
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

To feel forgotten is a desolate feeling, even if you 
have a promise of a future hope. 

Isaiah 49 walks the exiled people of God through 
how they will be saved—through a Servant. Then it 
points them to what is to come—the redemption of 
Zion. Although the Lord describes their victorious 
future, the exiles still cry out, “Forsaken!” (v. 14).

Waiting is an issue that all of humanity wrestles 
with, but when we run ahead of God, we are saying 
we know better than the Almighty. Forsaking the 
discipline of waiting on a micro scale can get us in 
trouble, but on a macro scale it is a test for our faith.

In Luke, we are introduced to Anna and Simeon, 
two people in a long line of descendants who waited 
for this highly anticipated Servant. Anna waited so 
eagerly that she never left the temple but worshiped 
night and day, fasting and praying, prepared to 
meet the Messiah (Luke 2:36-37). 

In the same way that Anna and Simeon looked to 
the future Messiah with eagerness. The promise is 
clear: Heaven will come to earth; Jesus will reign in 
victory. Until then, we wait in holy anticipation.

How do you find yourself struggling to 
wait in faithfulness and with patience 
for heaven to come to earth?

Day 1

Isaiah  
49:1-26
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The Servant has been nothing but obedient. He 
has spoken what He was asked to speak (50:4-5), 
and because of His words, He was beaten (50:6). 
With Jesus, the Servant, as our example, we will 
also face persecution. 

Right after the fall of humanity, Cain killed his 
brother, Abel (Gen. 4). Later, Joseph was sold 
into slavery by his own brothers (Gen. 37:18-28). 
In another example, the Israelites wanted to 
stone Joshua and Caleb, but God intervened 
(Num. 14:5-10).

Jesus instructs His followers that they are blessed 
when persecuted because of Him (Matt. 5:11).

Suffering and persecution are part of our story, but 
the weight of glory should outweigh our earthly 
woes. Though Jesus asked for His cup of suffering 
on the cross to pass by Him, He still endured it 
because He fully understood what was before Him.

What makes you most excited about 
heaven? How can you keep a heavenly 
viewpoint in the midst of suffering?

Day 2

Isaiah  
50:1–51:23

In this passage, Jerusalem is asked to dress up and 
take a seat in honor (52:1-2), opposite of Babylon 
who was told to go sit in the dust in rags (47:1). 
Similarly, God has a glorious position prepared for 
His people in Christ, but we must first understand 
how enslaved we are to our own sins, from which 
we need to be freed (52:2). People must know they 
are lost before they can know they can be saved. 

When believers live as if they are captive to sin, 
what we are saying to a dying world is that God 
can’t save us from it. 

Like it or not, we have been called to carry a divine 
reputation. We will only be able to do this through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. What a privilege and 
honor it is to be the feet that bring good news, but 
we can only swiftly carry that news if chains have 
been broken.

How is repentance for sin revealed in 
your life, both privately and in public?

Day 3

Isaiah  
52:1–53:3

Day 1

Isaiah  
49:1-26
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The Servant was like a lamb led to the slaughter. 
Jesus begged the Father for the cup to pass Him by 
(Matt. 26:39), but He endured the cross and was 
cut off from the land of the living. Jesus’ story is 
tragic, but it is primarily one of exaltation. 

Some people debate when Jesus’ life went from one 
of humiliation to exaltation. But one could argue 
it was immediately after His crucifixion. Fulfilling 
Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus was assigned a grave with 
the rich (Isa. 53:9). Joseph of Arimathea convinced 
Pilate to let Jesus be buried in his wealthy family’s 
tomb (Matt. 27:57-60).

Humiliation to exaltation started at the tomb and 
burst forth in glory in three days at His resurrection. 
And since then, He has been seated at the right 
hand of the Father in heaven, interceding on our 
behalf (Heb. 7:25). Jesus gave of Himself once and 
for all, and God immediately exalted Him so that 
many could be exalted through Him. 

How does God’s ability to turn 
humiliation into exaltation encourage 
you to live in faithfulness to God’s 
calling and mission?

Day 4

Isaiah  
53:4-12

The Lord does the impossible. He redeems the 
widow and the childless. He builds her gates of 
sparkling jewels and gives her walls of precious 
stones. It’s a real-life Cinderella story. What was 
needed to satisfy the righteous anger of God has 
been done, and there are no more barriers to Him.

In fact, He has set a table before us and has 
extended us the invitation to come join Him at the 
feast. The readers of this message are faced with a 
choice: to stay where they were in unbelief or accept 
the invitation.

Faith always involves letting go of security and 
control to do things God’s way. Remember when 
Peter walked on water? He had to get out of the 
boat. God is calling us from hunger to feast, but in 
answering this call, we are to leave our worldly ways 
of comfort and launch out into the adventures God 
has designed for His people. His ways are higher; 
will you believe and obey?

What is a specific area you feel God 
calling you to step out in faith? Pray 
for God to help your unbelief, and 
then take your next step.

Day 5

Isaiah  
54:1–55:13
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