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Lesson 7: Revelation Chapter 3 verses 14-22 

1. Jesus addresses Laodicea (3:14-22) 

a. Context: 

i. Known as “The Lukewarm Church” and literally means “human rights.” 

ii. Was originally a Greek city named Diospolis which meant “City of Zeus.” 

iii. “Philadelphia and Laodicea were situated on the only two routes into 

Phrygia (the eastern province) from the west. This confluence of major 

trade routes made Laodicea critical for trade and communications in the 

province. The city itself lay on a southern plateau about a half-mile square 

and a few hundred feet above the plain in the fertile Lycus Valley. It sat 

between two streams...” (Osborne, 2002) 

iv. Strabo (12.8.20) says that this town was well known for its banks; it was 

also known as the wealthiest city in Phrygia.  

a. Strabo was a Greek geographer, philosopher, and historian who 

lived in Asia Minor. 

v. “The most striking indication of the city’s wealth is that following the 

devastating earthquake of AD 60 the city was rebuilt without financial aid 

from Rome. Tacitus wrote, “Laodicea arose from the ruins by the strength 

of her own resources, and with no help from us” (Ann. xiv.27).” (Mounce, 

1997) 

a. Tacitus was a Roman historian and politician.  

vi. The city was also well known for its medical school that was connected to 

the temple of Men Carou (“god of the valley,” the god of healing).  

vii. Laodicea was known for two medicinal ointments: one from spice nard for 

the ears, the other an eye-salve made from Phrygian powder and oil.  

viii. The major problem at Laodicea was water supply; it had to be ported in 

from nearby streams.  
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ix. W.A. Liebenberg tells us “This Assembly followed a “prosperity gospel” that 

focused on their worldly wealth – like the modern-day “name it, frame it, 

and claim it” gospel. They believed that their success was evidence that 

they were pleasing YHWH and they were almost perfect. “ (Liebenberg, 

2017) 

x. “It is likely that the three sister churches (Laodicea, Hierapolis, Colosse) 

were established at the same time by Epaphras, who founded the Colossian 

church (Col. 1:7) as well as evangelized Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col. 4:13) 

during Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19). Paul had not visited 

these churches at the time of his first imprisonment (Col. 2:1), though he 

may have done so subsequently (Philem. 22). Many believe that the “epistle 

to Laodicea” (Col. 4:16) may have been Ephesians, which we know to have 

been a circular letter.” (Osborne, 2002).   

xi. Timeline view:  

a. W.A. Liebenberg writes: “This Assembly is the general present day 

Assembly and is more concerned about human rights than what 

YHWH’s Word says. Criminals, Sodomizers and infant killers 

(abortions) have more rights than the righteous person today.” 

(Liebenberg, 2017) 

b. Pastor Dan Goodwin writes: “The Church in Laodicea covers 1901 till 

the rapture. This age is by far the worst of them all... just look at 

Revelation 3: 14-20 and see if it is not describing our churches 

today. There has not been much revival to speak of since 1901. Our 

churches are cold, our people are pleasure seekers, proud, 

unfaithful, covetous, and of very little conviction. Our churches are 

rocked by sin and immorality, people are easily offended, preachers 

are either running off with the secretary or refusing to preach 

against sin…” (Goodwin) 

b. Revelation 3:14-22 (NKJV) “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the 

creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish 
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you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 

will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, 

and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, 

blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you 

may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may 

see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 

will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will 

grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on 

His throne. 

22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” 

c. (v14) “the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness” 

i. The Fire Bible commentary: “Amen” is a Hebrew word meaning “surely” or 

“truly.” Throughout the Bible, the word is used to affirm important sayings, 

to draw attention to God’s authority and to close blessings and prayers. In 2 

Co. 1:20, Paul uses the word to emphasize that the promises of God are a 

resounding “Yes!” in Christ. To the church in Laodicea, Jesus calls himself 

“the Amen, the faithful and true witness.” This is a reflection of Isa 65:15, 

“the God of truth [Heb amen]”–who is perfectly trustworthy, faithful and 

able to guarantee his Word. Jesus as “the Amen” guarantees the truth of 

God’s promises–promises that are still available to us today.” (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

ii. Isaiah 65:15-16 (NKJV) You shall leave your name as a curse to My chosen; 

For the Lord God will slay you, And call His servants by another name;  

16 So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless himself in the God 

of truth; And he who swears in the earth Shall swear by the God of truth; 

Because the former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden 

from My eyes. 

iii. “Fekkes (1994: 139) draws three conclusions from the Isaianic background: 

(1) this is another example of an OT divine title transferred to Jesus;  
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(2) as linked to “faithful and true witness,” this emphasizes “the 

authenticity of Christ’s character and testimony”;  

(3) this could be another authenticity formula building on Jesus’ own use of 

AMEN to introduce his solemn declarations.  

