
Jesus   BC:   Pitch   Your   Tent 
 
As   Thanksgiving   approaches   I   think   of   some   things   that   I’m   thankful   for   in   regards   to   my   faith.  

- I’m   thankful   that   Jesus   is   always   there   for   me 
- I’m   thankful   that   Jesus   doesn’t   get   tired   of   hearing   from   me 
- I’m   thankful   that   Jesus   calls   me   friend 

 
I’m   also   thankful   for   God’s   Word   and   the   examples   we   have   to   read   and   learn   from.   And   the   fact 
that   the   Holy   Spirit   speaks   to   me   through   this   amazing,   living   Word.  
 
You   know   for   some,   Thanksgiving   is   a   fairly   relaxing   time.   For   others   it’s   busy   and   chaotic. 
Some   don’t   want   it   to   end.   Others   can’t   wait   for   it   to   be   over.  
 
It’s   easy,   when   you   are   busy,   to   want   to   rush   things   and   find   that   rest   before   you   are   on   to   the 
next   thing.   Many   never   find   that   rest,   they   just   go,   go,   go.   If   they   do   have   time   to   rest,   something 
comes   up,   a   distraction   is   right   around   the   corner. 
 
Isn’t   that   how   our   time   with   God   goes   too?   We   mean   to   read   the   bible.   We   mean   to   pray.   We 
mean   to   sit   and   listen   to   see   if   the   Spirit   is   speaking   to   us.   We   mean   to   try   and   fellowship   with 
Jesus   instead   of   just   calling   Him   to   bail   us   out   of   trouble.   But   there   are   distractions   around   every 
corner….. 
 
There   was   this   man   in   the   book   of   Exodus.   His   name   is   Moses.   Moses   was   busy.   Moses   had   a 
lot   of   responsibility.   Moses   was   the   leader   of   about   6   million   people….and   they   all   looked   to   him 
for   their   needs   including   when   they   wanted   to   hear   from   God! 
 
These   people   were   called   the   children   of   Israel,   I   think   because   they   descended   from   Israel   but 
maybe   also   because   they   acted   like   children   all   the   time?   They   were   constantly   getting   in 
trouble,   making   decisions   based   solely   on   how   they   felt,   disobeying   Moses   and   God.   They   were 
selfish.   God   even   called   them   stiff-necked   people. 
 
Moses   could   only   do   what   he   did   for   the   people   because   Moses   took   time   away   from   the   noise 
and   sought   out   God   so   God   would   be   his   strength,   his   wisdom,   his   peace…. 
 

Exodus   33:7-11   (HCSB) 
Now   Moses   took   a   tent   and   set   it   up   outside   the   camp,   far   away   from   the   camp;   he 
called   it   the   tent   of   meeting.   Anyone   who   wanted   to   consult   the   Lord   would   go   to   the   tent 
of   meeting   that   was   outside   the   camp.8   Whenever   Moses   went   out   to   the   tent,   all   the 
people   would   stand   up,   each   one   at   the   door   of   his   tent,   and   they   would   watch   Moses 
until   he   entered   the   tent.   9   When   Moses   entered   the   tent,   the   pillar   of   cloud   would   come 
down   and   remain   at   the   entrance   to   the   tent,   and   the   Lord   would   speak   with   Moses.   10 
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As   all   the   people   saw   the   pillar   of   cloud   remaining   at   the   entrance   to   the   tent,   they   would 
stand   up,   then   bow   in   worship,   each   one   at   the   door   of   his   tent.   11   The   Lord   spoke   with 
Moses   face   to   face,   just   as   a   man   speaks   with   his   friend.   Then   Moses   would   return   to 
the   camp,   but   his   assistant,   the   young   man   Joshua   son   of   Nun,   would   not   leave   the 
inside   of   the   tent. 

 
Moses   gives   us   this   great   example   about   priorities.   No   matter   how   many   people   are   pulling   at 
him   for   his   time,   he   makes   his   time   with   God   his   top   priority. 
 
He   was   wise   enough   to   know   that   he   needed   God.   No   matter   how   successful   he   had   been   this 
far,   Moses   needed   God   to   have   the   strength   to   keep   going.  
 

Psalm   22:19   (HCSB) 
But   You,   Lord,   don’t   be   far   away. 
My   strength,   come   quickly   to   help   me. 

 
Isn’t   that   like   us?   Asking   Jesus   to   not   be   too   far   away.   “Lord   I’m   going   to   need   to   when   things 
are   rough,   don’t   be   far   away”,   “I   may   not   need   you   now,   but   when   I   do,   I’ll   let   you   know” 
 
See   we   accomplish   things   in   life   and   we   think   that   we   got   there   because   of   our   hard   work   or   our 
wisdom   and   knowledge   and   if   that’s   so,   If   I   got   myself   here….then   I   can   keep   myself   here   or   I 
can   fix   any   situation.  
 
