
Connected   -   The   Gardener   
  

I   keep   hearing   a   phrase   repeated   that   says   something   like   “things   have   to   get   worse   before   they   
get   better.”   And   to   a   degree,   I   agree   with   that.   I   think   typically   that   is   the   case.     
  

Some   say   this   because   they   have   heard   it   elsewhere.   Others   say   it   to   give   people   hope.   And   
then   there’s   people   that   actually   believe   it.     
  

What   if   I   told   you   that   this   phrase   is   missing   a   very   key   word?   Appear.   Things   have   to   appear   to   
get   worse   before   they   get   better.   Sometimes   things   start   to   look   a   little   ugly   but   the   work   that’s   
being   done   will   make   them   more   beautiful   in   the   end...   
  

I   believe   this   is   a   biblical   principle   we   see   in   the   Gardener.     
  

John   15:1-8   (NKJV)   
“I   am   the   true   vine,   and   My   Father   is   the   vinedresser.   2   Every   branch   in   Me   that   does   not   
bear   fruit   He   takes   away;   and   every   branch   that   bears   fruit   He   prunes,   that   it   may   bear   
more   fruit.   3   You   are   already   clean   because   of   the   word   which   I   have   spoken   to   you.   4   
Abide   in   Me,   and   I   in   you.   As   the   branch   cannot   bear   fruit   of   itself,   unless   it   abides   in   the   
vine,   neither   can   you,   unless   you   abide   in   Me.   
5   “I   am   the   vine,   you   are   the   branches.   He   who   abides   in   Me,   and   I   in   him,   bears   much   
fruit;   for   without   Me   you   can   do   nothing.   6   If   anyone   does   not   abide   in   Me,   he   is   cast   out   
as   a   branch   and   is   withered;   and   they   gather   them   and   throw   them   into   the   fire,   and   they   
are   burned.   7   If   you   abide   in   Me,   and   My   words   abide   in   you,   you   will   ask   what   you   
desire,   and   it   shall   be   done   for   you.   8   By   this   My   Father   is   glorified,   that   you   bear   much   
fruit;   so   you   will   be   My   disciples.   

  
In   recent   weeks   we’ve   looked   at   Jesus   as   the   true   vine   who   gives   life   to   the   branches.     
  

Then   we   looked   at   how   we,   the   branches   must   be   connected   to   Jesus   in   order   to   exalt   the   fruit   
that   He   produces   in   and   through   us.   
  

Now   today   I   want   to   focus   on   the   gardener   or   vinedresser.   See   it’s   key   to   know   about   the   life   in   
the   vine   and   the   function   of   the   branches   before   you   really   look   at   the   gardener.   TOtherwise   the   
gardener   appears   to   be   the   bad   guy   in   the   story   because   it   says   he   takes   away.   
  

Nobody   likes   things   to   be   taken   away   from   them.   You   take   away   your   kids’   toy,   you’re   
mean...right?     
  

I   believe   as   we   look   at   the   truth   of   the   Word   this   morning,   you’re   going   to   see   the   true   heart   of   
the   gardener...   
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John   15:1   (NKJV)   
“I   am   the   true   vine,   and   My   Father   is   the   vinedresser.   

  
Many   other   translations   say   gardener.   The   Father   is   the   gardener,   the   overseer.   This   is   an   
important   role   because   what   happens   to   a   garden   with   no   gardener?   It   gets   overtaken   by   the   
weeds   and   doesn’t   bear   anywhere   near   the   fruit   that   it   should!   
  

You   need   to   hear   this   today...you   need   a   gardener   in   your   life!   He   does   work   that   benefits   you!   
  

So   what   does   the   gardener   do?     
  

John   15:2   (NKJV)   
Every   branch   in   Me   that   does   not   bear   fruit   He   takes   away;   and   every   branch   that   bears   
fruit   He   prunes,   that   it   may   bear   more   fruit.   

  
We   see   two   primary   things   that   the   gardener   does   with   the   branches...and   at   first   glance   they   
don’t   seem   too   helpful   to   the   branch.     
  

1. Takes   away   
  

“Every   branch   in   Me   that   does   not   bear   fruit   He   takes   away”   
  

Where   are   these   branches?   IN   CHRIST   
  

So   does   God   take   away   our   salvation   if   we   don’t   bear   fruit?   It   says   He   takes   away…   
  

I   thought   the   Holy   Spirit   was   the   guarantee   of   our   inheritance     
and   that   nothing   could   separate   us   from   the   love   of   God     
and   that   we   are   a   new   creation     
and   God’s   love   is   unfailing?   

  
So   what   does   the   Father   take   away?   Church   this   is   why   study   is   so   important...let’s   look   at   what   
“take   away”   means.   
  

Take   away   -   airo   (eye-row)   means   to   raise   up,   elevate,   lift   up...to   raise   from   the   ground.     
- To   bear   away   what   has   been   raised   (bear   =   carry   the   weight   of,   support)   

  
Here   is   another   instance   of   airo...   
  