In short, Jesus alone can be trusted to keep his word, unlike the Laodiceans. 

(Osborne, 2002) (Fekkes, 1994) 

iv. From the Revival Bible Commentary: “The One with eyes of flame saw 

through all the show of the Laodiceans. He sees through all our 

showmanship also. Joel says we are to sound an alarm in all God’s holy 

mountain (Joel 2:1). Now is the time to do it. Christ was nauseated and 

disgusted with a church that bore His name but not His nature. The church, 

which flattered itself because of its commercial and political prowess, was 

rejected in His sight. On the law of averages, God’s house is neither a house 

of prayer nor a house of power. As with Laodicea, so with us; He stands 

outside. (Leonard Ravenhill (1907–1994))” (Pratney & Winslow, 2010) 

d. (v14) “the Beginning of the creation of God 

i. According to Colossians 4:16, Paul’s epistle to the church in Colosse was to 

be read in Laodicea as well.  

ii. In Colossians 1 and 2 the preexistence and preeminence of Christ is 

expounded in some of the most glorious writing of the New Testament: 

iii. Colossians 1:15-18 (NKJV) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven 

and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is 

the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.   

iv. W.A. Liebenberg tells us: “He also the Beginning of Creation (John 1:1-3) 

and the True Witness (John 8:14).” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

a. John 1:1-3 (NKJV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
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God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 

was made that was made. 

b. John 8:14 (NKJV) Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear 

witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from 

and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and 

where I am going.  

e. (V15-16) “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you 

were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 

will vomit you out of My mouth. “ 

i. “The weakness of the city, however, was its lack of good water supply 

(Strabo 13.4.14). Six miles away Hieropolis had its hot medicinal springs, 

and there was also pure water in Colossae. Just across from Laodicea the 

hot springs went over limestone cliffs and became lukewarm and brackish. 

Anyone drinking it would spit it out.” (Witherington, 2003) 

a. Brackish means: Somewhat salty, not appealing to the taste or 

repulsive. (Merriam-Webster, n.d.) 

ii. “The contrast is between the hot medicinal waters of Hierapolis and the 

cold, pure waters from Colossae. Thus the church in Laodicea ‘was 

providing neither refreshment for the spiritually weary, nor healing for the 

spiritually sick. It was totally ineffective, thus distasteful to the Lord.’” 

(Mounce, 1997) 

iii. W.A. Liebenberg elaborates on the word translated as “vomit”: “ The Greek 

word is “emeo”, from which we get the word emetic. An emetic is given to 

one who swallowed poison in the mouth in order to make him regurgitate. 

“ (Liebenberg, 2017) 

iv. The idea here is probably that this assembly had become completely self-

sufficient and therefore sickeningly and totally useless to Christ. “The 

exalted Christ is challenging them with a powerful rhetorical question, 

“Don’t you realize that you make me sick?” (Osborne, 2002) 

v. W.A. Liebenberg also states: “This is the harshest sentence passed on any of 

the seven Assemblies, a total rejection by YHWH.” (Liebenberg, 2017) 
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vi. Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

vii. W.A. Liebenberg defines three groups of believers: “There are three groups 

of Believers. Great in the Kingdom, Small in the Kingdom, and those who 

think they are going to the Kingdom but will end up in Sheol.” (Liebenberg, 

2017) 

a. Great believers understand and teach others the whole Word of 

God. 

b. Small believers are sincere but who does not know the fullness of 

scripture.  

c. Lukewarm believers know scripture, but actions and beliefs are 

against truths found in God’s Word. 

