
Thursday Vespers for February 25, 2021 
 

The Preparation 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Hear our voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love, 
according to your judgement give us life. 

 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
A Hymn for Evening 

A spendthrift lover is the Lord 
Who never counts the cost 
Or asks if heaven can afford  
To woo a world that’s lost. 
Our lover tosses coins of gold 
Across the midnight skies 
And stokes the sun against the cold 
To warm us when we rise. 
 
Still more is spent in blood and tears 
To win the human heart, 
To overcome the violent fears 
That drive the world apart. 
Behold the bruised and thorn-crowned face 
Of one who bears our scars 
And empties out the wealth of grace 
That’s hinted by the stars. 
 
How shall we love the heart-strong God 
Who gives us everything, 
Whose ways to us are strange and odd; 
What can we give or bring? 
Acceptance of the matchless gift  
Is gift enough to give. 
The very act will shake and shift 
The way we love and live.  
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Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 

   for you have glorified your name * 
and your word above all things. 

3 When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, * 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, * 
that great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 Though you are high, you care for the lowly; * 
you perceive the haughty from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
your mighty hand shall save me. 

8 O Lord, you will make good your purpose for me; * 
your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
Matthew 7:7-12 

‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 
will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for 
bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those 
who ask him! 
‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is 
the law and the prophets. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God 
 
All are invited to share a word or a phase that stood out, or to offer a 
short thought evoked by the reading. 

 
The Prayers 

All are invited to name their intercessions and thanksgivings, either 
silently or aloud. 
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After a period of silence the following collect is said. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 
create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in the compassion of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 


