
Morning Worship for the
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God is not bound by the rules of etiquette, decorum, or nationalism.
God is not even bound by the rules of cleanliness, holiness, or sanctity.

God is not bound by the rules of religion, ethics, or gender.
God is not bound by the rules of class, race, or ability.

The only rule that God is bound by, is the rule of love, for God is love.
-Br. James Koester, SSJE

The Anglican Parish of
Christ Church Elbow Park, Calgary

Welcome & Acclamation
One Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

¶ The priest offers welcome, then prays:

One Almighty God,  - New Zealand

All your Son Jesus Christ fasted for forty days in the wilderness;  
give us grace to direct our lives in obedience to your Spirit;  
and as you know our weakness so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

 
Kyrie

Choir Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison,

Kyrie eleison. 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy.

- John Bell, Russian Orthodox, © 1990, Iona/GIA Publications, Inc
Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169

Collect Prayer
One The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

¶ Silence.

One Holy One, creator of the stars and seas,
your steadfast love is shown to every living thing:
your word calls forth countless worlds and souls;
your law revives and refreshes.
Forgive our misuse of your gifts, 
that we may be transformed by your wisdom
to manifest for others the mercy of our crucified and risen Lord. 

All Amen. 

Hymn Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies Tune - Ratisbon

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;  Daystar, in my heart appear.
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Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return 'til thy mercy's beams I see;
'til they inward light impart,glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit, then, this soul of mine;  pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine;  scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.

Text - Charles Wesley (1708-1788)  Public Domain
Music - Geystliche Gesangk Buchleyn (1524), adpated by Havergal Public Domain

Scripture

1st Reading Exodus 20:1-17
One Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who
reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the
Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour
and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day
and consecrated it.
Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
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You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbour.

One The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19 - Thomas Pavlechko, SJMP

Cantor The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,
Their sound has gone out into all lands, 
and their message to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect and re-vives the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

Choir The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes.

Cantor The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; 
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous al-together. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
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By them also is your servant enlightened, 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can tell how often he offends?  Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get do-min-ion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight,  O Lord my strength and my redeemer.

Choir The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes.
© St. James Music Press, Used by Permission

2nd Reading I Corinthians 1:18-35

One For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.’  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

One The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 2:13-22 - Haas, Mass of Light

One The Lord be with you!
All And also with you!
One The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to...
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

One The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
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temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all
of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out
the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told those
who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my
Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was
written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him,
‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it
up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

One The Gospel of Christ!
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Acclamation © 1988, GIA Publications, Inc

Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169

Homily The Rev’d David Pickett

Anthem If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandments - Wm. Byrd

If ye love Me, keep My commandments.
And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, 
Amen

Text - John 14:15
Music - Public Domain

Response of Faith  The Great Commandment

One Christ, when asked which commandment was the greatest,
answered with the mandate to love.  Together, let us say, 

All Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first and the great commandment.
The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these.
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Prayers of the People - as announced

General Confession and Absolution
One Come, Holy Spirit of God, - Common Worship, UK

All and search our hearts with the light of Christ.

¶ Silence is held as we consider our need, and the needs of others.

One Lord our God,
All in our sin we have avoided your call.

When our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early,
the light of your love continues to shine upon us.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.

¶ Silence is held as we remember that those who are forgiven must also forgive.

One May the God of love and power forgive you 
and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by the Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Peace
One The peace and the joy of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

Prayer Over the Gifts
One Through the generosity of your church, loving Creator,

shape us and transform us by your grace, 
that we may grow in wisdom and in confidence,
never faltering until we are shaped into the community you desire
and in our actions, bring your realm of shalom to fulfillment. 

All Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen.

A Prayer For Courage and Peace - C of E

All Stir up your power, O God, and come among us.
Heal our wounds.  
Calm our fears.
And give us peace;  through Jesus our redeemer. Amen.

A Parish Prayer for Christ Church
One Gracious God, source of all life and love,
All in your gift of the cross of Jesus Christ 

you call humanity to reconciliation, wholeness and abundant life.  
Draw us together in your purposes 
that we may make your love known in all we say and do.
Give us your courage and generosity, 
that through the mission, worship and fellowship of Christ Church, 
we may reflect your faithfulness, your grace, forgiveness, and mercy,
your wisdom and justice, your generosity and service.
Form us completely, that we may welcome all to your community of
healing, compassion and hope. Amen.

Announcements

Blessing
One May Christ, 

who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future,
fill you with his new life;
and the blessing …
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Hymn O God of Font and Altar Tune - King’s Lynn

O God of font and altar, of music, grandeur, light;
toward whom the soaring arches aspire beyond their height:
as beauty draws us to you within this house of prayer,
let worship form and feed us to help us show your care.

O life-bestowing Spirit, inspire this hallowed space;
breathe through us with new fervor and fill us with your grace.
Arouse our lagging spirits, enflame our hearts with joy:
here let a love be kindled that death cannot destroy.

O Christ, who cleansed the temple, baptize us with your zeal,
and teach us your compassion to love, forgive, and heal.
Be in our midst to claim us and mark us as your own,
then send us forth in witness to make your mercy known.

Text - Carl Daw © 1990, Hope Publishing
Used by permission under OneLicense A-720169

Dismissal
One Let us depart in peace. 
All In the name of the Lord. 

Postlude Chorale Variations on Jesu meine Freude - J. Walther

†  †  †

Rule
The Rule of St. Benedict is full of exercises and prescriptions for the monk.

But in Benedict’s mind the spiritual life is not a collection of spiritual calisthenics.
Rather, the spiritual life is a way of being attentive in the world

 that is open to God and open to others.
-Br. Curtis Almquist, SSJE
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Rule of Life
We need to live our life on this earth

in a way that is on good speaking terms with life to come.
In the monastic tradition, this is why we live under a ‘rule of life’:

a set of life principles that inform 
how to deport ourselves with integrity, in this life and for the next. 
If you don’t have a personal ‘rule of life’, try using an index card. 

Make a few bullet points that are your grounding 
and guiding principles as you navigate life.

Live with them, test them out. You can always edit and adapt.
-Br. Curtis Almquist, SSJE

Commandments
We all live by a set of commandments.

This is our true ‘spirituality’
and is known by our choices, words and actions.

The good news is, if our strict commandments are are not of God,
Jesus has set us free from them

and welcomed us to a common life in his body,
that is perfectly real and perfectly free.

- David
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You are welcome in the worship, fellowship and mission of Christ Church.
In response to God’s gift of life, of welcome, and of redemption in our namesake, Jesus Christ,

we are a Eucharistic people, seeking to live out our baptismal vows in our lives. 
We give and work to build the Body of Christ in our community 

in faith in God our Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit,
and to serve in the world, following our Lord’s command to Love God and to love one another.

As we seek to live out our baptismal vows and reflect Christ to the world, this is our prayer:

Gracious God, source of all life and love, 
in your gift of the cross of Jesus Christ

you call humanity to reconciliation, wholeness and abundant life.
Draw us together in your purposes 

that we may make your love known in all we say and do.
Give us your courage and generosity, 

that through the mission, worship and fellowship of Christ Church,  
we may reflect your faithfulness, your grace, forgiveness, and mercy, 

your wisdom and justice, your generosity and service.
Form us completely, that we may welcome all 

to your community of healing, compassion and hope.
Amen.
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