
Connected   -   The   Fruit   
  
  

“It   isn’t   hard   to   be   good   from   time   to   time   in   sports.   What   is   tough,   is   being   good   
every   day.”    
-   Willie   Mays   

  
I   don’t   know   about   you   but   I’ve   found   that   it’s   pretty   easy   to   be   bad.   It   almost   takes   no   effort   at   
all.   And   I   think   this   quote   relates   well   to   life.   It’s   easy   to   be   good   from   time   to   time...anyone   can   
do   that.   It’s   hard   to   be   good   every   day…   
  

But   the   Word   of   God   says   you   can...let’s   discover   how!   
  

John   15:1-8   (NKJV)   
“I   am   the   true   vine,   and   My   Father   is   the   vinedresser.   2   Every   branch   in   Me   that   does   not   
bear   fruit   He   takes   away;   and   every   branch   that   bears   fruit   He   prunes,   that   it   may   bear   
more   fruit.   3   You   are   already   clean   because   of   the   word   which   I   have   spoken   to   you.   4   
Abide   in   Me,   and   I   in   you.   As   the   branch   cannot   bear   fruit   of   itself,   unless   it   abides   in   the   
vine,   neither   can   you,   unless   you   abide   in   Me.   
5   “I   am   the   vine,   you   are   the   branches.   He   who   abides   in   Me,   and   I   in   him,   bears   much   
fruit;   for   without   Me   you   can   do   nothing.   6   If   anyone   does   not   abide   in   Me,   he   is   cast   out   
as   a   branch   and   is   withered;   and   they   gather   them   and   throw   them   into   the   fire,   and   they   
are   burned.   7   If   you   abide   in   Me,   and   My   words   abide   in   you,   you   will   ask   what   you   
desire,   and   it   shall   be   done   for   you.   8   By   this   My   Father   is   glorified,   that   you   bear   much   
fruit;   so   you   will   be   My   disciples.   

  
We’ve   focused   on   Vine   (Jesus),   the   Branches   (Us),   the   Gardener   (the   Father)   and   today   we’re   
going   to   dig   deeper   into   the   fruit.     
  

If   you   remember   when   I   taught   on   the   branches,   we   saw   that   bearing   fruit   it   to   hold   it   up,   to   exalt   
the   fruit   and   that   fruit   is   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit:   love,   joy,   peace,   patience,   kindness,   goodness,   
faithfulness,   gentleness,   and   self-control.     
  

This   is   the   fruit   that   is   produced   through   you   when   you   remain   connected   to   Jesus!     
  

You   must   allow   the   Spirit   of   God   to   produce   the   fruit   and   then   you   hold   it   up!     
  

Now   let’s   get   some   further   application   on   the   fruit.     
  

In   this   text   about   the   vine   and   the   branches,   Jesus   lists   4    levels   of   fruit   bearing:   
  

1. No   Fruit   -   needs   lifting   up   by   God   
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2. Fruit   -   needs   pruned   by   God   
3. More   Fruit   -   More   is   greater   in   quantity   but   also   greater   in   quality,   superior,   more   

excellent   
4. Much   Fruit   -   large   quantity,   large   quality,   glorifies   God   

  
Some   people   might   say   that   Christians   are   a   little   fruity...good!   We   should   be!   Much   Fruity!   
  

Clearly   results   matter   to   God.   Each   branch   bears   a   different   amount   of   fruit   and   all   fruit   honors   
God.   But   God’s   greatest   glory   comes   from   the   ones   who   bear   much   fruit!   Results   matter…   
  

It’s   taboo   in   the   church   to   talk   about   results,   we   say   “it’s   your   heart   that   counts”   and   while   that’s   
true,   the   Word   says:     
  

Matthew   6:21   (NKJV)   
For   where   your   treasure   is,   there   your   heart   will   be   also.   

  
Your   heart   is   revealed   by   what   you   DO!   James   wrote   that   we   should   not   only   be   hearers   of   the   
Word   but   DOERS!   Because   doing   gets   results!     
  

I   know   I   told   you   that   our   job   is   to   bear,   hold   up   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit,   and   it   is...but   then   what   
does   it   mean   to   bear   more   fruit,   and   much   fruit?   It’s   something   on   top   of   that,   something   that   
builds   on   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit…   
  

Titus   3:14   (NKJV)   
And   let   our   people   also   learn   to   maintain   good   works,   to   meet   urgent   needs,   that   they   
may   not   be   unfruitful.   

  
Fruit   is   God’s   picture   of   eternal   results   stemming   from   your   life.   Good   works   are   spiritual   fruit!     
  

“Learn   to   maintain   good   works” ... maintain    in   the   Greek   is   proistemi   (proy-stay-me)   meaning   to   
set   before,   to   be   a   protector   of,   to   give   attention   to.   
  

