
I AM: The Vine

This week I’m wrapping up the I AM series with the seventh I AM declaration made by Jesus in 

the gospel of John. Again, the purpose of this series is to look into these revelations of who 

Jesus is. 

So far we have had:

I AM: The Bread of Life

I AM: The Light

I AM: The Door

I AM: The Good Shepherd

I AM: The Resurrection

I AM: The Way, The Truth, The Life

And finally today we have I AM: The Vine.

The common theme in all of these statements is the revelation that Jesus is God and He is the 

only means by which we can have eternal life. We have to rely on Him to get us through this life, 

and we have to look to Him for life beyond this one. 

He needs to be our focus for both today and tomorrow. He is the one that fulfils the longing in our 

soul. He is the one that exposes darkness. He is the one that protects us and directs us. He is 

the one that restores life. He is the one that provides a way out. He is the source of all things, the 

one we must be connected to, which is what we will look at today.

Turn to John chapter 15

PRAY

John 15:1-8 (NKJV)

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does 

not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 

more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 

fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out 

as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they 

are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 

and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so 

you will be My disciples.
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Now, just before this, Jesus was telling the disciples about The Holy Spirit. How He must go but 

the Father will send another Helper that will abide in them forever…..but there is a condition. The 

Holy Spirit will abide in them forever, IF you love Me and keep My commandments. 

You will keep His commandments IF you love Him. To keep His commandments simply means 

this: obedience. 

Jesus is the giver of life.Jesus is the source. Without Him we can do nothing so we must stay 

connected to Him, the source, the vine!

John 15:1 (NKJV)

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

Here again, Jesus speaks to His people in a way that they can understand. He uses metaphors 

and analogies that we can relate with. He always wants to help us understand, ever to confuse 

us or deceive us. 

When He starts this statement, they had just left the upper room heading for the Garden of 

Gethsemane where Jesus would pray to the Father before His betrayal. I picture Jesus telling 

them this metaphor of the vine as they are walking past one where He can show them and they 

can relate. 

This is perfect timing for this teaching. These men have just been informed that Jesus is going 

away BUT His work would continue through them. How can they carry on the work of Jesus if 

they don’t know how to produce the same kind of fruit that Jesus does?

This passage is just as important to us today. This passage tells us how to become a genuine 

disciple of the Lord and how to bear fruit for His glory. What is our mission? To make disciples 

for His Kingdom and for His glory!

Jesus reveals Himself not just as the vine, but the TRUE vine. Why would He say that? In the 

Old Testament, Israel is often referred to as a vine or vineyard. 

In contrast to Israel which was disobedient and unfruitful, Jesus is the TRUE vine. He provides a 

way for a new and fruitful people, the church! But it all starts with the vine. The vine is the 

source. 

The disciples need to remain connected to Jesus, relying on what he taught them and showed 

them, in order to be fruitful. Just as we, the church must remain connected to Jesus. If He is not 

our source, any work we put our hands to will not bear fruit that lasts!

If Jesus is the true vine, then all others are counterfeit! What other vines are you connected to? 
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What do you consider to be your source that you can’t live without? Is your vine relationships, 

popularity, money, possessions, or even church? None of those things, even church should be 

your life source. Jesus is the true vine. He has to be what you depend on and what you rely on.

It takes faithfulness to be connected to the vine. This is a flaw in today’s “Christian”….Jesus is 

not a quick fix where He saves you and now you don’t need Him again until there’s trouble. The 

Christian life is simply one of position, your position in Christ. 

Romans 8:39 (NKJV)

39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

His great love is IN CHRIST, you have to be in Christ to experience it, you have to be in Christ, 

united with Him to show His love to others

2 Corinthians 3:14 (NKJV)

14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the 

reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.

Our eyes are opened IN CHRIST. Amazing grace, I once was blind but now I see!

Romans 8:1 (NKJV)

8 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 

walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

There is no condemnation IN CHRIST. When we feel condemned, it’s when we step OUT of 

Christ and try to do things on our own, we lean on our own understanding, using our own 

wisdom. 

1 Corinthians 4:10 (NKJV)

10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are 

strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored!

IN CHRIST you have wisdom…..real wisdom. You have to be in position to obtain this Godly 

wisdom. James says in chapter 1 that if we ask for wisdom, God will give it to us. But you have 

to be in Christ, otherwise you will not have access to God’s wisdom….it’s in Christ!

2 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV)

14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us 

diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

Our victory is IN CHRIST. If you are in Christ, He will lead you to victory. He is already victorious, 

and if you are in Him that victory is yours!

3



Ephesians 2:6 (NKJV)

6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus,

We are seated in heavenly places in Christ. Right now you have that access if you are in Christ. 

Your spiritual authority is the authority of the one true King. 

Romans 12:5 (NKJV)

5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.

We as a church are one body, but only if we are IN CHRIST. If we are in Christ we are united, He 

is the source, we are united with Him and each other

Jesus is the vine, the source. The vine gives the branches the nutrients they need so that they 

can bear fruit. If you cut a branch away from the vine, it dies….We have to stay connected.

John 15:1 (NKJV)

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

So Jesus is the vine, and God the Father is the vinedresser. The vinedresser or gardener 

provides care and protection for the vineyard. He watches over the vineyard…... 

Proverbs 15:3 (NKJV)

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place,

Keeping watch on the evil and the good.

It is comforting knowing that nothing happens outside of the view of my heavenly Father! 

John 15:2-4 (NKJV)

2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears 

fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

There are 2 types of branches. Branches that DON’T bear fruit, and branches that DO bear fruit.

The first we see when Jesus says that if a branch does not bear fruit, the Father takes it away. 

Jesus is not referring to believers who are unfruitful. He is talking about those who put on a 

show, pretending they are connected to the vine, but in reality, they are not...think Judas. He is 

one of those to whom Jesus is speaking…..

