
Jay Gould Memorial Reformed Church February 21, 2021

Order of Worship

Prelude: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

arr. Lloyd Larson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dan Chien, Organist

Welcome: “Create in me a clean heart, O God” is our prayer for

this first Sunday in Lent. As we worship, examine your own life for

those things that separate you from God, and then confess them

that you might experience anew the forgiving love of God. May all

who worship experience God’s blessings! 

Call to Worship —from Psalm 42:5; 124:8, NRSV Rev. Richard Dykstra

Our help is in the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth.

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted

within me?

Hope in God; for we shall praise him, our help and our God.

Prayer of Approach 

Holy and loving God, as we worship you today, we long for

your Spirit to both comfort and challenge us, to help us

become more holy and more loving. In a world that does not

understand repentance, we pray for new understanding,

humility, patience and discipline that will help us die to sin and

live for Jesus. Amen. 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King”

Announcements

Call to Confession 

Lent is a journey of deepening reflection and renewal, an

opportunity to make new commitments in faith.

We prepare for the journey by setting aside burdens that would

weigh us down.

Let us turn to God and confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

   Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your

steadfast love; according to your abundant mercies, blot

out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our

iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our

transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a

clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within

us. Cast us not away from your presence, and take not

your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your

salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit..... (silent

prayer). Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie Eleison: Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy

upon us; Lord, have mercy upon us.”

The Assurance of Pardon and The Law of God

The Old Testament Reading: Genesis 9:8-17. Alex Zurita, Reader

Anthem: “This is My Father’s World” . . . . . . . arr. Roy Ringwald

The Epistle: I Peter 3:18-22

The Gospel:  Mark 1:9-15

Sermon: “Tempted”



Offertory: “When Jesus Came to Jordan”

Prayer of Dedication

Compassionate God, we offer you these gifts as signs of our

time and labor.

Receive the offering of our lives and feed us with your grace,

that in the midst of death all creation might feast

on your unending life in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Doxology

Sharing of Joys & Concerns 

Prayer of Intercession

Hear our intercessions for your church around the world,

we ask new life.

For all who carry out ministries in your church,

we ask grace and wisdom.

For people who have accepted spiritual disciplines,

we ask inspired discipleship.

For Christians of every land,

we ask new unity in your name.

For those who cannot believe,

we ask your faithful love.

For governors and rulers in every land,

we ask your guidance.

For people who suffer and sorrow,

we ask your healing peace.

[After a brief silence, the leader concludes:]

Holy God, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful

world and brought humanity the gift of reconciliation by

the suffering and death he endured.

Teach us who bear his name to follow his example.

May our faith, hope, and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to

peace, and death to eternal life, 

through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: “Shall We Gather at the River”

Benediction 

May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit,

give you a contrite heart.

May Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the tree, heal you

by his wounds.

May the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth, speak to you

words of pardon and peace. Amen.

Postlude: “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” . arr. Fred Bock