Remember   how   we   are   to   bear   fruit?   To   lift   it   up,   exalt   it…   
  

We   are   to   set   good   works   before   us,   protect   them,   give   attention   to   them...it’s   a   way   of   bearing.   
You   intentionally   choose   to   put   them   in   front   of   you.   You   don’t   pay   attention   to   the   bad,   you   pay   
attention   to   the   good   works.   You   don’t   put   the   bad   in   front   of   you,   you   put   the   good   works   before   
you.   And   protect   them!     
  

Marketing   -   they   put   something   in   front   of   you,   it’s   a   competition   for   your   focus.   Each   
company   will   do   whatever   it   takes   to   be   before   you,   to   get   you   to   pay   attention   to   it...   

  
Let’s   look   at   the   life   of   Joseph   in   the   OT   for   an   example   of   maintaining   good   works:   
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Genesis   49:22   (NKJV)   
“Joseph   is   a   fruitful   bough,   
A   fruitful   bough   by   a   well;   
His   branches   run   over   the   wall.   

  
Bough   -   son,   member   
  

Genesis   39:2   (NKJV)   
The   Lord   was   with   Joseph,   and   he   was   a   successful   man;   and   he   was   in   the   house   of   
his   master   the   Egyptian.   

  
Joseph   had   a   dream,   shares   the   dream,   gets   sold   into   slavery.   Ends   up   in   Egypt,   in   charge   of   
Potiphar’s   house.   Why?     
  

Genesis   39:3-4   (NKJV)   
And   his   master   saw   that   the   Lord   was   with   him   and   that   the   Lord   made   all   he   did   [ a ]to   
prosper   in   his   hand.   4   So   Joseph   found   favor   in   his   sight,   and   served   him.   

  
Potiphar’s   wife   tries   to   seduce   Joseph   but   he   flees,   gets   accused   anyway   and   ends   up   in   prison.     
  

Genesis   39:21   (NKJV)   
But   the   Lord   was   with   Joseph   and   showed   him   mercy,   and   He   gave   him   favor   in   the   
sight   of   the   keeper   of   the   prison.   

  
Joseph   gets   put   in   charge   of   the   prisoners.   Pharaoh's   butler   and   baker   are   in   there,   they   have   
dreams,   Joseph   interprets   them   and   says   “don’t   forget   about   be   when   you   get   out...tell   your   
boss   what   I   have   done”.   They   forget…   
  

Until   Pharoah   has   a   dream   that   no   one   can   interpret,   then   Joseph   is   remembered.   He   comes,   
interprets   it   and   is   put   in   charge   of   everything,   second   in   command   to   Pharaoh.   
  

Everywhere   Joseph   went,   he   would   bear   fruit...   
  

“Joseph   is   a   fruitful   bough,   
A   fruitful   bough   by   a   well;   
His   branches   run   over   the   wall.   

  
The   difference   between   me   or   you   and   Joseph   is   that   even   when   things   didn’t   go   as   planned   
and   life   could   have   been   considered   to   really   stink...Joseph   continued   to   maintain   good   works.     
  

He   didn’t   set   his   circumstances   in   front,   he   set   good   works,   fruit   in   front.   He   didn’t   give   attention   
to   his   circumstances,   he   gave   attention   to   the   good   works.   He   protected   them…   
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And   what   happened?   Every   single   time,   God   used   them.   He   used   Joseph’s   good   works,   selfless   
works   that   he   did   for   others   even   while   he   was   in   bad   spots,   and   God   used   them   for   Joseph’s   
redemption   and   God’s   glory!   
  

Listen,   I’m   not   going   to   pretend   to   know   what   all   of   you   are   going   through...and   I’m   not   here   to   
tell   you   that   they   are   nothing...or   that   they   are   not   difficult...or   painful…   
  

But   what   I   am   here   to   tell   you   is   that   if   you   are   connected   to   Jesus,   and   you   bear   the   fruit   of   the   
Spirit   they   lead   to   good   works   and   those   good   works   you   are   to   set   before   you,   pay   attention   to,   
and   protect….and   if   you   can   do   THAT,   Jesus   can   use   them   in   ways   you   could   never   imagine!   
  

For   your   good,   the   good   of   others,   and   for   His   glory!   
  

Church,   even   in   the   midst   of   trouble   and   chaos...we’re   called   to   bear   fruit...   
  

Peter   encouraged   the   church   to   live   in   such   a   way   that   even   hostile   unbelievers   would   be   
persuaded   to   glorify   God   when   they   saw   their   good   works.   
  

1   Peter   2:11-12   (NKJV)   
Beloved,   I   beg   you   as   sojourners   and   pilgrims,   abstain   from   fleshly   lusts   which   war   
against   the   soul,   12   having   your   conduct   honorable   among   the   Gentiles,   that   when   they   
speak   against   you   as   evildoers,   they   may,   by   your   good   works   which   they   observe,   
glorify   God   in   the   day   of   visitation.   

