7:00   Worship  

10 Good Friday 

     7:00 Worship 

11 

12 EASTER  
          
6:30 Sunrise Service 
 8-10 Breakfast 
10:30  Easter Service 
11:45 Easter Egg Hunt 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 10:30 Worship 

       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26  10:30 Worship 
       9:00 Bible Class 

Sunday School 

    6:00 Movie Night 

27 28 29 30   

https://clipartix.com/st-patricks-day-clipart-image-29548/


 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

  Page 4 Bethlehem News 

Website:  www.blcefm.org            

Email: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

Phone: 239-694-3878  

Sunday Worship 

9:00AM  Bible Study and Sun 

School 

9:45-10:30  Fellowship Time 

10:30 AM    Worship Service 
 

Rev. Karl Glander 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 

239-293-1489                            

Organist: Holly Bell 

Church Secretary: Linda Kirsch 

        Prayer Chain Needs 

 Do you know that Bethlehem has a  

prayer chain that prays for the sick, 

dying and hurting needs of our church 

family?                                                    

Call or email Linda at (239) 693-5026 

or    jlkirsch3@comcast.net                                                         

Pictured above are the ladies who 
sewed the dresses for the children 
in Haiti. 

February 9 was LWML Sunday at Bethlehem. 

The ladies attending served as ushers, greeters 
and the reader for the worship service. 


