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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings comes to an old woman and man, well beyond their years 
and childless.  As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this 
old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously 
bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The promises of God to bring life into being where there is none.  It is 
a promise Peter does not yet understand in the Gospel reading for the day.  It is the promise we struggle with 
every day.   Life where there is none.  It is God’s promise fulfilled in the cross of Christ. 
 
GATHERING LITANY (adapted from Psalm 33)  

Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
Truly your eye is upon those who fear you O Lord, upon those who wait for your steadfast love 
To deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of famine and plague 
When the seas roar, when storms rage, when life is unpredictable 
Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
When are hearts are heavy from the cares of the world 
Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, our helper and our shield 
Surely our heart rejoices in you; for in your holy name we put our trust 
Let your loving kindness, O Lord be upon us, even as we place our hope in you 
Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
 
 
 

 
 

Second Sunday in Lent 

February 28, 2021 



2 
 

“O God We Call”  1X (Songleader) 
 

 
 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

In the name of the Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 
In the covenant made with Abraham and Sarah in the birth of a son, God has promised to bless all generations.  
In the new covenant of the Christ of the cross, God’s promises are faithful and sure.  Trusting God’s mercy and 
grace, we confess our sin. 

“O God We Call”     (Songleader) 
 

God of covenant, You are the giver of life, of breath, of hope, of everything we need for life together.  In your 
love you birthed all of creation bringing forth life where there was none. 
But we fail to trust you.  We pretend we have control over our lives; that our success and 
accomplishments are due to our own work; so often our wealth—what we have to excess—is taken at the 
expense of others, the poor, the hungry, the powerless.   
 

“O God We Call” (Songleader) 
 

O God of life, we are skeptical of your promises.  The laughter of disbelief rises in our hearts and on our 
tongue, and we seek our own solutions; trying to birth life through other ways that only lead to a 
wilderness of pain and need. 
 
Forgive us, O God.  Reclaim us in your covenant of grace.  Birth us anew; blessed and named your children 
in your Son born for all generations, Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 

“O God We Call”  (Songleader) 
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“And When You Call For Me”  (PKC) 

 
 

 
Children of promise, we hear this Good News!  “No longer!” says the Lord.  No longer shall your be name be 
barren and unblessed.  No longer shall you be a people without promise and hope for the future.  For I have 
established my covenant with you and with all generations.  You shall be named blessed, forgiven, chosen, 
and loved; through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord. AMEN. 
 

“And When You Call For Me”  1X (PKC) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  In your promise you name us, in your love you raise up the nations to be your people born of faith.  
Make us strong in faith, hoping against hope in your promise of life for the whole of the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
READING   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16   

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between 
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will 
bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” 
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POEM  “Laughter” by Pastor Kathy Calkins   

Laughter. 
Bitter.  Skeptical.   
Like a bad joke. 
Like the quivering in my soul. 
Like the chortle in my mind. 
The repetitious vibration of barrenness 
Mocking with every escaping, forceful breath. 
 
HA! HA! HA! 
 
Rattling with every harsh impossibility 
Too old!  HA! 
Unproductive!  HA! 
God-forsaken. HA!  Unblessed!  HA! Unloved! HA! 
Forgotten!  HA! HA!  HA! 
 
But suddenly promise.   
Hope.  God.  Life. 
A Son… 
 
Laughter. 
Like the irony of surprise. 
Like the quivering of love. 
Like the chortle of unexpected hope. 
The repetitious vibration of God 
Birthing anew with every escaping, life-giving breath 
 
HA! HA! HA! 
 
Shaking reversal of every impossibility 
Forgotten-ness remembered HA! 
Barrenness birthing HA! 
The forsaken blessing.  HA! 
A child for the nations.  HA! HA! HA! 
 
Laughter. 
Rising joy.  
Uncontainable, tear-streaming joy.  
Quivering life. 
Birth. 
 
Who’s laughing now? 
I am. 
And God IS. 
Uncontainable, impossible life! 
HA! HA! HA!   
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GOSPEL VERSE  “Nothing in All Creation”    All Creation Sings Setting 12 

 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th  Chapter.   
Glory to you O Lord 
 
GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38 

[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.  

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “Healer of Our Ev’ry Ill”  (vs 1-2) ELW #612 
 

 
 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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“Let Your Steadfast Love Come to Us O Lord” 

 

 
 

Renewed in faith and the promises of God we pray for the church, creation, and all those who are in need.  
“Let your steadfast love come to us O Lord” 
 
Promising God, your promise extends to every generation.  From a people yet unborn you call your church into 
life.  Strengthen all your people in faith, no matter our vocation in life, teach us to walk before you blameless 
because of grace, and confident in your promise; that this generation and all generations to come might know 
your life and love and grace for the world.  
“Let your steadfast love come to us O Lord” 
 
God of Dominion, You rule over nations and kings delivering our past, present and future.  Deliver us from 
generational sin; the things that keep us within the bondage of war, oppression, hunger, homelessness, 
poverty and hopelessness.  Call into existence your justice and peace in our world, our leaders, your people, in 
all hearts; that this and all generations to come might thrive in you. 
 “Let your steadfast love come to us O Lord” 
 
Loving God, you do not despise the poor and sorrowful, your face is not hidden from those in pain:  the 
homeless, the dying, the addicted and hungry; those who mourn and the sick especially those we name now, 
Sharla, Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Carolyn, Olai and Suzy, Dave and Trudy, Lyle and Marlene, Olivia, Syd, 
Pastor Dick and Jan, Corrie, Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Eowyn, Catherine, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, 
Montgomery, Rosemary, Landon, Shellene, Elizabeth, Judy and Ron, and Miriam. You are the God who births 
life into death, in your promise healing is born.  Hear the cries of all the suffering.   
“Let your steadfast love come to us O Lord” 
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Birthing God, there is so much that yet remains unborn in us.  As we gather for our annual meeting we pray for 
your blessing on our congregation, our shared ministry partners and our communities.  We pray especially 
today for Jared Gyorffy and Syd Hall, and also for Creative Fingers.  Make us faithful witnesses to your promise 
for all people.  Give us heart and vision for your life rising beyond our hopes and dreams in the people and 
community you have given us to serve.   Strengthen us in our bonds of love as we follow you in our joy and in 
our uncertainty.  Call us all to hope and faithfulness in Jesus and your promise for life to the generations to 
come.     
Save us as you promised, we will trust your Word. 
Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those      
who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

You are who God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbour. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”    (vs. 1-3)  ELW 808 

 

 
 
 
 
SENDING 
Go in peace, Live in God’s Promises!   
Thanks be to God!  We Will! 
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