Matthew 7:15-20 (NKJV)
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15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from 

thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 

tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good 

fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 

Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

There were and still are many false prophets that pretend to be Christians but in reality they have 

selfish and destructive purposes. We are to identify them by their fruit, not simply by what they 

say. Look at their character, look at their life, look at those in which they have influence, look at 

their teachings. 

A fruitless branch can’t represent a real Christian. Every Christian bears good fruit! Some might 

bear more than others but they all bear good fruit.

Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV)

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

The fruit of our salvation is good works. That is the fruit OF salvation, works are not a means of 

obtaining salvation…...see the difference. 

James 2:17, 22 (ESV)

17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 

works;

Christians, because of their faith, produce good works. They bear good fruit! Therefore, the 

branches that do not bear fruit, must not be believers!

These fruitless branches must be cut off for the good of the vine!

The second type of branch, those which bear fruit, are believers! “and every branch that bears 

fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit”

For us believers, the Father prunes us so that we can become more fruitful. That word prune 

actually means to cleanse of filth or impurity. 

Here are a few reasons that plants are pruned. (from a pruning article)

 - to improve the look or health of the plant

 - to correct irregular growing habits

 - to bring an earlier bloom period

 - to aid in controlling disease and pests
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 - it can cause flower and fruit size to skyrocket

For those same reasons, the Father prunes our lives. When we allow things into our lives that 

hinder our walk with Jesus, we are in danger of pruning. Pruning is sometimes painful, especially 

if it’s something we don’t want to give up!

Sometimes the Word of God reveals problems to us

James 1:23-24 (NKJV)

23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his 

natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 

what kind of man he was.

Other times God uses His word to cut to the heart

Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV)

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Has God been challenging areas of your life? 

We must abide in the vine, apart from Christ, we can not bear fruit! How do we abide? Prayer, 

studying the Word, denying self, drawing near to God. 

The closer we abide to the Vine (Jesus), the more His life can flow through us to produce the 

fruit He desires.

John 15:5 (NKJV)

5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 

fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

When He says you can do nothing, this obviously doesn’t mean you can’t do anything at all. We 

can do all sorts of things without Christ. But what we can’t do without Him is produce good, 

spiritual fruit. We can’t do anything of eternal value without Jesus!

You realize that bearing fruit is a passive activity on the part of the branch? A branch has to abide 

in the vine, and then the vine will produce its fruit. That should bring freedom in your life. Doesn’t 

that take some pressure off that we Christians put on ourselves?

Your job is to remain in Christ (to pray, study His word, obey) and to be available for Him to use. 

That is what you are responsible for. Jesus is responsible for producing the fruit in your life. 

Without Him you can do nothing…..
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When you abide in Him, you allow Him to work through you. That’s what we want, right? We 

want Jesus to work in us and through us. That’s the only way we can produce anything that is 

pleasing to the Father.

Stay connected…. We can not produce true Christian character by our own efforts. If we do, we 

are a fake, an imposter!

John 15:6 (NKJV)

6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 

gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

Again, this is referring fake Christians. The definition of abide in reference to state or condition is 

“to remain as one, not to become another or different”

If you don’t remain as one WITH CHRIST, you are cast out, withered and burned. 

To cast out means to let go of, to give over to one’s care. 

Psalm 81:12 (NKJV)

12 So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart,

To walk in their own counsels.

READ ROMANS CHAPTER 1

v24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor 

their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator

v26 God gave them up to vile passions

v28 God gave them over to a debased mind

These are the branches that are cast into the fire and burned up. One that bears no fruit is good 

for nothing but the fire.

Hebrews 6:7-8 (NKJV)

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful 

for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and 

briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

Fire is a biblical symbol for divine judgement which is why these branches that are cut off, cast 

out, and burned, must not be true believers.
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Now, let’s put our focus back on the Vine. When we abide in the TRUE VINE (JESUS) we can 

look forward to Him working in us and through us. We can look forward to His promises!

John 15:7-8 (NKJV)

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 

be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be 

My disciples.

When we abide as we should, we draw our life from Jesus, then His will will be our will. You see 
that? If we abide in Him, when we pray we will receive what we desire, it will be done. Because 
you will be praying His will.

Now there can be many reasons we don’t see answers to prayer right away. But keep asking. 
Pray without ceasing. You may know God’s will but you don’t know His timing.

John 15:9-10 (NKJV)

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide in His love.

Jesus loves every single one of us, no matter what we’ve done. While we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

BUT, those who abide in Jesus enter into an ever deepening relationship with Him. This is where 

you get to EXPERIENCE the love He has for you. You get to remain in that love. And when you 

have an understanding of that love, you will want to obey Him. (Pastor Richard’s message)

John 15:11 (NKJV)

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy 

may be full. 

There is a joy that’s available to us in Christ. Joy does not mean happy. This joy is a deep settled 

inner pleasure that only comes from knowing Jesus. 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. When re remain in Him, this joy remains in us. But not only 

does it remain in us, it will be full meaning filled to the brim, complete. 

This joy is unaffected by earthly things. God’s joy abides at all times, even difficult times. 

Knowing our standing in Christ, produces joy. How can we not be joyful when we have Jesus?
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The Vine is good! Jesus’ desire is to live through you so that you might bear fruit pleasing your 

heavenly Father. 

Are you in the Vine? Have you been saved and grafted into Jesus?

Are you abiding in the Vine? Is He the source that you draw your strength from?

Do you allow Him to produce fruit through you? 

Are you bearing His fruit today?

We need to bear the right kind of fruit. The Jews had thought they were serving God but the truth 

was they were serving themselves and poisoning the ones whom they influenced. Instead of 

leading them to God they lead people further away from God.
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