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Please Pray For:
Fishburn-Marr United Church
For those trying to book their vaccination appointments and those on the
other end who are working to schedule the appointments

•
•

What Are You Doing for Lent?
On weekdays throughout Lent (February 17th – April 3rd), you are invited to
come and sit in the chapel for a time of devotion, prayer and reflection.*
There will be some Lenten devotionals and a public journal there for you to
write in if you wish (remember, it’s public so anyone can read it).
The office is open from 9:00 – 2:00 on weekdays so feel free to drop in anytime for some quiet
time. You can even get a tattoo! By the way, just in case you’re worried, the tattoos are
temporary. They’ll eventually wear off. The spiritual benefits won’t. *Please follow proper health
protocols.
Guidelines for “Have Your Say”

We are inviting members of the congregation to write articles/opinion pieces for
our weekly newsletter under the byline “Have Your Say.” The following guidelines
will determine the scope of the writing. Please submit your piece to Diane at
okunited@telus.net.
1. The article/piece must cover something that is currently being discussed in the local news (e.g.
COVID, coal mining on the eastern slopes, indigenous affairs, current politics, random acts of
kindness, vaccines, good news stories, environment).
2. The article/piece must be respectful and thoughtful, recognizing that others have differing opinions.
3. The editorial team of Diane, Carol Price and Rev. Julia have final editorial responsibilities for
the piece.
4. The maximum length of the article is to be no more than 400 words.
Some words to live by:
When one door closes and another door opens, you are probably in prison.
Interviewer: “So, tell me about yourself.” Me: “I’d rather not. I kinda want this job.”
I remember being able to get up without making sound effects.
I had my patience tested. I’m negative.
I run like the winded.
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AGM Summary
Okotoks United Church had its first Annual General Meeting via Zoom last Sunday, Feb 21.
Fifty members and adherents attended and made it work. We are all becoming Zoom experts!
The formal meeting was preceded by a slide show by Candice Sutton on the activities of the Kids
and Youth Ministry from 2020. It was great to see the kids in action. Candice and the kids have
worked so hard to adapt to the new normal under COVID-19 restrictions.
The agenda then continued with the following highlights:
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

The 2020 Financials were presented and approved.
The Shared Ministry proposal between Okotoks United Church and St. Andrew's United
Church (DeWinton) and United Church in the Valley (Turner Valley) was approved and will
begin August 1, 2021.
The 2021 Budget was approved as distributed prior to the AGM.
Four Board members were re-elected for the following terms - Ian McNeill and Karen Jones for
2 years, Karen Pryznyk for 3 years and Stewart Thomas for 1 year. The Board now consists of
Karen Pryznyk - Chair, Carol Price - Secretary, Stewart Thomas - Treasurer, Ian McNeill, Karen Jones, Janet Page, Richard Puttee and Curtis Carlson.
Two new Trustee Board members were elected: Desiree Hart and Michael Scappaticci. The
Trustee Board now consists of Gary Dzurka, Chair, Bill Calder, Pat Reader-Downey, Marilyn
Carlson, Dave Wedderburn, Desiree Hart and Michael Scappaticci. (Ursula Hoppenheit has
retired from the Trustee Board and was thanked for her service).
The Regional Representatives to the Chinook Winds Region were re-elected. They are Carol
Price and Sally Salter.
The Ministry and Personnel Committee was re-elected and remains as Sally Salter, Melanie
Toews and Jack Parsons.

If anyone had any questions or comments, please call Karen Pryznyk at 587-757-8750.

Coldest Night of the Year Walk!
The Coldest Night of the Year Walk took
place last Saturday. Another successful
event to help support our community’s
needs. Here are a couple of pictures,
one of the Kid’s Ministry participants and
one including Grant & Karen Pryznyk and
Carol Price.
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COVID-19 Vaccine
As you all know, it has been almost a year since Canada went into lock-down in an
effort to address the very serious concerns of a global pandemic. The Boards of
both congregations took very seriously their commitment to protect the physical
safety of each Community of Faith while balancing our emotional and spiritual
needs. Not knowing what to expect or what was always best, for the most part inperson gatherings were very limited for the past year.

We do not know what this year will bring or when we will open to meet again, but
what we do know is that our best chance of reducing the effects of the virus and of
returning to community is for most of the population to be vaccinated. That is why
we strongly urge everyone to get their vaccination as soon as they are able. This is
the only way for all of us to be safe. In the meantime we still need to wear our
masks, follow physical distancing protocols and wash our hands.
We know that for some, this option is not possible. We should all respect those who
for whatever reason do not get vaccinated. We will best protect others by protecting
ourselves.
If there is anyone in either Community of Faith (Okotoks or St. Andrews) who needs
help booking an appointment or needs a ride to get to their appointment, please call
the office at 403-938-4357 and we will do our best to assist you.
In the meantime, we will need to be patient. The government system will be overwhelmed initially and we may have to wait. We will all get our chance.
On the next few pages, we have included information you might find helpful.
Government Information Regarding Vaccines
Starting February 24 at 8 a.m., Albertans who were born in 1946 or earlier were eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. You will be able to book through the online
tool or by calling Health Link at 811.