viii. The Fire Bible: “NEITHER COLD NOR HOT … LUKE-WARM. This describes the 

spiritual condition of the church in Laodicea. The city of Laodicea was a 

wealthy center of business and trade. The atmosphere of prosperity had led 

to spiritual laziness and unconcern in the church. They were no longer “hot” 

enough spiritually to recognize or respond to the Holy Spirit’s guidance; and 

they were not quite “cold” enough to realize their need to repent and 

return to dependence on God. (1) A lukewarm church is one that is 

apathetic and negligent about personal devotion to Christ. It is a church 

that is half-hearted and lazy in its service to God. Such a church 

compromises with worldly standards and behaviors and soon resembles its 

surrounding society more than it does God’s kingdom…” (Fire Bible: A Study 

Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

ix. The Interpreter’s Bible: “ For John there was no middle ground between 

absolute faithfulness to Christ and participation in the rites of the emperor 

cult. The issue was as clear-cut as it was critical; there could be no 
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compromise, no concessions. A Christian could not be lukewarm; he had to 

make a definite and decisive choice, either to be cold toward the claims of 

Christ, or burning hot in his adherence and loyalty to them. Those who seek 

to compromise, to trim, to follow a middle course, are detestable and 

nauseating, and like tepid, lukewarm water, will be utterly rejected. 

(Harmon, 1957) 

f. (V17) “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 

naked.” 

i. W.A. Liebenberg gives us this insight: “This is a very rich Assembly and her 

Believers invest in earthly things. They preach a man-made prosperity 

gospel based on the accumulation of secular wealth and humanistic 

achievements... “ (Liebenberg, 2017) 

ii. “The church was like the city, believing that its material wealth connoted 

spiritual wealth.   

iii. The problem was, the city had no perceived need for help from Rome, and 

the church had no perceived need for help from God.” (Osborne, 207)  

iv. Wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked. 

a. Wretched means poor ability thus inferior. 

b. Miserable means wretchedly inadequate or meager. 

c. Poor means less than adequate. 

d. Blind means lacking a directing or controlling consciousness. 

e. Naked means scantly supplied or furnished. (Merriam-Webster, n.d.) 

v. The people in this assembly, and by inference to the carnal believers of 

today, are people who believe that have no need but in reality, are people 

who are inferior with low abilities and are wretchedly inadequate. Being 

spiritually inadequate they lack direction and have lost their consciousness 

of what is morally right. In addition, their spiritual furnishing is nonexistent. 

They do not show any fruits of the spirit and what they believe are spiritual 

gifts are deceiving them. 
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vi. The Interpreter’s Bible: “the complacency of those who were relatively well 

off and in no apparent physical need is bitingly ridiculed. Actually, those 

who rely on their material prosperity are in dire need; they are indeed 

spiritually wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked. Instead of the riches of 

this world, they should purchase spiritual riches from Christ, such as gold 

refined by fire, the fire of trials and persecution; white garments, like those 

the martyrs will wear; and salve to anoint their eyes, so that their spiritual 

blindness may be cured.” (Harmon, 1957) 

vii. From the Revival Study Bible: “ Hour of desperation We are never going to 

have revival until God has brought the Church of Jesus Christ to the point of 

desperation. As long as Christian people can trust religious organization, 

material wealth, popular preaching, shallow evangelistic crusades, and 

promotion drives, there will never be revival. But when confidence in the 

flesh is smashed, and the Church comes to the realization of her desperate 

wretchedness, blindness, and nakedness before God, then and only then 

will God break in. (Steven Olford [1918–2004], pastor of Calvary Baptist 

Church, New York, U.S.A.) (Pratney & Winslow, 2010) 

g. (v18) “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich ; 

and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness 

may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” 

i. W.A. Liebenberg explains what it means to buy “gold refined in fire.” 

a. “The solution is to “buy from Me gold refined in the fire”, which 

means to give sacrificially and to suffer hardship for the sake of the 

Kingdom of YHWH – slave yourself for Messiah Y’shua and His Torah 

Teachings.” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

ii. White garments symbolize righteousness. 

a. (3:4, 5; 6:11; 7:9; 19:14), being washed in the blood of the Lamb 

(7:13–14),  

b. and glory in God’s final kingdom (4:4; 19:14) 

iii. The Fire Bible continues the commentary on verses 17 & 18: (Fire Bible: A 

Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 
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a. “YOU DO NOT REALIZE. The church’s outward prosperity had made 

the people blind to their deep spiritual need...  

