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which we will be distributing a beautiful 
devotional booklet and ashes for Ash 
Wednesday. (These will also be available 
during the previous week from the church 
office on Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30-
12:30.) The Ash Wednesday service will 
live-stream at 7 PM on February 17. 
 It is sad to think that we will not be 
able to gather for our customary soup sup-
per and Holden Evening Prayer this year. 
However, to get us in the spirit of commu-
nity, I would like to encourage you to send 
to the office (email or regular mail) your 
favorite soup or bread recipe and we will 
send them back out by email each week 
and include them in next month’s newslet-
ter. We will still be gathering for Holden 
Evening Prayer via Zoom and this year  
we will join with our friends from St. Philip 
Lutheran Church and Epiphany Lutheran 
and Episcopal Church. We will gather on 
the Wednesdays (after Ash Wednesday) at 
6:30 PM to sing evening prayer and have a 
brief reflection/discussion on some of the 
visual art from A Sanctified Art. 
 Besides our Wednesday evening 
gatherings, we will continue to have the 
Bible Study on Wednesday afternoons 
led by Pastor Tony and the Sunday Pastors’ 
Forum will focus on the formative stor ies 
of the Old Testament that we read at the 
Easter Vigil. We also will be able to join 
Pastor Jon Perez from Epiphany for his 
Class on Daily Prayer on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 22 at 7 PM  
(email vicarjon@epiphanymarina.org) and 
Sunday Night Compline at 8PM on  
February 21 – March 28, also over Zoom. 
More information about all of these will be 
coming soon. 
 I hope all of these options are not 
overwhelming. Our goal is to be able to 
provide different types and times of gather-
ings so it is easier for more of you to partic-
ipate. I believe that is especially important 
during this season of Lent when we hear 
the call to get back to the core of our faith 
and prepare for new life and new begin-
nings with Easter.  
                     
           (con’t pg. 2) 

 
Livestreamed Worship Is Coming 

 It was almost eleven months ago 
that we had to suspend our in-person wor-
ship and other gatherings at the church and 
begin posting recorded worship to 
YouTube. We had no idea then how long 
this would last, but early on I began looking 
at how we could live-stream our worship 
rather than recording it in advance. Thanks 
to a grant from the St. Timothy Foundation, 
we were able to purchase the necessary 
equipment. Jim Helgason and I were able to 
install it and work out (nearly) all of the 
technical questions. Now, we have begun 
training people on how to use it with the 
plan of having our first livestream on Febru-
ary 14, Transfiguration Sunday. 
 For those of us worshipping from 
home, the main change will be that worship 
will start at 10 AM on Sunday mornings, 
and be available later as well. But as vac-
cines become more widely available and it 
becomes more safe for us to gather together, 
the livestreaming means that we will be able 
to have people worship in person and online 
at the same time. We will continue this in-
definitely, allowing us to share worship and 
the Good News of Christ in-person and 
online. 

Lent is Coming 
 Lent comes early this year, with 
Ash Wednesday falling on February 17. For 
this season we will again be using theme 
and original art resources from A Sanctified 
Art, the same liturgical arts company we 
used during the seasons of Advent through 
Christmas. Our theme is simply “Again & 
Again.” With this theme we remember that 
repeatedly through life we know both suf-
fering and brokenness and yet we experi-
ence God also coming to us, unceasingly, 
with love and healing, bringing us to new 
life. 
 As we prepare for this season, I 
want you to know about some of the ways 
we can enter more deeply into this forty day 
retreat, even as we continue to restrict our in
-person gatherings. First, we will have a 
drive-thru pickup on Transfiguration Sun-
day, February 14, from noon to 2:30 PM, at 
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

Offering Envelopes—The offering envelopes for 2021 are in your box at St. Timothy in the church Lounge 
for you to pick up.  The church office is open Tuesday and Thursdays from 8:30am-12:30pm.  
 
Service Commission— Providing a meal for I-Help for Women February 3rd.   Meet at 5:00pm in church 
parking lot. You are welcome to join us just to catch up and say hello.   
 
Property Committee—Meeting February 11th at 10:15am.  
 

Game Day—February 12th @ 1:00pm.   We will continue to play Croquet outdoors unless it rains.  Hosted 

by Cheryl Plaskett.  Please call Cheryl if you need directions @ 383-9052.  Please join us! 
 
El Camino Real Conference Gathering  Feb 13th, 9am-11am.  This vir tual meeting  is open to all mem-

bers of St. Timothy Lutheran Church.  There will be some discussion about what we are looking for in a new 

bishop and nominations for a representative to the church wide assembly in 2022.  

 
Fat Tuesday—On February 16th indulge in pancakes, bacon and sausage prior to Lent.  
 
