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 The Order of Service is set forth in this service sheet 

 Please join in saying the parts in bold. 

 

 

Presider  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

 

Presider  The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race,  

class from class, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  The covetous desires of people and nations to possess  

what is not their own, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  The greed which exploits the work of human hands  

and lays waste the earth, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned,  

the homeless, the refugee, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  The lust which dishonours the bodies of men,  

women and children, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 

All  Father forgive 

 

Presider  Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ forgave you. 
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Presider  Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given us 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

At the Invitatory 

 

A SONG OF PENITENCE: Kyrie Pantokrator Song of Manasseh 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15 

  

Presider  O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, * 

   God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

   and of all their righteous offspring: 

People  You made the heavens and the earth, * 

   with all their vast array. 

Presider  All things quake with fear at your presence; * 

   they tremble because of your power. 

People  But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; * 

   it surpasses all that our minds can fathom. 

Presider  O Lord, you are full of compassion, * 

   long-suffering, and abounding in mercy. 

People  You hold back your hand; * 

   you do not punish as we deserve. 

Presider  In your great goodness, Lord, 

you have promised forgiveness to sinners, * 

   that they may repent of their sin and be saved. 

People  And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, * 

   and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness. 

Presider  I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, * 

   and I know my wickedness only too well. 

People  Therefore I make this prayer to you: * 

   Forgive me, Lord, forgive me. 

Presider  Do not let me perish in my sin, * 

   nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 

People  For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, * 

   and in me you will show forth your goodness. 
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Presider  Unworthy as I am, you will save me, 

in accordance with your great mercy, * 

   and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life. 

People  For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, * 

   and yours is the glory to ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   Romans 4:13-25 

 Reader: Diane Ayer 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 

the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on 

faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 

not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for 

he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) 

—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 

existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become the “father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 

descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 

already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was 

able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 

alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for 

our justification. 

 

Reader  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 22: 21-30 

 Leader: Diane Ayer             

 I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 

  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 

  stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 

  all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; * 

  but when they cry to him he hears them. 
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My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

  I will perform my vows in the presence of those who 

worship him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 

“May your heart live for ever!” 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 

the LORD, * 

  and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 

  he rules over the nations. 

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down 

in worship; * 

  all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

  they shall be known as the LORD’S for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

  the saving deeds that he has done. 

 

THE SECOND READING Mark 8: 31-38 

 Reader: Diane Ayer  

Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd 

with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 

save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, 

what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 

in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when 

he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

Reader  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SERMON  The Dean 
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THE APOSTLES CREED  

 

Presider  I believe in God, 

People  the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

 

Presider  We pray to the Lord for courage to give up other things 

and to give ourselves to him this Lent. 

 

Give your Church the courage 

to give up her preoccupation with herself 

and to give more time to your mission in the world. 

 

May the blood and water flowing from the side of Jesus 

bring forgiveness to your people 

and help us to face the cost of proclaiming salvation. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

People  give us strength and hear our prayer. 
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Presider  Give your world the courage 

to give up war, bitterness and hatred, 

and to seek peace. 

 

May the shoulders of the risen Jesus, 

once scourged by soldiers, 

bear the burden of political and military conflict in our world. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

People  give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Presider  Give us the courage to give up quarrels, strife and jealousy 

in our families, neighbourhoods and communities. 

 

May the presence of the risen Jesus, 

his body once broken and now made whole, 

bring peace and direction as we live with one another. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

People  give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Presider  Give us the courage 

to give up our selfishness as we live for others, 

and to give time, care and comfort to the sick. 

 

May the wounded hands of Jesus bring his healing touch, 

and the light of his presence fill their rooms. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

People  give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Presider  Give us the courage to give up our fear of death 

and to rejoice with those who have died in faith. 

 

May the feet of the risen Lord Jesus, once nailed to the cross, 

walk alongside the dying and bereaved in their agony, 

and walk with us and all your Church 

through death to the gate of glory. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

People  give us strength and hear our prayer, 

 

Silence 
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Presider  God of Sarah and Abraham,  

long ago you embraced your people in covenant  

and promised them your blessing.  

Strengthen us in faith,  

so that, with your followers in every age,  

we may proclaim our deliverance in Jesus Christ  

to generations yet unborn. 

People  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Presider  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

  And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  

  the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

THE SOLEMN BLESSING 

 

Presider  Christ give you grace to grow in holiness to deny yourselves,  

take up your cross, and follow him;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

People  Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Presider  Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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