Friends   that’s   called   walking   in   the   flesh,   doing   things   in   your   own   strength   according   to   your 
own   desires. 
 
Paul   called   the   followers   of   Jesus   to   walk   in   the   Spirit.   To   seek   God’s   strength   according   to   His 
will.   And   if   we   do   that,   He’ll   take   care   of   the   rest…. 
 

Matthew   6:33   (HCSB) 
But   seek   first   the   kingdom   of   God   and   His   righteousness,   and   all   these   things   will   be 
provided   for   you. 

 
This   is   what   we   see   Moses   doing.   He   intentionally   set   up   a   tent.   He   didn’t   just   happen   to   find 
one.   God   didn’t   call   him   to   set   it   up.   He   desired   to   seek   the   Lord   so   he   set   up   the   tent!  
 
He   had   this   place   he   called   the   tent   of   meeting.   You   see   it   in   the   name….tent   of   meeting….that 
this   time   and   place   was   for   a   purpose…..to   meet   with   God!  
 

James   4:8   (NKJV) 
Draw   near   to   God   and   He   will   draw   near   to   you.   Cleanse   your   hands,   you   sinners;   and 
purify   your   hearts,   you   double-minded. 
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If   you’re   not   feeling   very   “near   to   God”   it   could   be   because   you’re   not   spending   time   with   God. 
 
“draw   near”   =   come    close ,    approach    God. 
 
God   often   speaks   in   a   whisper,   if   you   want   to   hear   a   whisper   you’ve   got   to   come   close.   It’s   the 
person   that   wants   to   hear   the   whisper   that   draws   near.  
 
So   what   does   it   look   like   to   meet   with   God?   What   can   we   glean   from   Moses   and   his   tent? 
 

1. The   tent   was   pitched   outside   of   the   camp   (v7) 
 
Moses   withdrew   from   the   distractions.   He   went   outside   the   camp.   He   left   the   children   behind, 
probably   told   them   “Daddy   needs   some   alone   time”   But   it   wasn’t   alone   time,   it   was   time   with 
God.   Time   for   rest   and   refreshing   so   that   he   could   have   the   strength   for   what   was   next 
 

Mark   6:31   (NKJV) 
And   He   said   to   them,   “Come   aside   by   yourselves   to   a   deserted   place   and   rest   a   while.” 
For   there   were   many   coming   and   going,   and   they   did   not   even   have   time   to   eat. 

 
This   comes   right   after   Jesus   sent   the   12   out   in   pairs   to   cast   out   demons   and   heal   the   sick.   And 
it’s   right   before   feeding   the   5000.   He   tells   them   to   go   to   a   quiet   place   and   rest.   Basically   “go 
pitch   a   tent   outside   the   camp,   away   from   the   people….get   refreshed….you’re   gonna   need   it”  
 
To   draw   near   to   God   you   have   to   withdraw   from   distraction.   In   the   tent   of   meeting   listening   is 
more   important   than   talking.   Can   you   hear   His   voice?   If   it’s   a   whisper,   you   might   need   to   get 
closer…. 
 

2. The   people   noticed   when   Moses   was   meeting   with   God   (v8) 
 
Now   I   know   Jesus   said   when   you   go   into   your   secret   place   and   shut   the   door   that   your   Father 
will   reward   what   is   done   in   secret.   But   that   doesn’t   mean   no   one   can   know   that   you   are 
spending   time   in   prayer!   It’s   ok   if   someone   sees   you. 
 
If   you   are   really   spending   time   with   God,   they   are   going   to   know   anyway.   They   will   see   the 
change   in   your   life.   There   will   be   results   from   meetings   with   God.   Your   heart   will   be   transformed! 
 

Psalm   51:10   (NKJV) 
Create   in   me   a   clean   heart,   O   God, 
And   renew   a   steadfast   spirit   within   me. 

 
1   Thessalonians   3:12   (NKJV) 
And   may   the   Lord   make   you   increase   and   abound   in   love   to   one   another   and   to   all,   just 
as   we   do   to   you, 
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People   notice   when   you   have   been   meeting   with   God   because   you   are   more   like   Christ 
meaning   your   love   for   people   will   increase!  
 

3. Moses’   intimacy   with   God   rubbed   off   on   the   people   (v10) 
 
Passion   for   God   is   more   caught   than   taught.   You   want   the   people   around   you   to   seek   God, 
make   sure   you   are   doing   it!  
 
When   we   pray   for   revival,   the   proper   way   to   do   it   is   say   “Lord   start   here,   start   in   ME!”  
 
