
Monday, February  22, 2021 

Scripture  Genesis 1:26 – 30 (NRSV) 

 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our like-

ness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds  

of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”27 So God created             

humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and                 

female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 

shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  
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How many of you have a pet or had one at some point? Our pets depend                 

on us for food and shelter. We make sure that they stay healthy and out of 

trouble. That is our job as pet owners, we “have dominion” over them and that 

means we are responsible for them. On the other hand, as I’m sure many pet 

owners will tell you, we need our pets, too. When we aren’t feeling well, our 

pets seem able to sense that and their cuddles seem to make us feel ever so 

slightly better. They provide protection and a sense of security. 

 

We as humans also depend on wild animals. Without honeybees, many of the 

plants we use for food don’t get pollinated and we don’t get the food. We 

can see how an ecosystem is doing by looking at what types of animals are 

living in it and if there is something wrong with the ecosystem, certain animals 

will be absent from it.  

 

We are created in God’s image and commissioned by God to have dominion 

over the earth and all its creatures, to work on God’s behalf for the care of                   

creation  
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Prayer or Thought of the Day 

“The blessing and commission of humans delineates God’s intention for a                   

certain kind of relationship among the creatures.”                                                                   

            ~ Ellen F. Davis Opening Israel’s Scriptures 

 

God, creator of all living things, you fashioned a world in which lands and     

waterways, plants and animals, together meet the needs of all that you have 

made. We pray that such vitality may flourish around the globe. Bless those 

who work the soil and who manage animals. Uphold their towns and villages. 

Nurture bees and other pollinators. Protect farmlands from drought and flood. 

Free children from forced labor in fields. Grant an economy that can sustain 

those families who treasure a rural life. Teach us how to share with everyone 

the benefits of each harvest, and accept our gratitude for all sustenance you 

provide, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

          (All Creation Sings p 47) 
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