1 According to Jesus, the church people were, in reality, as 

“wretched” and “pitiful” as those in the society around 

them who did not know Christ. They were “blind” to their 

own spiritual condition and did not have the vision of 

how they could use their wealth and benefits to spread 

Christ’s message. They were “naked” in that they were 

no longer clothed with the power and purity of God, 

unable to see that their prosperity was not evidence of 

God’s blessing.  

2 Christ spoke directly to their source of pride and 

dependence on their own abilities and resources.  

a. The city of Laodicea was known for its wealth, but 

God told them they needed to be rich toward him 

(cf. Lk 12:21) with a true and tested spiritual wealth 

of faith that could not be corrupted and was worth 

far more than worldly riches (see 1Pe 1:7, note).  

b. The city had an extensive textile (i.e., material, 

clothing) industry, but Christ instructed them to put 

on his clothing of purity and right relationship with 

him (cf. 19:8).  

c. The city also produced a famous eye salve or 

ointment, but only God could help them see their 

true condition and receive the clarity of sight that 

only comes from yielding to the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit and holding firm to God’s Word.  

3 In order to keep from becoming spiritually “lukewarm,” 

the church and its people today must constantly ask 

themselves: Have we taken God’s generous blessings for 

granted and allowed them to erode our desperate and 
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personal passion for Jesus?” (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for 

Spirit-led Living, 2001) (outline line breaks added) 

4 (Note: this concludes the commentary from the Fire 

Bible.) 

b. Luke 12:19-21 (NKJV) And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and 

be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be 

required of you; then whose will those things be which you have 

provided?’ 21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 

rich toward God.” 

h. (v19) “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” 

i. Proverbs 3:11-12 (NKJV) My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, 

Nor detest His correction; 12 For whom the Lord loves He corrects, Just as a 

father the son in whom he delights. 

ii. W.A. Liebenberg states: “Spiritual spankings are administered by YHWH in 

order that we might be zealous and repent or to change our thinking 

patterns (Heb 12:6).” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

a. Hebrews 12:5-6 (NKJV) And you have forgotten the exhortation 

which speaks to you as to sons: 

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be 

discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 

6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son 

whom He receives.” 

i.  (v19) “Therefore be zealous and repent.” 

i. Zealous means: “marked by fervent partisanship for a person, a cause, or an 

ideal : filled with or characterized by zeal.” 

ii. Some synonyms for Zealous: enthusiastic, gung-ho, fervent, uninhibited, 

unreserved and unrestrained. (Merriam-Webster, n.d.) 

iii. The Fire Bible: “The people of the Laodicean church claimed to be 

committed Christians, yet in reality they were in a spiritually “wretched” 

and “pitiful” condition (vv. 17-18). (2) Christ severely warns the church 
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about his judgment against spiritual lukewarmness (vv. 15-17). (3) Christ 

calls to the church to repent–to turn from their own way, surrender to 

God’s way and accept his forgiveness. Then they could be restored to a 

right relationship with him (vv. 18-19)… “ (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-

led Living, 2001) 

iv. The Revival Study Bible: “Be zealous and repent. The sin of the Laodiceans 

was that they thought they did not need anything.… It is terrible pride when 

we think that we do not need anything. Possibly one of the greatest 

manifestations of pride is for us to make major decisions by relying on our 

own wisdom, without even inquiring of the Lord. Many churches are run 

more like corporations than spiritual entities. If we are going to be the body 

of Christ, we must get our directives from the Head. If we have been 

redeemed, we are no longer our own, but we belong to Him. If we are His 

bond slaves, we do not own anything but are merely stewards. How can we 

make decisions without seeking Him? How can leaders make decisions that 

may affect many of God’s own children without hearing from Him? As the 

word to the Laodicean church implies, this kind of pride will be devastating 

in the end. (Wade Taylor, Bible teacher, author, and founder of Pinecrest 

Bible Training Center)” (Pratney & Winslow, 2010) 

j. (v20) “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 

i. “This is an invitation not for the readers to be converted but to renew 

themselves in a relationship with Christ that has already begun, as is 

apparent from v 19. (Beale, 2013) 

