
1 House of Prayer 
Lutheran Church 

NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2021 

Page 1 

 
 

PASTOR’S LETTER 
 

          As you read this we will be experiencing warm, comfortable weather.  As I write 

this, I am enjoying very simple pleasures just having gotten my power back on a few 

hours ago after it was out for 4 days.  I am relishing in being warmth, being able to use the 

microwave, charging up my cell phone without having to go to my car, being able to use 

my computer and internet, and most heavenly of all, taking a hot shower and getting out 

into a room that I heated with a space heater.  The most wasteful thing I did just a few 

moments ago was to start a load of laundry for much some much needed clean clothing 

items (and praying that I don’t find that I have a broken pipe).   

          During this (do I dare use the word ‘unprecedented’ again, seems we’ve used that 

word too much in the past year) storm, I reached out to members as I was able and I 

know that many of you can relate.  Some were without power, others without water, 

some lost the phones even mobile phones;  others lost just internet, and some lost 

multiple necessities.  Some others had virtually no issues other than the rolling blackouts.  

And still others are dealing with broken pipes.  I enjoyed one text I received from a 

member on Ash Wednesday that said, “I decided, I definitely will NOT give up electricity 

for Lent!” 

          Lent is a time of reflection on the sacrifice Jesus made for us and the gift of baptism 

into Jesus’ death and resurrection.  But with the experience of this last week, I am also 

reflecting on how spoiled we really are.  We take so much for granted.  How many people 

around the world live every day without electricity, or even if they do have it, it’s a 

fraction of what we have available to us?  How many people live every day without easy 

access to clean water, people who have to boil their water every day?  How many people 

in our own city struggle to have these things? 

          One of the other things I’m enjoying is being able to watch the news and find out 

what is going on.  My cellular data was so weak that I couldn’t use it to watch the news 

on my phone or get to any news websites.  But I did still get a lot of push notifications on 

my phone from the Nextdoor Neighbor’s app and the Ring Doorbell app community 

section.  A lot of it was people trying to get info on power and water restoration or 

looking for restaurants open for hot food.  Some, however, were people who were just 

angry, and at least one person was threatening to sue CPS.  Now, there is probably a lot to 

improve about our public services, but we are so blessed to have any of the conveniences 

we have and we take it all for granted. 

            I’m going to guess that we also take for granted those gifts we are called to reflect 

on in Lent.  Do we really understand the sacrifice Jesus made for us: the sacrifice of God 

the Father who sent the only begotten son to die?  Or do we take it for granted and just 

think it’s something we deserve or are entitled to?   I think we are all are so much more 

grateful for electricity and water than we were before the big winter storm of 2021; what 

would it take for us to be more grateful for God’s ultimate sacrifice? 

Blessings on your Lenten reflections, 
Pastor Sandra 
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Have you seen the HoP-Created Lenten Devotional Book that was emailed out? 
 

Midweek Lenten Services 
 

Midweek Lenten services are being held on Zoom this year.  We meet on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 p.m.  There is liturgy, singing with a music video, prayer, and conversation about a short 
video.  Take a moment out of your life and join us; the link will be email each Wednesday, but it 
is always the same: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85036065867 
 

Living Last Supper Reboot 
 

Many of you will remember the time when, for Maundy Thursday, we held a Living Last 
Supper as part of our worship.   “What,” the rest of you might be asking, “is a living last 
supper?”    It is a staged portrait of Leonardo De Vinci’s The Last Supper with real living people.  
Each apostle comes to life for a few minutes and tells his story and wonders if it is he who will 
betray Jesus. 
 

For our Maundy Thursday worship on April 1, as part of our online worship service, we will 
have a unique presentation of the Living Last Supper.   Join us online on April 1 for this reboot 
of The Living Last Supper. 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

We are uncertain yet whether or not Holy Week services will be in-person as well as virtual 
yet, but here is what we know at this time. 
 

Palm Sunday  March 28  
Maundy Thursday  April 1 (will be only online) 
Good Friday   April 2 
Easter    April 4 
 

LWR Lenten Project Continues During March 
 

Maria Teresa Jesus receives an LWR Personal Care Kit in San Jose, 
Honduras, following Hurricanes Eta and Iota. The community 

suffered an outbreak of COVID-19 earlier in 2020. Local health 
officials hope LWR Personal Care Kits will help to curb another 

outbreak while people are displaced due to the storms. 
  