Lent Mid-week Evening Prayer 
Join us as we sing Holden Evening Prayer together via Zoom each Wednesday of Lent at 6:30 PM. This year 
the Evening Prayer will be led by St. Philip’s Psalm 150 Band and will include a brief reflection/discussion 
led by Pastor Clark and Pastor Tony on a series of artwork for the season.    
Join us Wednesdays (2/24. 3/4, 3/10, 3/17 & 3/24) at 6:30 PM via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87434790755?pwd=RVlhSnpJbk9DeW9CemdJUkNSY0NWUT09 
Or dial in: (669)900-6833 
Meeting ID: 874 3479 0755 
Passcode: 991985 

Vaccinations Coming and Final Thoughts
 I have heard from a few of you that 
you have been able to make appointments to 
receive a vaccine. I am curious to hear when 
you are able to receive one, so please let  
Carolyn or I know.  
 I look forward to seeing you online or 
whenever we might be able to meet in person. I 
am pleased that case numbers are declining, 
which makes me think we might be able to 
hold an outdoor worship gathering again some-
time. Of course, weather is now also a concern. 
As we begin livestreaming, it might also be-
come safe for us to have people present in the 
sanctuary for worship again, probably with 
small numbers at first. The Safe Gatherings 
Committee and the Council will continue to 
consider those possibilities over the coming 
weeks and months. 
 No matter how that takes shape, I want 
to tell you I continue to miss you and I am sor-
ry I do not have more personal contact with 
you. Please know I hold you in prayer and that 
I enjoy hearing from you by phone or email. 
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
 
Pastor Clark 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87434790755?pwd=RVlhSnpJbk9DeW9CemdJUkNSY0NWUT09
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AGAIN & AGAIN A LENTEN REFRAIN 

 
Art, reflections, & poetry for the  

season of Lent 
 

In the season of Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again suffering and brokenness find us.  
We doubt again, we lament again we mess up again.  Again and again, the story of Jesus on 
the cross repeats—every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the powerful choose cor-
ruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love.  With exacerbation we ex-
claim, “Again?! How long, O God?” And yet, in the midst of the motion blur chaos of our, 

God offers a sacred refrain:  “I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.”  Again and again, God 
breaks the cycle and offers us a new way forward. 
 
In this season, we need rituals —both old and new—to remember and be transformed.  Embodied practice 
builds muscle memory.  Repetition helps retrain our neural pathways.  We encourage you to walk through 
these weekly readings and prompts at your own pace throughout the season, following the rhythm that works 
best for you.  May the art, reflections, and poetry strengthen and stretch you, shaping you into a more faithful 
disciple.  
 
This Lent, may God’s steadfast love cradle our laments.  May God’s grace wash over our weariness. And may 
we bring all of who we are to God—trusting that God will meet us, time and again, along the way. 

 
 

We will be holding a 
Drive by/Pick up  

ON 
February 14th 

@ St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

For you to pick up this 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL AND ASH WEDNESDAY ASHES 

Noon-2:30pm 

(Ash Wednesday is February 17th) 

 
ELCA 40 Days of Giving 

 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving —Over the last year, as 
the world has reeled from the effects of a deadly pandemic, we have 
seen the number of hungry people around the world rise, watched as 

food pantries and soup kitchens expanded to serve an ever-growing number of guests, and longed for the 
time when we “will hunger no more, and thirst no more … and God will wipe away every tear from 
[our] eyes” (Revelation 7:16-17). 
 
40 Days of giving starts Feb 17, and ends Mar 28. To donate, write a check to our church and put “40 Days 
of Giving” in the Memo line. 

Foundation— Guardian Angel Relief Fund:  If you, or someone you know may need assistance in this man-
ner, please contact Pastor Clark via email at pastorclark@sttim.org or call 831-375-2042. Information pro-
vided will remain confidential. 

mailto:PastorClark@StTim.org
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PRAYER VENTURES 

February 2021 

1.Pray that the Spirit will guide, inspire and shape the Future Church structure being implemented in the church-
wide organization to renew our sense of purpose and activate the entire church so that more people may know the 
way of Jesus and discover community, justice and love. 
 
2. Black History Month  Give thanks for the gifts, accomplishments, influence and witness of our African-descent 
neighbors who stand together with us as partners in the gospel, doing God’s work in the world. Though unified as 
siblings in Christ, we ask God to guide and help our church in its commitment to socioeconomic equity and racial 
justice and reconciliation. 
 
3. Give thanks for our freedom in Jesus Christ and pray that we might use that freedom to proclaim the glory of 
God and serve our neighbor in obedience to God’s word, will and ways. 

4. Pray for the children, youth and family ministry leaders of our church participating in the ELCA Youth Minis-
try Network Extravaganza, “Holding Loosely.” Pray that they will grow and be strengthened for ministry through 
this time of spiritual renewal, continuing education, networking and mutual support. 

5. Pray for ELCA Global Mission and for our ministry of accompaniment with churches, leaders, institutions and 
companion agencies in Asia and the Pacific region as we work together to grow the church, share the gospel, 
equip leaders, serve the needs of communities, address issues of development and justice, and assist with disaster 
preparedness and relief. 

