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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

Making pretzels is a Lenten tradition. Pretzels are 
shaped like arms folded in prayer and can remind 
us to pray to God for our needs and the needs of 
others. Choose some people beyond your 
household to pray for by name this week. Make or 
buy pretzels to give to them as a sign that you are 
praying for them.  

Jesus tells us that following him means taking up 
our cross, that is, saying no to ourselves and 
sometimes suffering for him. This week make a 
cross from wood, card stock, or other materials. 
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Hold the cross during your devotional time this 
week while reading the Daily Bible Readings. Say 
the Prayer for the Week and add your own 
prayers. End the time by saying: Remember that 
you are God’s, and to God you shall return. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
your local contact information and email. 
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Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 
Please sign our guest register in the lobby and fill 
out the Communication Card in the bulletin and 
place in the offering plate in the Narthex. Please 
include your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 

 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 28, 2021  
 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
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658 PRESERVE YOUR WORD, O SAVIOR 
 

1 Preserve Your Word, O Savior, 
    To us this latter day, 
And let Your kingdom flourish; 
    Enlarge Your Church, we pray. 
O keep our faith from failing; 
    Keep hope’s bright star aglow. 
Let nothing from truth turn us 
    While living here below. 

 
2 Preserve, O Lord, Your honor, 

    The bold blasphemer smite; 
Convince, convert, enlighten 
    The souls in error’s night. 
Reveal Your will, dear Savior, 
    To all who dwell below, 
Great light of all the living, 
    That all Your name may know. 

 
3 Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion, 

    Bought dearly with Your blood; 
Protect what You have chosen 
    Against the hellish flood. 
Be always our defender 
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    When dangers gather round; 
When all the earth is crumbling, 
    Safe may Your Church be found. 

 
4 Preserve Your Word and preaching, 

    The truth that makes us whole, 
The mirror of Your glory, 
    The pow’r that saves the soul. 
Oh, may this living water, 
    This dew of heav’nly grace, 
Sustain us while here living 
    Until we see Your face. 

 
5 Preserve in wave and tempest 

    Your storm-tossed little flock; 
Assailed by wind and weather, 
    May it endure each shock. 
Stand at the helm, our pilot, 
    And set the course aright; 
Then we will reach the harbor 
    In Your eternal light. 

 
(please rise) 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 



[7] 
 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
INTROIT                                        Psalm 22:23–31 

P You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
 All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, 
 and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of 
Israel! 
 

C For he has not despised or abhorred 
 the affliction of the afflicted, 
and he has not hidden his face from him, 
 but has heard, when he cried to him. 
 



[8] 
 

P From you comes my praise in the great 
congregation; 
 my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 
 

C The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
 those who seek him shall praise the LORD! 
 May your hearts live forever! 
 

P All the ends of the earth shall remember 
 and turn to the LORD, 
and all the families of the nations 
 shall worship before you. 
 

C For kingship belongs to the LORD, 
 and he rules over the nations. 
 

P All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 
 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
 even the one who could not keep himself alive. 
 

C Posterity shall serve him; 
 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming 
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generation; 
 

P they shall come and proclaim his righteousness 
to a people yet unborn, 
 that he has done it. 

 
KYRIE 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 



[10] 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 
strength. By Your mighty power defend us from 
all adversities that may happen to the body and 
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt 
the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision 
 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the 
LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 
2that I may make my covenant between me and 
you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram 
fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my 
covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of 
a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name 
be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings 
shall come from you. 7And I will establish my 
covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. . . . 

Isaac’s Birth Promised 
 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your 
wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
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her, and she shall become nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                        Romans 5:1–11 
Peace with God Through Faith 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More 
than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die— 8but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were 
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still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, 
we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. 10For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ (LENT) 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and abounding 
in steadfast love. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                Mark 8:27–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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Peter Confesses Jesus As the Christ 
 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I 
am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and 
others say, Elijah; and others, one of the 
prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no 
one about him. 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
 31And he began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 
 34And he called to him the crowd with his 
disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
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cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does 
it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his 
life? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

707 OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY 
WAYS 

 
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

    To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
    To know and do His will! 
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2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

    And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
    But keep my conscience clear. 

 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

    A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, 
    Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 
4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

    ’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
    Offend against my God. 

 
SERMON   . . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 
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(please be seated) 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 
BLESSINGS FLOW 

(please rise) 
 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 

 
763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 

 
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
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2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
Refrain 

 
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
Refrain 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be 

sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 
descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 

TODAY, SUNDAY ~ FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class 

 
MONDAY ~ MARCH 1, 2021 
1:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ MARCH 3, 
2021 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 

 
SUNDAY ~ MARCH 7, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:30 a.m. No Adult Bible Class 
11:45 a.m. Jim Keiper’s Memorial Service 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ March 10, 
2021 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  
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God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $11,801    Worship Service – 51 
Expenses: $9,695   Adult Bible Class – 20 
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
The air conditioning units for the sanctuary 

were installed about 15 years ago.  They have 
required more frequent maintenance and repair in 
the last year.  We have begun raising funds to 
replace these units. The estimated replacement 
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cost is approximately $25,000. We are starting an 
“Air Conditioning Fund” to raise the needed 
money.  Please label your donations as “A/C 
Fund“. 

          

 The Flowers at our altar this morning were 

given to the Glory of God by the 
members of Bethlehem. 
  
 

Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 

Bertha Bos 
Jan and Emy Larson 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Karen Johnson, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Darrell Erdman, Bob Jurs 
Reader: Annette Brocious 

Acolyte: Jase Albert 
 
 

 