 

This Lent, we’re putting God’s love in action by making Lutheran World Relief Care Kits. The loss and uncertainty of 
COVID-19 hit our poorest neighbors around the world even harder. We ourselves are restless after a year of wandering in 
the wilderness of a pandemic. We want to be the hands and feet of Christ for our siblings. We’re ready to DO something, 

and are excited to engage in this project as a community during our Lenten journey this year. 
 

LWR says that their warehouse shelves are nearly empty of the Personal Care kits.  So this is a very timely project.  
Instructions for completing kits can be found on our website.   https://www.hoplcsa.org/ministries/lwr-care-kits   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85036065867
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INTERN CORNER 
By Deacon Intern Lisa Diana 

 

Practicing Love for our Neighbors 
  

 

During this time of Lent we are going to be meeting on Zoom for a series of videos, in which the theme 
will be “love.”  We just celebrated Valentine’s Day, which is a day of “romantic love.”    One of the stories was 
that Valentine, a Priest, was sentenced to death for performing marriages even after they had been outlawed by 
the Emperor of Rome in the 3rd Century because he thought single men made better soldiers than those with 
wives and families.  Another story was that Valentine was imprisoned and fell in love with a girl who visited 
him during his confinement.  He sent her the first valentine, a letter, signed “From your Valentine.”   

Jesus gives us the greatest example of what love is.  Jesus descended to become like us, in human form.  
Jesus was fully God and fully human.  Jesus also suffered on the cross for us.  He actually gave up his life for us.  
Jesus asks us to love our neighbors and to serve others in order to demonstrate what true love is.  Jesus is the 
model of self-giving love.  When we are able to put others before ourselves, this is one way that we can 
demonstrate self-giving love.  When we are able to serve those in need, this is how we can demonstrate the love 
of Jesus.  During Lent, one way that we can do this through the church is by making kits for Lutheran World 
Relief.  These kits will travel around the country to our brothers and sisters who need them so that we can 
show God’s love to the world.  
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Birthdays: 

 Lynn Randow, 3/1 

 Erin Giles, 3/6 

 Gilbert Laubach, 3/9 

 Betty Nelson, 3/15 

 Elysse Gonzales‑Hemerly, 3/29 

 Lucy Hemerly, 3/21 
 
Anniversaries:  

 none 
 

 

MARCH WORSHIP 
 

We will continue to worship 
remotely. A survey has been sent 

out by email asking for your 
thoughts on when to return. If 

you have not responded yet, 
please do so as soon as possible; 

thank you.  
 

CAM DONATIONS FOR MARCH 
 

Canned Vegetables 
Canned Soup 

Soles for Souls Continues 

 
GIVING STATEMENTS 

 

These have been sent out.  
If you don’t receive yours, please contact us! 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Harry Miller, Frieda Atkinson, DeWitt Atkinson, Bob French, Donald Leonard, Edna Hacker, 
Peter Georgiev, Kim Higginson, Alice Little, Marion Schroeder, Karen French, Faye Randow, 

Jolanda Wood, Francis Laubach, Anita Carroll, Janelle Kinsel, Scott Dittloff, Marta Yanez, Jess Young, and 
Our Military, particularly Michael Foglio, Christian Alaniz, Jordan Bielfeldt, and all of our veterans. 

 



4 House of Prayer 
Lutheran Church 

NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2021 

Page 4 

 
 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL VIA ZOOM ON SUNDAYS  
 

Pastor Sandra will be leading a new class at 11 a.m. on Sundays! 
 

FOLLOWING JESUS: 
FINDING OUR WAY HOME IN AN AGE OF ANXIETY 

 

  STARTING DATE: Feb 28, 2021, 11:00 AM  
 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84661040381       Meeting ID: 846 6104 0381 
 

 

FACTS ABOUT SAINT PATRICK 
From 

https://worldstrides.com/blog/2017/03/9-interesting-st-patricks-day-facts/ 

 

FACTS ABOUT PALM SUNDAY 
From 

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/religious-observances/easter/6-
things-you-did-not-know-about-palm-sunday.aspx 

 Saint Patrick didn’t wear green. His color was “Saint Patrick’s 

blue.” The color green became associated with St. Patrick’s 

Day after it was linked to the Irish independence movement in 

the late 18th century. 

 Despite his Irish fame, he was born to Roman parents 

in Scotland or Wales in the late fourth century. 

 According to Irish legend, Saint Patrick used the shamrock as 

a metaphor for the Holy Trinity when he was first introducing 

Christianity to Ireland. 