  
Child   of   God….Fruit   is   the   yield   of   your   life   in   Christ!   Peter   says   you   are   sojourners   and   
pilgrims...you’re   just   visitors   passing   through…   
  

“When   in   Rome...do   as   the   Romans   do.”   That’s   a   worldly   principle,   not   a   godly   one.     
  

The   godly   statement   is   “maintain   good   works”....let   your   conduct   be   honorable   that   they   may   
see   your   good   works   and   glorify   God!     
  

Fruit   is   leading   others   to   the   Lord   
  

John   4:35-38   (NKJV)   
Do   you   not   say,   ‘There   are   still   four   months   and   then   comes   the   harvest’?   Behold,   I   say   
to   you,   lift   up   your   eyes   and   look   at   the   fields,   for   they   are   already   white   for   harvest!   36   
And   he   who   reaps   receives   wages,   and   gathers   fruit   for   eternal   life,   that   both   he   who   
sows   and   he   who   reaps   may   rejoice   together.   37   For   in   this   the   saying   is   true:   ‘One   sows   
and   another   reaps.’   38   I   sent   you   to   reap   that   for   which   you   have   not   labored;   others   
have   labored,   and   you   have   entered   into   their   labors.”   
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Fruit   is   teaching   and   encouraging   other   believers   
  

Romans   1:13   (NKJV)   
Now   I   do   not   want   you   to   be   unaware,   brethren,   that   I   often   planned   to   come   to   you   (but   
was   hindered   until   now),   that   I   might   have   some   fruit   among   you   also,   just   as   among   the   
other   Gentiles.   

  
Fruit   is   helping   or   giving   
  

Philippians   4:16-17   (NKJV)   
For   even   in   Thessalonica   you   sent   aid   once   and   again   for   my   necessities.   17   Not   that   I   
seek   the   gift,   but   I   seek   the   fruit   that   abounds   to   your   account.   

  
Fruit   is   genuine   worship   
  

Hebrews   13:15   (NKJV)   
Therefore   by   Him   let   us   continually   offer   the   sacrifice   of   praise   to   God,   that   is,   the   fruit   of   
our   lips,   giving   thanks   to   His   name.   

  
The   fruit   of   the   Spirit   works   greatly   in   your   character   to   make   you   more   like   Christ   and   then   
these   good   works   are   the   result   of   that   character!     
  

Fruit   is   any   good   work   that   brings   glory   to   God!   
  

Matthew   5:16   (NKJV)   
Let   your   light   so   shine   before   men,   that   they   may   see   your   good   works   and   glorify   your   
Father   in   heaven.   

  
What   do   you   consider   successes   in   life?   
  

What   if   we   set   out   to   lead   people   to   Jesus?   Show   them   what   He   looks   like   and   tell   them   of   the   
hope   that   is   in   us...   
  

To   teach   and   encourage   believers?   Jesus   told   us   to   make   disciples...this   is   how   you   do   
it...walking   alongside   them...   
  

What   if   we   set   out   to   meet   needs   without   getting   anything   in   return   and   giving   the   credit   and   the   
glory   to   Jesus?   
  

What   if   we   made   it   our   passion   to   worship   Jesus   in   everything.   Every   day.   All   Day.   No   matter   
what.   Give   Him   the   fruit   of   our   lips.   
  

Be   a   fruitful   bough   (son,   member)     
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I’m   just   a   visitor   in   this   world…my   home   is   in   heaven.   I’m   here   on   a   mission,   to   be   connected   to   
Jesus,   bearing   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit   of   God,   to   be   shaped   and   molded   and   cleaned   up   by   the   
Father   and   allow   the   Holy   Spirit   to   work   in   my   life   to   produce   good   works   that   give   glory   to   God!     
  

I   want   to   bear   fruit.   
  

No   just   fruit,   not   just   more   fruit,   but   MUCH   fruit!     
  

Colossians   1:9-12   (NKJV)   
For   this   reason   we   also,   since   the   day   we   heard   it,   do   not   cease   to   pray   for   you,   and   to   
ask   that   you   may   be   filled   with   the   knowledge   of   His   will   in   all   wisdom   and   spiritual   
understanding;   10   that   you   may   walk   worthy   of   the   Lord,   fully   pleasing   Him,   being   fruitful   
in   every   good   work   and   increasing   in   the   knowledge   of   God;   11   strengthened   with   all   
might,   according   to   His   glorious   power,   for   all   patience   and   longsuffering   with   joy;   12   
giving   thanks   to   the   Father   who   has   qualified   us   to   be   partakers   of   the   inheritance   of   the   
saints   in   the   light.   

  
  

be   filled   with   the   knowledge   of   His   will   in   all   wisdom   and   spiritual   understanding   
  

walk   worthy   of   the   Lord,   fully   pleasing   Him,   being   fruitful   in   every   good   work   
  

increasing   in   the   knowledge   of   God   
  

strengthened   with   all   might,   according   to   His   glorious   power   
  

giving   thanks   to   the   Father   
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