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The Perfect Older Brother      Pastor Tom 
February 28, 2021 - Hebrews 2:10-18  
 

How many people here have at least one sibling – a brother or sister?  

Hands up!  Is anyone an only child?  I have an older sibling so I am part of the 

people with siblings crowd.  

Now you’ve probably heard about how birth order can affect the 

character traits of siblings. So first you have the oldest sibling or oldest child.  

According to an article on parents.com.  It states “Birth order explains a small 

part of who we are, but personality changes definitely exist between 

siblings,” says someone named Frank Sulloway, author of Born to Rebel.1  The 

article goes on to say that the roles siblings adopt lead to differences in 

behavior.  And parents tend to reinforce these roles, whether they realize it 

or not.   

First comes the oldest child.  How many oldest kids do we have here?  

Author Kevin Lehman writes “Since firstborns follow their parent’s lead, they 

like taking charge and may have oodles of confidence.” They don’t have older 

siblings to tease them when they learn to tie their shoes or ride a bike.  Adults 

take them seriously which can tend to boost their confidence.  Their parents 

                                                           
1 https://www.parents.com/baby/development/sibling-issues/how-birth-order-shapes-
personality/  Accessed 02 25 21 

often gush over their oldest child’s firsts.  This motivates them to achieve.  

Parents tend to view firstborns as role models for younger siblings which can 

put a lot of pressure on them.  They are given extra responsibilities which 

tends to make them comfortable with taking responsibility.    

Next comes the middle child.  Any middle children?  They are often 

completely different than older siblings.  Leman says that “Once a role is filled 

by the firstborn, the second born will seek out a role that’s completely the 

opposite.  They may be the hardest to label because their personalities 

emerge in response to how they perceive the oldest.  If the oldest is a people 

pleaser, the middle child might rebel to get attention.  In the eyes of the 

middle child, oldest siblings reap all the privileges and the youngest get away 

with everything.  So they learn to negotiate to get what they want.  They can 

be agreeable, diplomatic and compromising.  They have realistic 

expectations. They are least likely to be spoiled and tend to be most 

independent.  But they also may struggle because of they seldom have the 

full attention of their parents.  First borns have all their parents’ attention for 

a while of their parent later. The middle child has to share parental attention.   

https://www.parents.com/baby/development/sibling-issues/how-birth-order-shapes-personality/
https://www.parents.com/baby/development/sibling-issues/how-birth-order-shapes-personality/
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Then comes the youngest child. Any youngest children here? – that 

would be me.  Parents tend to let things slide a bit once the last child comes 

along.  The parents aren’t nervous first time parents anymore.  So they may 

get away with more than their siblings.  They shoulder less responsibility so 

they tend to be more carefree, easy-going, fun-loving and affectionate.  Yet 

life is not a breeze for youngest borns.  They view their older siblings as 

bigger, faster and smarter.  They may attempt to differentiate themselves by 

being more rebellious.  They may have an “I’ll show them” mentality. Yet if 

older siblings baby the baby, they might be spoiled and manipulative.  They 

may also feel they are not taken seriously and their firsts may not be 

celebrated nearly as much as their older siblings.   

Now these are all general observations.  You might be thinking of 

your family or your birth position and notice the differences from these 

generalities.  Or your siblings might have been quite different than the 

expected roles based on birth order.  If you’re an only child, you do not have 

the experience of siblings.  But hopefully we all recognize that nobody’s 

perfect.  Including us, our siblings if we had them and our parents or those 

who raised us.   

Yet today, I want to invite you to use your imagination.  Imagine 

having a perfect older sibling.  Imagine they are compassionate; strong; 

helpful; sacrificial. They never treat you like an annoyance; never 

manipulate you or take advantage of you.  In fact, you trust them so deeply 

that you would even put your life in their hands.  Well, if you are a Christian, 

you can stop imagining.  You already have such a sibling.  He is the Son we’ve 

met in the first verses of Hebrews.  The Son became our flesh and blood big 

brother on whom we can always depend.   

 Talk about the Son has dominated the first 23 verse of this letter.  We 

learned that God speaks to us today through Him.  He is heir of all things.  

Through Him God created the world.  He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of His nature.   He upholds the universe by a word of 

his power.  He made purification for sins. He sits at the right hand of God – 

supreme Lord over the universe.  God has put everything in subjection under 

His feet.  And He is our flesh and blood big brother.   