 The “corn” in the traditional St. Patrick’s Day meal of corned 

beef and cabbage is a reference to the large grains of salt 

historically used to cure meats, which were also known as 

“corns.” 

 St. Patrick was born “Maewyn Succat” but changed his name 

to “Patricius” after becoming a priest. 
 

God’s Word tells us the people cut palm branches 

and waved them in the air, laid them out on the 

ground before Jesus rode into the city. The palm 

branch represented goodness, well-being and 

victory and was symbolic of the final victory He 

would soon fulfill over death. Palm branches were 

often depicted on coins and important buildings. 

King Solomon had palm branches carved into the 

walls and doors of the temple (1 Kings 6:29). Today, 

many churches celebrate Palm Sunday with 

reenactments of the triumphal entry. In the 

Netherlands, celebrants decorate crosses with 

candy and bread in the shape of a rooster. In Poland, 

competitions for the largest or most beautiful palm 

branches are common.   

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ELCA 
 

At ELCA.org/40Days, you’ll find these downloadable resources to 
enrich the life of you and your family this season: 

 
 A daily devotional calendar with ideas for worship, prayer, study, reflection and more. 
 

 A weekly study guide inviting deep discernment and critical thinking, with inspirational stories 
about how your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are at work in the world. 

 

 A weekly video series to kick off group discussions about the study guide. 
 

 Additional resources, including a new interactive Action Guide for 
Congregations and inspirational stories of how gifts to ELCA World Hunger are at work. 

 
We hope these resources enrich your Lenten season and inspire giving to the critical ministry of ELCA 
World Hunger, an important part of Christ’s call on our church. Thank you.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84661040381
https://worldstrides.com/programs-and-tours/scotland/
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2f40days&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fELCA-40Days-Calendar-2021.pdf&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2f40Days-LentStudy-2021-Spreads.pdf&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fvimeo.com%2fshowcase%2f8112259&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fassets%2fActionGuide2021%2fmobile%2findex.html&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fassets%2fActionGuide2021%2fmobile%2findex.html&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fELCA-40-Days-2021-ReproStoriesSheet-Web.pdf&srcid=252617&srctid=1&erid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa&trid=5229e99a-5d5d-460e-ac0a-3e78eeed65aa
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MARCH 2021 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 
 

 
 

  7:00 
LENTEN 

SERVICE VIA 
ZOOM 

 
 

 

 
 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 
11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

 

  7:00 
LENTEN 

SERVICE VIA 
ZOOM 

 
 
 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 
Worship:  

At 6 a.m., a link will be 
sent to the virtual 

service. 
 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom  

  7:00 
LENTEN 

SERVICE VIA 
ZOOM 

 
HAPPY ST. 

PATRICK’S DAY 

 
 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom  

 

  7:00 
LENTEN 

SERVICE VIA 
ZOOM 

 
 

  

28       
 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

Worship:  
At 6 a.m., a link will be 

sent to the virtual 
service. 

 

11:00 Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
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HOUSE OF PRAYER  
houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/ 
www.hoplcsa.org 

(210) 696-1194 
 

Worship depends on quarantine restrictions and can 
be viewed on our website. Office hours are Tuesday 

through Friday, from 3:00 – 5:30 p.m.; for emergencies, 
please call Pastor Sandra at 210-248-7837. 

 

Reverend Sandra Leifeste 
Dick Thackston, Congregation President 

Marcus Trejo, Vice President 
Jenifer Larson, Treasurer 

Shirley Vasquez, Member @ Large 
Dave Johnson, Personnel 

Worship Team, TBD 
Emmie Lou Schwarzer, Ministry Team 

Eva Poblano, Fellowship 
Roberta Hanes, Stewardship 

Bob French, Property 
Jennifer Alaniz, CIELO Ministries 

 
The Ninth Annual Gift of Faith Gala will be raising funds for 

our Campership program and to keep camp affordable for 
all. On March 13, enjoy an opportunity to participate in 

making camp happen for generations to come!  If you would 
be interested in helping to underwrite or sponsor the event, 

please contact Jessica at jessica@crosstrails.org 

 
HOUSE OF PRAYER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
10226 IRONSIDE  
SAN ANTONIO TX  78230  
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL                                                                              
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 
 
 

 

mailto:houseofprayerlutheranchurch@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hoplcsa/
http://www.hoplcsa.org/
mailto:jessica@crosstrails.org