The vaccine will be provided to seniors 75 year of age and older in two doses.
These doses will be approximately 5 - 6 weeks apart. This aligns with the approach
recommended by the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)
You will use the online tool, https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx to
schedule an appointment to be vaccinated with options for a time, date, as well as a
window of time to book the second dose within the recommended 32 to 42 days.
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Those over 75 may also call Health Link (811 on your phone) to book an appointment through a Health Link nurse. Appointments can be booked for both the first
and second doses.
Seniors must return to the same clinic to receive their second dose of the vaccine
to ensure appropriate timing between doses and to help manage vaccine supply.
Family members can book on behalf of those over 75 who are eligible to receive the
vaccine. (See below)
What to Bring
Those being vaccinated will need to bring Government-issued ID and their Alberta Health Care number with them to their appointment.
Transportation
Those requiring transportation assistance can call 211 for available transportation
options. Seniors that are immobile and unable to make arrangements to get to a
vaccination clinic should discuss with their families and health care providers what
additional arrangement can be made.
How Families / Friends Can Help
Families and friends of those over 75 who are eligible to receive the vaccine are encouraged to help book appointments and provide transportation for their loved ones.
They are able to book appointments on behalf of their loved ones through the online
booking tool and Health Link by calling 811. You will need the Alberta Health Care
number and date of birth of the person being vaccinated and can make the appointment from a desktop computer or hand held device.
What if you are not eligible at this time?
If it is not your turn to receive the vaccination, you can go online to sign up to be notified when it is your turn. You will be sent an email to book your appointment and
updated about timeline changes.
Some more words to live by:
When someone asks what I did over the weekend, I squint and ask, “Why, what did you
hear?”
It’s the start of a brand new day, and I’m off like a herd of turtles.
When I ask for directions, please don’t use words like “east.”
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH
Written by P. Marie Wedderburn
On Friday, February 19th, the occupants of eighteen vehicles
gathered at St. Andrew’s United for a “park and honk” celebration for the two people who celebrate their birthdays in February. This event happened on this date because it had earlier been
cancelled due to the cold weather we experienced earlier this month. Anyway, the two birthday
celebrants stood on the church steps as the church bell was rung and horns were honked. It was
good to see the two February birthday celebrants, one of whom many of us had not physically
seen since the pandemic began. Stay tuned for what happens for those who celebrate their birthdays in March.
On Sunday for check-in at our “power social” gathering, Rev. Julia asked us to share where we
came from. This was interesting as we heard of people’s geographical backgrounds. This question came as the result of the scripture reading from the gospel according to Mark where we are
told that Jesus came from Nazareth. I wonder what will be the question asked this coming Sunday at our Zoom gathering.

Greetings from the 2021 Images Planning Committee!
This is your invitation to the 31st Annual Images of Spirituality Gathering. Come
and join with other women to celebrate God's great gift of a creative spirit within
each of us. This year, we celebrate our 31st gathering Saturday April 10, 2021
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. We will join online through Zoom and spend the day with one another
virtually.
Theme: GROUNDED IN GOD: an opportunity to explore the longing of our heart/soul and
discover how being Grounded in God meets our deepest needs.
Session Leader: Rev. Julia Kimmett of United Church
The day will include sessions with Julia, small group discussion, a lunch break, and some craft time
together as well as singing, communion, and fellowship.
To learn more about us and to register, please visit http://www.imagesofspirituality.ca/
Registration Fee: $25.00 by March 31, 2021
Hope you can join us.

2021 Images of Spirituality Planning Committee:

Sandra (chair), Connie, Joanne, Nancy, Ruth, and Maureen
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Kid’s Korner:
Kid’s Ministry meets for a Zoom Sunday School following our morning
worship service. We start at 11:30.
Youth group will meet every second Friday by
Zoom. We start at 6:30.
For links to the meetings and detailed happenings
on specific dates, please contact Candice
at cndcsutton@gmail.com

Okotoks United Church Office - We’re here for you!
The office continues to remain open at this time Monday to Friday 9:00 - 2:00. Please
contact Diane at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357 for church related news.
To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net or phone her at 403-702-2249 (cell) at any time.
Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for confidential spiritual and compassionate
care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net

Please refer to our website www.okunited.ca for updated information and links to the newsletter.