 The author of Hebrews brings this to us in the next portion of his 

letter.  Today we’re going to seek answers to 2 questions.  First, Why did the 

Son become flesh and blood?  Second, How does this help us now?  By the 

end of our time together, I hope you will know your big brother better and 

put more of your trust in Him.   
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Hebrews 2:10-18 (ESV)  
 
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who 
are sanctified all have one source.[a] That is why he is not ashamed to call 
them brothers, 12 saying, 
“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13 And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring 
of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For 
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted. 
 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
New Living Translation 
10 God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring 
many children into glory. And it was only right that he should make Jesus, 
through his suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring them into their salvation. 
11 So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is 
why Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.[a] 12 For he 
said to God, 
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. 
    I will praise you among your assembled people.”[b] 
13 He also said, 
“I will put my trust in him,” 
    that is, “I and the children God has given me.”[c] 
14 Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the 
Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, 

and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had[d] the 
power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their 
lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 
16 We also know that the Son did not come to help angels; he came to help 
the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to be 
made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters,[e] so that he could be 
our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a 
sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. 18 Since he himself has 
gone through suffering and testing, he is able to help us when we are being 
tested. 
 
Why did the Son become flesh and blood?   

To become our loving, compassionate, powerful, sacrificial big 

brother. (2:10-14a) Notice the numerous family references in verses 10-14.  

We see “sons” in verse 10.  Brothers in verses 11 and 12 and children in verses 

13 and 14.  The Sons’ coming in flesh and blood resulted in the possibility of 

us becoming family with Him.   

Verse 10 begins – “For it was fitting.”  We might not think twice about 

the Son coming as flesh and blood to suffer and die for us.  We have heard 

this so often that we just assume it.  Yet to the Jews, a suffering Messiah was 

out of the question.  The theme of the crucified Lord scandalized the 1st 

century world.  The recipients of this letter where Jewish Christians who 

wondered about giving up the faith.  So the author puts “it was fitting” first 

in this verse to emphasize it.  A suffering Messiah was not scandalous but 

appropriate. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29972a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29949a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29950b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29951c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29952d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+2%3A10-18&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29955e
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What was fitting?  That God, would send His Son to suffer and bring 

salvation.  But notice also that phrase sons of glory in verse 10?  What do we 

make of that?   Does this confirm that God is sexist and only males will 

somehow receive glory in the coming kingdom?   

 No.  It means that God will bring many sons and daughters to glory.  

Not only would the son be crowned with glory but he will share his glory with 

those he saves – both sons and daughters.  Some Bible translations 

emphasize this by changing “sons” to children.  But though gaining something 

for the modern reader, this translation loses a sense of the ancient text.  At 

that time, the term “sons” also meant inheritors.  So son means all God’s 

people, male and female who inherit the glory He gives.  God will bring many 

children to glory and a great inheritance.   

Then the writer calls the Son “the founder of salvation”.  The New 

Living translates “a perfect leader, fit to bring them salvation.  Founder also 

means author, trailblazer or pioneer.  It emphasizes the son’s role as the one 

who goes before and opens the way.  If Jesus had not blazed the way, there 

would be no salvation.  The pioneer provided the basis on which salvation 

could be offered to others.   

Finally, we get to the main point at the end of the verse – make perfect 

through suffering.  Now this does not mean the Son was imperfect and had 

to be made perfect.  Perfect here means “to bring to completion” or 

“complete.”  So as a human being, the Son needed to live his life and obey 

the Father add that experience to this life.    Before coming  to earth the Son 

had not yet completed living as a human in obedience to His Father.  Through 

the Sons’ flawless obedience, suffering and death, God enabled Him to 

completely fulfil the requirements.  By the time Jesus went to the cross He 

has lived a lifetime of obedience as a human to His heavenly Father.  So he 

completed all the requirements God made Him complete through the 

suffering cross.   

 Then the author emphasizes the family benefit of the Son’s coming.  

So in verse 11 he begins to associate the Son with us.  “He who sanctifies and 

those who are sanctified have one source.  “He” is the Son.  We are those 

who are sanctified.  The source is the Father.  So the Father gives the Son the 

power to sanctify or make us holy.  The Fathers makes us holy through the 

Son’s work.  So we are related to the Son through this same source.  Thus, 

the Son is not ashamed to call us brothers or sisters – end of verse 11.   