Matthew   9:6   (NKJV)   
But   that   you   may   know   that   the   Son   of   Man   has   power   on   earth   to   forgive   sins”—then   He   
said   to   the   paralytic,   “Arise,    take   up    your   bed,   and   go   to   your   house.”   
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You   know   a   word   can   have   multiple   meanings,   right?   So   how   do   I   know   that   THIS   is   the   proper   
meaning   here   and   not   just   that   He   “takes   away”   the   branch   itself?     
  

Jesus   is   talking   about   a   grapevine.   So   if   we   look   at   a   grapevine   and   ask   the   question,   “Why   
don’t   some   branches   bear   fruit?   Even   though   they   are   connected   to   the   vine?”   Now,   if   we   were   
to   go   to   a   vineyard   and   look   around   we   would   find   some   branches   that   have   fallen   from   the   
trellis   and   began   to   trail   along   the   ground.   These   eventually   get   covered   with   dust   and   dirt   and   
can   soon   become   diseased.     
  

So   what   does   the   gardener   do   with   these?   Cut   them   off   and   throw   them   away?   
Absolutely   not!   They   have   too   much   value.   He   goes   looking   for   them   and   when   he   finds   
them,   he   carefully   lifts   them   up   (catch   that?),   washes   them   off,   and   ties   them   back   to   the  
trellis.   And   before   long   they   are   thriving   again   and   will   bear   fruit!   
  

Now   you   see   how   a   gardener   handles   a   branch   that   is   connected   to   the   vine   but   bears   
no   fruit...he   lifts   it   up,   cleans   it,   tends   to   it   and   gets   it   back   into   a   place   where   it   will   bear   
good   fruit.   

  
This   is   the   picture   of   the   Christian   who   has   given   way   to   sin   in   their   life.   Sin   is   like   dirt   covering   
our   branch   and   left   unattended   the   branch   can   soon   become   sick   and   isn’t   able   to   bear   fruit.    
  

We   can   easily   get   this   idea   of   God   being   mad   at   us   because   we   aren’t   bearing   fruit   but   He’s   like   
a   gardener   who   sees   the   branch   that   is   barren   and   not   thriving   as   it   should   and   it   breaks   His   
heart...He   won’t   throw   you   away!   
  

He   kneels   down,   comes   close   and   gently   cleanses   and   restores   you.   He   lifts   you   back   up   to   a   
productive,   God-honoring   life!     
  

Ephesians   1:7   (NKJV)   
In   Him   we   have   redemption   through   His   blood,   the   forgiveness   of   sins,   according   to   the   
riches   of   His   grace   

  
This   is   the   conviction   and   restoration   work   of   the   Holy   Spirit   in   your   life.   Can   I   tell   you   that   God   
is   faithful   and   just   to   forgive   you?   That   when   you   are   in   Christ,   you   can’t   get   down   in   the   mud   
and   crawl   to   a   place   where   He   can’t   find   you?   Where   He’s   not   willing   to   look   for   you   to   restore   
you?   
  

Some   of   you   need   to   grab   ahold   of   this   truth   right   now...that   if   anything,   the   Father   looks   at   you   
and   is   grieved   that   you   are   not   thriving   and   living   a   fruitful   life!   And   He’ll   do   whatever   needs   to   
be   done   to   get   you   to   that   place.     
  

Will   you   listen   to   His   voice?     
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2. Prunes   
  

“every   branch   that   bears   fruit   He   prunes,   that   it   may   bear   more   fruit.”   
  

Oh,   you   didn’t   think   that   only   the   ones   that   aren’t   bearing   fruit   needed   attended   to,   did   you?   He’s   
still   the   overseer   over   all...   
  

If   you   don’t   bear   fruit,   He   lifts   you   up.   But   if   you   DO   bear   fruit,   He   prunes   you!   
  

So   what   does   it   mean   to   prune?   The   Greek   for   prune   is   kathairo   (cath-eye-row)   meaning   to   
cleanse   a   branch   from   useless   shoots.   
  

How   is   it   physically   done   by   the   gardener?   He   cuts   away   parts   of   the   branch!   He   removes   the   
parts   that   reduce   the   branches   ability   to   bear   fruit!     
  

“But   these   branches   are   bearing   fruit”...yes,   they   are...but   they   could   so   much   more   without   
these   hindrances!     
  

Branches   on   a   grapevine   are   prone   to   growing   too   aggressively,   producing   more   and   
more   leaves   and   shoots   that   can   bleed   nourishment   away   from   the   grapes   and   
sometimes   even   hide   them   from   the   sunlight.   A   good   gardener   knows   that   trimming   back   
excess   growth   is   key   to   maximizing   the   branch’s   effectiveness   

  
Jesus   said   He   is   the   vine,   you   are   the   branches.   As   the   Father   oversees   the   branches,   He   looks   
at   even   those   bearing   fruit   to   see   what   needs   trimmed   back   to   make   it   more   effective.     
  

Things   in   your   life   can   look   like   they   are   good   for   you.   Lots   of   leaves,   fresh   shoots...these   
appear   to   be   evidence   of   a   healthy   branch...but   they   aren’t...fruit   is!     
  

We   can   picture   what   it   looks   like   to   physically   prune   a   branch   but   what   does   that   look   like   when   
the   Father   prunes   us?     
  

