
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glad Tidings 

 

  March 2021 

Firs t  R eformed Church ,  Vo lga ,  SD  

“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 

March to the Beat of Lent 
 We continue this month with our Lenten series on titles for Jesus in the gospel of 
John. 
Please also check out the article on the back page in this newsletter about a Lenten 
evening service series that we will share with the Christian Reformed Church.   
 

 March 7— We will explore Jesus as the Good Shepherd from John 10. We will 
also celebrate the Lord’s Supper together. Due to pandemic concerns, we will    
be using sealed containers that have both the bread and the juice.                        
You can pick them up when you come to worship and then unseal each part at 
the appropriate time for the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 March 14—We will consider Jesus’ words about being the Way, the Truth and 
the Life from John 14.     

 

 March 21—A praise team will lead our singing. The focus of 
Pastor Dave’s message is considering that Jesus is also the True 
Vine in  John 15.  

 

  March 28—It is already Palm Sunday and we will likely have 
our traditional children’s Palm Sunday parade. A praise team 
will lead the singing as we learn more about Jesus being our judge. 

                
         (continued on back page)                                     

FRC and CRC Shared Lenten Series Underway 
We have already had our first joint service together, and we look forward to             
continuing this through Lent at 7 p.m. every Sunday night in March. Our theme       
concerns the blood of Jesus. 
Services alternate weekly from one church to the other. Pastor Dave will preach 
whenever the service is at CRC, and Pastor Bryan will preach when we are hosting.  
 
February 28 CRC hosts Pastor Dave Genesis 4 and Hebrews 12 
March 7 FRC hosts Pastor Bryan Hebrews 9 
March 14 CRC hosts Pastor Dave Colossians 1 
March 21 FRC hosts Pastor Bryan 1 Peter 1 
March 28 CRC hosts  Pastor Dave Revelation 12 
 
 

 

Spiritual Aerobics 
Our spiritual health requires conscious effort and exercise. Here are a few aerobics to 
keep the blood that was shed for us flowing properly: 
 
  TURN your eyes upon Jesus. 
  CAST all your cares upon Him. 
  LEAN not to your own understanding. 
  STRETCH out on His Word. 
  RAISE your awareness of His strength. 
  LOWER your opinion of yourself. 
  THROW off your own ambitions. 
  PUSH away the cobwebs of doubt. 
  INHALE the fullness of the Spirit. 
  EXHALE your self-indulgence. 
  WALK regularly into His sanctuary. 
  KNEEL often in prayer. 
  OPEN your heart to God’s will. 
  RUN the race with patience. 
  BEND over backwards to help others. 
  CARRY His message of forgiveness and salvation. 
  WEIGH the consequences of spiritual inactivity. 
  MEASURE yourself by God’s standards. 
  REST in God’s love and His peace.   
 



Upcoming Task Force Meetings 
Worship—March 3 
Congregational Care—March 10 
Consistory—March 17 
MESA—April 12 
 
                                                                                                                                          

 
  
The following members needed medical care recently and             
appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Allan Kooima—back surgery 
 Bernita Kooima, Dawn Lucas, Jodi Koerner and Pastor Dave —  chemotherapy 
 
           

Congratulations to:   
 

  
Sam and Tiffany Zenner on the birth of their son, Theodore Paul,                  
on January 28. Congratulations also to the Bjorklund family. 

 
 

 
Update on Pastoral Search Process 
The Classis Pastor Sent Sundstrom will meet with our consistory at their March 17 
meeting. At the consistory’s last meeting, they already determined that they did not 
want to go the route of hiring an interim pastor for a year (which some churches do). 
Rather, we will work on forming a Search Committee sometime this spring. 
Current plans are for Pastor Dave’s last Sunday to be June 20. They will likely move the 
last weekend of June.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking Back Ten Years……….   2011!! 
 The Youth Group Supper and Basket Auction was held to support the Rocky     

Mountain High Youth Group trip—profit appeared to be $1948!! 
 Arlington Brass were guests at a morning service providing prelude, offertory and 

postlude music as well as praise ministry 
 Pastor Thvedt and members of the Worship Task Force led the Prayer for Crops 

and Industry Service on Sunday, March 20 at 7 p.m. 
 FRC began saving Hy-Vee grocery receipts 
    
      

Youth Groups in March 
The youth groups will meet on the following Wednesdays in March at 7 p.m. each 
time. 
March  3—High School Youth Group 
March 10—Middle School Youth Group 
March 24 —High School and Middle School together 

 
 
Special Congregational Meeting Met February 24 
Although extremely cold weather caused us to cancel a special congregational 
meeting on February 14, we were able to meet on Wednesday, February 24 with 
some participating via Zoom. 
 