In verse 12, the author quotes Psalm 22:22.  There he again calls us 

brothers.  “I will tell of your name to my borthers.” Speaking of God, he will 

tell his name to us brothers.  If you’ve read the Psalms, you might remember 

that Psalm 22 begins with some very famous words – “My God, my God, why 
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have you forsaken me?”  Jesus quoted them when He cried out on the cross.  

Early Christians saw Psalm 22 as a prophecy about the Messiah’s suffering.  

Yet later in the Psalm, the suffering Messiah rejoices in God’s provision.   

That’s where this quote comes from. The suffering Messiah tell God’s name 

to us, His brothers and sisters.   

Then in verse 13 the Son says “Behold, I and the children God has given 

me.”  This is a quote from Isaiah 8 when the prophet presents his children 

before the king.  Yet here it is like the Son identifies the children as his siblings.   

All this leads up to the declaration in verse 14.  “Since therefore, the 

children share in flesh and blood, he himself (the Son) partook of the same 

things.”  Now I take the same things to be “flesh and blood.”  Just as the 

children are human, the Son became human.   Somehow, the divine nature 

and the human nature came together.  Trying to figure this out led the early 

church to call a council of all of Christianity at a place called Chalcedon.   

They said Jesus was one person with two distinct natures – at the same 

time fully God and fully human.  His deity or goodness was not changed by 

his humanity.  He was not made less God by becoming human added 

complete humanity to his deity.  The council affirmed: That Jesus suffered 

and partook of flesh and blood, becoming like his brothers and sisters.  Jesus 

really become human.  He drank deeply of the human experience.  He 

became our flesh and blood brother.   

How does this help us today?  We have a loving, compassionate, 

powerful and sacrificial big brother we can turn to for help in our life 

struggles.  In fact, He is the most powerful big brother in the universe.  We 

have a big brother who helps us understand our Father.  He helps me see my 

Father’s goodness and purposes and mercies.   

Our big brother does not speak from some theoretical, book knowledge 

position.  He actually lived on earth and experienced life like we did.  He had 

to struggle through the emotions, moods and challenges of life.  He had to 

work at communication with His Father – our Father.  He endured the 

challenges and scorns of life.  He experienced mistreatment, 

misunderstanding and false accusations.  So he can help us from experience 

rejection as we go through these things. He invites us to come and learn from 

Him.  He is our big brother.  Yet that is not the only piece of good news in this 

passage.   

More good news comes from the second reason the Son became flesh 

and blood.  Why did the Son become flesh and blood?  To deliver us from 

our great enemies – the devil and death.  (2:14b-15). We see the first enemy 

in verse 14.  “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
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likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the 

one who has the power of death, that is the devil.”   

To understand the force of this verse, we need to understand a couple of 

items.  First is the term “destroy.”   When I think destroy, I think of total 

destruction with nothing left.  He wreaks havoc in the world and in our lives. 

Here destroy means “make inoperative or ineffective, to declaw.”  It’s kind of 

a like a defeated politician.  After an election loss, they continue to live and 

go about their lives.  But they no longer have the power to accomplish what 

they want to accomplish.  Their election defeat has rendered them 

inoperative or ineffective.   

The other item needing clarification is the phrase “the one who has the 

power of death.”  In what sense does the devil have the power of death?  Well 

Satan does not have absolute power over death.  That would be God who 

rules sovereignly over it all.  However Jesus said, “Satan was a murderer from 

the beginning.  He uses his power to harm people and to work in the realm 

of death.   

Yet when the Son came in flesh and blood, His death destroyed the devil’s 

power in some significant way.  Jesus’ sinless life and sacrificial death 

shockingly overthrew the devil’s work.  He thought he had won when Christ 

breathed His last.  Instead, Christ’s death defeated Satan.  Though he remains 

active, his doom is sure.  As Martin Luther wrote in the hymn a Mighty 

Fortress.   

How does this help us today?  We can now resist the devil so he will flee 

from us with our big brother’s help.  The devil opposes us.  The devil opposed 

Him.   Yet our big brother resisted the devil. Our big brother died to destroy 

the one who has the power of death.  So though the devil can still hurt us - 

our big brother has struck him with a deadly strike.  Through our big brother’s 

life, we can resist the devil.  James 4:7 states, “Submit yourselves therefore 

to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  One day, he will 

permanently destroy the devil and remove him from our presence.   