6. Ask God to help us listen to each other with respect and to address and heal the political and ideological divi-
sions that discourage us from treating one another with love and concern as neighbors and siblings in Christ. 
Pray that the Spirit will unite us and lead us in the work we must do together for the well-being of our communi-
ties, nation and neighbors in need. 

7. Illness, oppression, desperation and spiritual darkness are no match for the healing and redemptive power 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our Savior. Praise God! 

8. Pray for all those who experience food insecurity across our nation and around the world. Ask God to help 
us envision how we can work together to bring relief and hope and to address the root causes of hunger and 
poverty. 
 

9. Give thanks to God for people of all ages, cultures, races, life experiences and perspectives who are new to the 
ELCA. Pray that, as siblings in Christ, we will nurture and equip one another for participating in God’s work in 
the world. 

10.Give thanks and praise to God for God’s abundant love, which “heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their 
wounds.” 

 
11. Pray for our outdoor ministry organizations and their leaders as they continue to discern and plan for adapt-
ing their ministries during the pandemic ― especially as they envision what this summer might bring. 

12. Thank God for our special relationship with The Episcopal Church, a full communion partner with the ELCA 
since 1999. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find strength and new 
resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these uncertain and challenging 
times. 

13. When have you felt proud, boastful or self-congratulatory for your ministry, witness or service to others? 
Ask God to forgive you and to refocus your attention on the good news and blessings of grace given to us 
through Jesus Christ, which we are called to share without bias, hesitation or expectation of recognition or re-
ward. 



14. We are not much different from Peter, James or John, who were unsure what they were witnessing when 
God’s glory shined brightly in Jesus during his transfiguration. Pray for patience and for faith in God’s prom-
ise, that we, too, will someday experience glory and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 

15.Pray for our new U.S. president, vice president and members of Congress, that they will find strength, sup-
port and unity for their difficult work of serving a diverse nation. Ask the Spirit to help us guide, shape and 
embolden our culture and nation so that we practice justice, care for our neighbors in need, strive for truth and 
support our global neighbors. 

16. Pray that when people witness our actions and hear our words, they will see the light of the gospel and the 
love of Jesus Christ in us and will be moved to believe in God’s love, forgiveness and actions in the world today. 

17.Ash Wednesday  Someone tracing the sign of the cross on our forehead with ash speaks to our need for physi-
cal reassurance that God has done something special and mysterious in the world through the life, suffering, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Speak to God about what this smudge of ash ― the cross ― means to you and 
says to people who notice it on your forehead. 

18. Ask the Spirit to teach us humility and to remind us that God made us to care for one another, love one anoth-
er, be generous with what we have and participate in God’s good, reconciling work in the world. 

19. Pray for families, caregivers and friends who cannot be physically present with hospitalized loved ones. 
Pray that we will support and comfort them through their time of separation and worry and reassure them of 
God’s very real presence and love. 

 

20. God knows our complexities, vulnerabilities and shortcomings yet still considers us with the wisdom of a 
fair and merciful judge. With a deep sigh of relief, lift up thanks and praise to God! 

21.Renewed, claimed and sent forth through the word and the waters of baptism, we pray that our life in the Spir-
it will help us resist temptations that draw us away from God and God’s ways and will keep us focused on our 
baptismal journey of faith, learning, service and sharing the good news. 

22. Give thanks for everyone involved in the extensive effort to vaccinate people against COVID- 19 even as we 
work to prevent its spread and treat those who are ill. Pray that the hope and the emotional, spiritual and physical 
stamina of these workers will be sustained for the long haul. 

23. Let our prayers and yearnings echo those of the psalmist who wrote, “Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation.” 

24. Pray that throughout Lent we will reflect on our faith, lives and endeavors with honesty and humility 
while trusting in God’s grace to restore our spirit and to reassure us that we will always be disciples of 
Christ and loved children of God. 

25. Remember in prayer the Deaconess Community of the ELCA. Give thanks and pray for women who re-
spond to God’s call to serve as deaconesses and who use their passions, spiritual gifts and education to serve in 
a wide variety of roles and ministry settings worldwide. 

26. Praise God for being patient and loving toward us and for saving us in our desperation and darkness 

through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

27. Pray for the ELCA Young Adult Ministry’s work with young adults ages 18 to 30 and for leaders who facili-
tate young adult ministry in their communities of faith. Pray that young adults will find places in our communi-
ties of faith where they belong and ministries both at home and abroad where they can grow in faith, discern and 
use their unique gifts and passions, and engage in acts of service, justice and peace in the world. 

28. We cannot fully comprehend God’s ways or what Jesus has accomplished for our sake and salvation. Pray dai-
ly to be alert and receptive to what God is revealing to us and to how the Spirit stirs in us faith, wisdom and under-
standing. 
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Online @ 
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