That’s   not   selfish,   it’s   humility.   It   can   be   a   difficult   thing   to   admit   that   I   need   help.   I   need   a 
refreshing.   I   need   Jesus   or   I   can’t   do   this.   But   what   happens   when   God   stirs   you? 
 

Fire   is   catching!   And   if   we   burn,   you   burn   with   us!  
 
When   someone   tells   you   about   what   the   Holy   Spirit   has   shown   them   or   done   in   their   life,   doesn’t 
it   excite   you   and   fire   you   up?   Doesn’t   it   grow   your   faith   and   increase   the   hope   in   your   own   life?   It 
should.   It   should   drive   you   to   desire   that   for   yourself   and   if   it   does   it   should   drive   you   into   the 
tent   to   seek   your   own   intimacy   with   God….closeness   with   God…..  
 

4. It’s   in   the   tent   that   you   develop   friendship   with   God   (v11) 
 
This   is   the   place   where   God   spoke   to   Moses   face   to   face   as   a   man   speaks   to   a   friend! 
 

John   15:13-15   (NKJV) 
Greater   love   has   no   one   than   this,   than   to   lay   down   one’s   life   for   his   friends.   14   You   are 
My   friends   if   you   do   whatever   I   command   you.   15   No   longer   do   I   call   you   servants,   for   a 
servant   does   not   know   what   his   master   is   doing;   but   I   have   called   you   friends,   for   all 
things   that   I   heard   from   My   Father   I   have   made   known   to   you. 

 
Friends   tell   each   other   secrets.   Close   friends   tell   each   other   ALL   there   is   to   know   about   them 
themselves.   They   withhold   nothing. 
 
That   is   the   kind   of   friendship   that   you   develop   with   Jesus   as   you   spend   time   in   the   tent,   outside 
the   camp.   This   is   the   place   where   you   are   privileged   to   greater   revelation   of   who   Christ   is….in 
the   tent.   In   that   place   where   it’s   just   the   two   of   you. 
 
I’ve   never   loved   camping   but   I   do   have   some   good   memories   both   camping   in   my   back   yard   as 
a   kid   and   camping   at   Bail’s   Lake.   There   are   things   I   learned   about   my   friends   at   those   times. 
When   you   would   go   into   the   tent   to   go   to   sleep,   conversation   took   place,   jokes   were   told,   stories 
were   shared,   and   friendship   was   developed. 
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There   were   no   distractions   (except   maybe   crickets),   often   times   it   was   even   dark   in   there,   it   was 
easier   to   focus   on   their   voice.  
 
So   it   goes   with   God,   get   alone   with   Him,   focus   on   His   voice,   talk   with   Him,   have   real   times   of 
friendship,   not   the   kind   where   you   only   call   when   you   need   something….go   deeper!  
 
You   can   be   a   friend   of   God! 
 

5. You   must   guard   the   tent   (v11) 
 
As   Moses   went   back   to   the   camp   (life),   his   assistant   Joshua   stayed   inside   the   tent.  
 
The   tent   of   meeting   should   be   something   that   is   important   to   you,   and   if   it   is,   shouldn’t   you   guard 
it?   Shouldn’t   you   protect   it   from   attacks?  
 

1   Corinthians   10:12   (NKJV) 
Therefore   let   him   who   thinks   he   stands   take   heed   lest   he   fall. 

 
Sometimes   the   areas   in   which   you   fall   are   the   areas   in   which   you   think   you   are   the   strongest.   If 
you   know   you   are   weak   in   a   certain   place,   then   you   will   keep   your   guard   up.   But   if   you   think   you 
are   strong   in   another   place,   then   you   will   lower   your   guard. 
 
Oswald   Chambers   said-“An   unguarded   strength   is   a   double   weakness” 
 
   You   may   be   cautious   in   your   area   of   vulnerability   but   lower   your   guard   in   the   area   in   which   you 
think   you   are   strong.   And   that   just   might   be   the   area   in   which   you   fall. 
 
So   be   careful.   It   is   just   when   you   think   you   are   not   going   to   fall   that   you   are   in   greater   danger   of 
falling. 
 
Guard   the   tent   of   meeting.   It’s   less   about   the   tent   and   much,   much   more   about   the   meeting   BUT 
don’t   be   fooled.   You   need   the   set   time   and   place   outside   the   camp.   Praying   on   the   drive   to   work 
lacks   intimacy,   friendship   and   is   filled   with   distractions! 
 
Don’t   let   satan   attack   your   tent   of   meeting   with: 

- Sleep 
- Busyness 
- Sin 
- Times   of   testing   and   trial 

 
I’m   here   to   tell   you   that   your   tent   of   meeting   is   critical   to   your   walk   with   Jesus.   In   fact,   Moses 
and   the   tent   of   meeting   is   all   about   Jesus…. 
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One   could   make   the   case   that   the   tent   itself   symbolizes   Jesus.  
 