But the Son coming in flesh and blood not only destroyed the one who 

has the power of death. Verse 15 – “He delivered all those who through fear 

of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”  Everyone living is in a sense a slave 

to the fear of death.  We don’t talk about death until we have to at funerals.  

We don’t like to think about our own death.  This is understandable.  Death 

brings with it so many fearful things.  George Guthrie quotes an author who 

pinpointed some of the fears that arise in us as death approaches.  

We fear the loss of mastery and control.  For decades, we live as if we are 

the masters of our own life and control what happens to them.  Yet death 

approaches and we lose this.  We fear incompleteness and failure.  Once you 



 7 

die, you cannot finish anything.  Nor can you address any failures.  We fear 

separation from our loved ones.  We fear the realm of unfamiliarity.  No one 

living is familiar with what it’s like to die.  Certainly these are serious fears.   

However, with the Son’s death, those, who all their lives lived in slavery to 

the fear of death, now experience liberation.  So this helps us today.  We can 

live with less fear of death because of the hope Christ gives.  

Our fear of death need no longer paralyze and enslave us.  Each of the 

fears just mentioned get addressed when we trust the one who died to defeat 

death.  Yes we fear the loss of mastery and control over our lives.  But as 

believers, we have already surrendered the mastery of our lives to Christ, 

realizing that control of our destiny was an illusion. 

Yes we may fear incompleteness and failure.  Yet we have the hope of life 

eternal when we will be made complete and live without regret.  Yes we fear 

separation from loved ones on earth.  But we also look forward to 

relationships with those who have gone before.  Yes, we fear the 

unfamiliarity.  But we can entrust ourselves to our big brother who has gone 

before us through death and into resurrection life.  It is amazing to talk with 

people who statistically are much closer to death by their age than me.  Who 

have this faith.  I have talked to some in our church.  Seniors that are at peace 

even with Covid19.  They exhibit this quiet confidence because of Christ. 

So the Son became flesh and blood to become our loving, 

compassionate and sacrificial big brother.  His coming in the flesh also 

destroyed the devil and delivered us from the fear of death.  There is one 

more reason for the Son’s coming in the flesh found in this passage.  We will 

not spend much time on it today because the writer will spend much more 

time on it in the chapters ahead.  But I just want to give you the reason to 

wrap up our time today.  

Why did the Son come in flesh and blood?  To help us as great and 

merciful high priest.  (2:16-18).  Verse 16 – For surely it is not angels that he 

helps but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  Then in verse 17 we find this 

reason. “Therefore, he had to be made like his brothers (see that family 

relationship again?) – in every respect so that he might become a merciful 

and faithful high priest in the service of God.  What did the Son do as our high 

priest?  He offered himself as a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people.  So here is central core gospel.  The Son, our great human/divine high 

priest, offered himself as a sacrifice in our place for our sins.  That is an infinite 

work of help on our behalf.  But the help continues in verse 18 which says 

“For because he himself suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 

are being tempted.”  We will get into this much more as the letter progresses, 

but for today, remember our big brother experienced temptation.  He has 



 8 

faced far greater temptations than we will ever face.  How does this help us 

today?  We are reconciled with God because the Son offered Himself as a 

sacrifice to for our sins.  We have the Son to help us when we are tempted 

because He was tempted.   

So we see these three reasons why the Son became flesh and blood.  

He became our flesh and blood big brother.  He defeated our great enemies, 

the devil and death.  He became a faithful and merciful high priest who helps 

us.  This helps us today as we turn to our big brother with whatever troubles 

we face in life.  He also empower us to resist the devil so he will flee from us.  

He releases us from the slavery to the fear of death.  He gave Himself as a 

sacrifice for our sins.  He helps us when we are tempted for He himself was 

tempted.   

One commentator summarizes Christ’s coming like this.  “Christ became 

Son of Man that we might become sons of God.  He came to earth that we 

might go to heaven.  He bore our sins that we might partake of His 

righteousness.  He took our nature in order that we might have His nature.  

Christ became human in order to restore to humans all that he had lost 

through Adam’s fall.” (Irving Jensen)   

Regardless of our experience or lack of experience with our siblings, we 

have the ultimate big brother in the Lord Jesus.  So I invite you to come today 

to your Big Brother to receive from Him His help, care and love for whatever 

we face in life today.    

 