At the meeting, Pastor Dave presented a report with two parts concerning the issue 
of staying with the RCA or perhaps leaving with most of Dakota Classis. The two 
parts were “How did we get here?” and “Where do we go from here?”                            
If you would like a copy of that report, you can pick one up on the table in the      
back of the sanctuary. 
 

A straw poll was taken and showed 29 who were open to leaving the RCA and       
four (4) who preferred that we stay in the denomination. Although, we at one time 
had arranged for two meetings on this issue, we have no specific plans at the       
moment for a second meeting. The consistory will discuss this further at their     
next meeting to determine what would be the best next steps.  
 Spring cleaning should begin with the head                             

and end with the heart. 

http://www.toysrus.com/product/index.jsp?productId=51158246&cp=&parentPage=search


 

 
Church Library Books 
 
As we continue to add books and videos to the church library,       
the committee would like to hear your recommendations.         
Please share your recommendations with Susan, Don Jones or       
Michelle Vande Weerd. 
 

Winter isn’t over yet and you still have plenty of time to read some new books from the 
church library.  
 
Jesus, the God Who Knows Your Name by Max Lucado       CL250 
This updated edition introduces you to Jesus as Immanuel, friend, teacher, miracle 
worker, Lamb of God, returning King and more.  This includes never before published 
material. 
 
Joykeeper by Suzanne Eller       CL249 
There are six truths that change everything you thought you knew about joy. 
KNOW joy, KEEP joy, LIVE joy. 
 
Something Worth Doing by Jane Kirk Patrick  (historical fiction)     CF668 
In 1853, teacher Abigail Scott relinquished her career to marry, but when she becomes 
the bread winner, she is appalled at the mistreatment of women and dedicates herself 
to fighting for their rights.   

 
 

If you have need for a frozen meal because of a death in the family or illness, you may 
take a pan (large or small) out of the SOUTH kitchen refrigerator freezer. If you do not 
have a church key, please contact Susan for assistance. 
The ingredients and baking instructions are included on a label.  
 
 

Highlights of Last Month 
 The adult Sunday School class has begun to watch episodes on the life of       

Jesus, called The Chosen, with the middle school and high school classes also 
joining us. The month of March, we will be viewing episodes that show Jesus 
interacting with children, the miracle of the large catch of fish and the miracle 
of turning water to wine. Even if you missed the first couple episodes, you will 
not have difficult catching up if you would like to view them.  

 

 We have begun having children’s messages again as part of the Sunday       
morning worship. 

 

 Those who came to the Ash Wednesday service watched a short video called 
“The Shepherd,” which told the Christmas story from the viewpoint of the 
shepherds. It ended with a line about a Pharisee wondering if the shepherd 
had found the spotless lamb of God, fit for sacrifice. That tied right into the 
theme for the night about Jesus being the Lamb of God.  
 

 

Hy-Vee Receipts 
If you turn in Hy-Vee (Brookings only) receipts to the basket along the north wall 
in the fellowship hall, you can be part of a MESA fund-raiser. When we have 
$150,000 worth of receipts, Hy-Vee will donate $1,000 toward a MESA project yet 
to be determined. As of  February 24 we have collected $138,698.26! 
Thank you to Val and Bryon Mullett who tabulate the receipts. 
Thank you for turning in your receipts!  Keep eating, stay healthy making every 
bite count! 
 
 

World Day of Prayer to be Held 
All women are invited to attend a World Day of Prayer service to be held on        
Saturday, March 6 beginning with a time of fellowship at 9:30 a.m.                         

The prayer workshop defining what is prayer and how to 
pray will begin  at 10 a.m. 
 
You are encouraged to wear a mask and practice social         
distancing.   

 
 

 

Jus† For  U! 

Ask and it will be given to you;                                                                          
seek and you will find;                                                                                                

knock and the door will be opened to you.   
Matthew 7:7 