- In   the   tent   you   find   rest 
- In   the   tent   you   have   a   covering/protection 
- In   the   tent   you   feel   secure 
- In   the   tent   you   have   peace   (away   from   the   camp/people) 

 
But   on   top   of   all   of   that,   we   see   the   foreshadowing   of   Jesus   in   this   young   man   that   wouldn’t 
leave   the   tent….Joshua. 
 
If   you   don’t   know   the   rest   of   the   story,   Moses   will   not   be   the   man   to   lead   the   children   of   Israel 
into   the   promised   land   that   man   will   be   Joshua.  
 
Joshua   in   the   Hebrew   is   the   exact   same   name   as   Jesus   in   the   Hebrew.   I’m   not   saying   that 
Joshua   IS   Jesus,   just   like   I   wasn’t   saying   that   Daniel,   Abraham,   Moses,   David,   or   Joseph   WERE 
Jesus   but   they   sure   showed   us   way   more   about   the   coming   Messiah   then   we   think! 
 
Joshua   took   the   Israelites   into   the   promised   land,   Jesus   takes   God’s   people   into   eternity   with 
Him.  
 
It   was   Joshua   who   didn’t   leave   the   tent   of   meeting.  
 

Exodus   33:11   (HCSB) 
The   Lord   spoke   with   Moses   face   to   face,   just   as   a   man   speaks   with   his   friend.   Then 
Moses   would   return   to   the   camp,   but   his   assistant,   the   young   man   Joshua   son   of   Nun, 
would   not   leave   the   inside   of   the   tent. 

 
Joshua   was   a   young   man.   This   means   something   because   it   shows   us   that   Jesus   as   a   “young 
man”   would   begin   His   earthly   ministry   which   He   did   in   just   His   early   30’s   which   according   to 
Jewish   customs,   that’s   barely   old   enough   to   have   anything   worthy   to   contribute   to   an   adult 
conversation. 
 
The   next   thing   we   see   is   that   Joshua   was   the   son   of   Nun.   That’s   a   man….Nun.   He   doesn’t   work 
at   a   monastery   or   convent...his   name   is   Nun.   His   name   is   important. 
 
Remember   Joshua   is   the   same   as   Jesus   and   means   “the   Lord   saves”.   Joshua’s   father’s   name, 
Nun,   means   “eternity”  
 
The   name   of   the   one   to   come   after   moses,   a   prophet   like   Moses   whom   God   would   speak 
through   and   to   whom   the   people   would   listen   is   none   other   than   Jesus,   the   Son   of   Eternity?   Tell 
me   God’s   Word   isn’t   amazing….. 
 
Then   we   have   the   fact   that   this   Joshua   wouldn’t   depart   from   the   tent…. 
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Joshua…..JESUS….would   not   depart   from   the   tent   (God’s   presence) 
 
The   book   of   Hebrews   tells   us   that   Jesus   is   different   from   all   other   priests   before   Him   because 
He   ALWAYS   LIVES   TO   MAKE   INTERCESSION   for   us!  
 
HE   NEVER   LEAVES   THE   FATHER’S   PRESENCE 
 
Yes,   you   need   to   pitch   a   tent,   you   need   to   meet   with   God,   draw   near   to   Him.   Do   that!   Make   it   a 
priority   in   your   life.  
 
But   know   that   you   have   a   Savior,   who   day   and   night…..ALWAYS   is   interceding   for   you.  
 

Hebrews   7:25   (NASB) 
Therefore   He   is   able   also   to   save   forever   those   who   draw   near   to   God   through   Him, 
since   He   always   lives   to   make   intercession   for   them. 

 
This   intercession   in   multifaceted.   It   involved   interceding   on   your   behalf,   saying   “Father,   they   are 
with   Me.   I   died   for   them.   They   believe   in   Me.   They   are   Ours.” 
 
Jesus   loves   you   in   spite   of   what   you’ve   done   or   who   you   are.   If   you   claim   Him   before   people   on 
this   earth,   He’ll   claim   you   before   the   Father   in   heaven….will   you   choose   Him   today? 
 
Intercession   also   involves   meeting   with   a   person   for   the   purpose   of   conversation   and 
consultation.   Jesus   is   constantly   meeting   with   the   Father   and   want’s   to   constantly   meet   with 
YOU!  
 
The   question   is…..Do   you   have   a   tent?   If   so,   pitch   it   outside   the   camp,   and   GO…...draw   near   to 
Jesus   who   is   waiting.   He   wants   to   call   you   friend   and   speak   to   you! 
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