
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 8 - 1 Kings 17:1-24


Introduction 
Our study now moves to a very important part of Israel’s history. The prophets Elijah and Elisha 
will take centre stage well into 2 Kings. In 1 Kings 17-19 the prophetic ministry of Elijah will the 
focus as God speaks to the nation. It is a dark time and yet the light of God shines through his 
prophet. In this weeks study we get to know the prophet and his dramatic work.


Background - Who is Elijah? 
1

• Elijah was a Tishbite from Gilead. He was a Benjamite, son of Jeroham (1 Chro 8:27). The 
tribe of Benjamin produced several heroes and mighty warriors.


• Elijah lived during the ninth century B.C. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had already split off 
from Judah for a long time. It had become apostate. The people primarily worshiped Baal, 
partially because of the influence of Jezebel. Therefore Elijah, whose name means “Yahweh is 
God” or the “Lord is my God”, would have stood out from the crowd and faced danger of 
persecution and death.


• Elijah was one of the most important and most respected prophets in Israel’s history. God 
used him to bring about a revival in the Northern Kingdom. God accomplished a number of 
miracles through Elijah. He was one of the most significant figures in Israel’s history, along 
with Abraham, Moses, and David. He appeared along with Moses at the transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:1-13).


•  Elijah is one of only two humans (Enoch was the other) that never died (2 Kings 2). God had 
a special plan for him and took him directly up to heaven in a whirlwind.


Study Questions

1. In Canaanite religion, Baal was thought to the the god of storms, holding particular power 

over rain and fertility. In light of this why do you think God sent judgement in the specific 
form of a drought? What message would this have sent?


2. Even though God is with Elijah he finds himself in very challenging circumstances - living in 
the wilderness, scarcity of food, etc. What do you think would have been most difficult 
about this experience for Elijah? What ways did he need to trust in the Lord?


3. What is the widows response when Elijah raises her son from the dead (17:24)? Does this 
shed any light on the purpose of this episode in relation to the larger struggle between Baal 
and the God of Israel?
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4. In what notable ways in these chapters can you see Elijah’s clear obedience to the Lord? 
How is he an example of faithful obedience? 


5. What principles for living by faith do you see in this chapter?


6. Twice in this chapter Elijah is referred to as a “man of God” (vs.18,24) by the widow of 
Zarapheth. In what ways might this be similar to that “man of God” in chapter 13? In  what 
ways might it be different?


7. How would you describe the power of Elijah’s prayer?


8. In James 5:17-18 Elijah  is described as a man of prayer. What can we learn about prayer 
from a man like Elijah?


Gospel Glimpses 
2

Death and Resurrection. The great message of 1 Kings 17-19 is that God, not Baal, is the true 
God, a message particularly emphasized in Elijah’s raising of the widow’s son (17:17-24). In 
Canaanite thought, Baal was believed to periodically die, submitting g to the god of death, 
Mot, before coming back to life during the rainy season. The resurrection of the widow’s son 
reinforces that it is the God of Israel, not Baal, who holds the power over the grave — just as 
the drought reveals that it is the God of Israel who controls the weather. God’s power over the 
grave would be mote fully manifested later in the redemptive history through the person of 
Christ, who would conquer death forever by submitting to it himself before rising again.


Personal Reflection

• Elijah is quite prominent in the New Testament. What does this tell you about this man in 

God’s plan?


• What are some of the spiritual challenges you face that are similar to those of both the widow 
and Elijah?  Do you often take these to the Lord in prayer? 


• In what ways does this study help us in understanding the purposes of God? Does it reveal 
anything about his character?
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