Hebrews   12:5-6   (NKJV)   
And   you   have   forgotten   the   exhortation   which   speaks   to   you   as   to   sons:   
“My   son,   do   not   despise   the   chastening   of   the   Lord,   
Nor   be   discouraged   when   you   are   rebuked   by   Him;   
6   For   whom   the   Lord   loves   He   chastens,   
And   scourges   every   son   whom   He   receives.”   

  
Man...that   sounds   really   pleasant   doesn’t   it?   People   are   lining   up   at   the   altar   saying   “God,   prune   
me!”     
  

When   it   comes   to   pruning,   we   have   to   remember   the   importance   of   cutting   back   always   
produces   new   growth.   

4   



  
Think   about   when   you   decide   to   make   changes   in   your   habits   and   you   say   I’m   going   to   cut   back   
on   the   amount   of   screen   time   I   have.   Guess   what?   Now   that   time,   which   is   a   resource...can   be   
redirected   to   something   else.   
  

So   you   cut   back   on   screen   time   and   you   spend   more   time   reading,   you   grow   in   knowledge.   You   
spend   more   time   having   actual   conversations   with   people,   you   grow   in   relationships.   But   it   often   
takes   some   cutting   back   to   grow   in   other   areas   of   your   life.   
  

The   big   issue   for   us   as   branches,   is   that   if   we   aren’t   down   in   the   dirt   and   diseased,   we   tend   to   
think   we’re   in   pretty   good   shape.   There’s   a   little   fruit   bearing   going   on.   But   the   Lord   sees   the   
heart.   The   Lord   knows   our   actual   needs   because   He’s   the   one   who   oversees   us.   
  

1. Stage   1   -   Rebuke   
  

Jesus   said   “Don’t   be   discouraged   when   you   are   rebuked   by   Him.”   Guys   this   is   the   conviction   of   
the   Holy   Spirit   in   your   life.   It’s   that   prompting   that   says   “don’t   do   that,   or   get   rid   of   that”.     
  

2. Stage   2   -   Chasten   
  

“Do   not   despise   the   chastening   of   the   Lord”.   Chastening   sounds   so   bad...it’s   just   instruction.   
Rebuke/conviction   is   that   “hey   branch,   this   is   the   problem”,   Chastening/instruction   is   the   “stop   
doing   that   and   do   this   instead.”     
  

This   instruction   is   aimed   at   increasing   fruit   bearing   by   correcting   mistakes   and   controlling   
passions   and   desires.   You   really   want   to   get   pruned   by   stage   1   and   2...   
  

3. Stage   3   -   Scourge   
  

This   sounds   like   something   I   do   not   want   any   part   of...to   scourge   is   to   whip   or   punish.   This   is   
that   point   where   the   Father   has   tried   conviction,   He’s   tried   instruction,   and   you   still   aren’t   
receiving   the   message.   He   will   punish   you....   
  

Someone   is   thinking   “THAT   doesn’t   sound   like   a   loving   God!”    
- Do   you   punish   your   children   because   you   like   it?   Or   because   it’s   for   their   good?     
- Do   you   punish   them   because   it’s   fun   for   you?   Or   because   you   want   them   to   learn   from   it   

and   grow?   
- You   punish   your   children   because   you   love   them.    

  
When   God   punishes   us...as   those   connected   to   the   vine...it’s   not   punishment   because   of   sin,   
that   He   cleans   up   and   lifts   us   up...He   punishes   when   we   don’t   receive   the   conviction   and   
instruction.     
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And   this   can   be   by   removing   things   from   our   lives   or   allowing   us   to   suffer   the   consequences   of   
our   actions   but   make   no   mistake...it   may   not   be   pleasant,   but   all   pruning   is   for   your   good,   so   you   
can   grow!   
  

Hebrews   12:11   (NKJV)   
Now   no   chastening   seems   to   be   joyful   for   the   present,   but   painful;   nevertheless,   
afterward   it   yields   the   peaceable   fruit   of   righteousness   to   those   who   have   been   trained   
by   it.   

  
When   it   comes   to   pruning   grapes,   the   most   common   mistake   a   gardener   can   make   is   not   
pruning   enough.   Light   pruning   doesn’t   promote   adequate   fruiting   whereas   heavy   pruning   
provides   the   greatest   quality   of   grapes.   
  

There’s   a   lot   of   your   life   that   needs   cut   back   so   you   can   bear   God’s   fruit.   What   is   the   Gardener   
doing   in   your   life   to   make   you   more   effective   for   His   kingdom?   
  
  

First   -   Are   you   in   Christ?     
  

John   15:6   -   If   anyone   does   not   abide   in   Me,   he   is   cast   out   as   a   branch   and   is   withered;   
and   they   gather   them   and   throw   them   into   the   fire,   and   they   are   burned.   
  
  
  
  

If   you’re   in   Christ:    
  
  

Are   you   one   that   needs   lifted   up   today?   Cleaned   and   restored?   
  
  

Are   you   one   that   needs   some   pruning?   Can   you   hear   the   conviction?   Instruction?   Or   do   
you   need   a   holy   whippin?     
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