ii. W.A. Liebenberg comments on this point: “Y’shua loves His Lost Sheep so 

much that He died for His Bride. He is still knocking at the door of the House 

of Israel’s hearts, offering to come back in and fellowship with them in the 

Spirit if they will repent and open the door.” (Liebenberg, 2017) 

a. Jesus is knocking at the door of every lost soul asking them to let 

Him in. 
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iii. The Fire Bible: “IF ANYONE HEARS MY VOICE. This verse is often cited as an 

invitation for “unsaved” individuals who have yet to receive spiritual 

salvation and personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

However, while that is a valid invitation, we must also keep in mind that 

Christ originally gave this message to a church whose people had neglected 

their relationship with Christ and were out of touch with him. In its self-

sufficient prosperity and worldliness (vv. 15-18), the church in Laodicea had 

excluded the Lord Jesus Christ from its congregations. Christ’s invitation, 

spoken from outside the door, is a request for renewed companionship 

with any individual who will turn from his or her own way and return to a 

devoted faith and renewed passion for Christ. Christ’s invitation is to sit 

down at the table with them (v. 21) and share spiritual nourishment. The 

Bible also speaks of a great “wedding supper” (19:9) for Christ and his 

bride–the church. But only those who “eat” with Jesus now will eat with 

him then.” (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

iv. The Interpreter’s Bible: “The Master of Life Asks Admittance. -The contrast 

between the sharp rebuke and the loving outreach of friendliness is most 

impressive. And it comes to a climax in the picture of the Lord of all 

standing outside a human life and asking for admission. The proud and 

stubborn sinner is still a possible host of God. The one who is the judge 

waits as a humble suppliant outside the human door. This combination of 

sternness and tenderness is a central characteristic of the gospel. Neither is 

complete without the other; they must be seen together. Herbert H. 

Farmer in his appealing book The Healing Cross attempts to set forth 

together the two aspects of God's dealing with men as he approaches them 

in Christ. The one who is severe is the one who is graciously good. The 

goodness is the tender side of a core of severity. The figure of the Judge 

knocking as a suppliant at the door of a stubborn man is one of the most 

memorable in the N.T. (New York: Charles Scibner’s Sons, 1959.” (Harmon, 

1957) 
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k. (v21) “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.” 

i. The word “throne” appears 55 times in the NT, 41 times in Revelation. 

ii. This refers to the eternal throne of Christ once he starts ruling during the 

Kingdom age and then in the New Heaven and New Earth from the New 

Jerusalem for eternity. 

iii. The Interpreter’s Bible: “In Revelation, Christ is frequently depicted as being 

on a throne both in heaven and during his return to earth. More unusual is 

the promise to the victorious martyrs that just as Christ is seated with God 

on his throne, so they will sit on their thrones with Christ, but this is in 

keeping with the reward of a crown in 2: 10. Once more a parallel is found 

in 1 Enoch, in which the righteous are assured that each of them is to be 

seated on a throne of honor (1 Enoch 108:12…)” (Harmon, 1957) 

iv. The New Testament Commentary on Revelation: “The message supported 

by other passages in Scripture is that glorified believers have the honor and 

duty to judge the twelve tribes of Israel, the world, and angels (Matt. 19:28; 

Luke 22:30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3); and they will rule with Christ (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 

5:10; 20:4, 6; 22:5).Jesus' promise is based on the vision that Daniel 

received: 'Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms 

under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the 

Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 

worship and obey him" (Dan. 7:27).” (Kistemaker, 2001) 

v. The Fire Bible: “… Christ knocks on the door of a lukewarm church (v. 20), 

desiring to come in and restore his companionship and blessing with the 

people. To those who remain devoted and strong in their faith and are 

overcomers in the midst of a lukewarm church, Christ promises that they 

will share in his authority and ultimately reign with him (v. 21).” (Fire Bible: 

A Study Bible for Spirit-led Living, 2001) 

vi. Revelation 21:7 (NKJV) He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will 

be his God and he shall be My son. 

l. (v22) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” 
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i. The Fire Bible: “ THE SPIRIT … THE CHURCHES. God’s people must 

continually recognize the relationship between the churches and the Holy 

Spirit and respond accordingly. Churches are under the authority not only 

of Christ as the Lord and Head of his church, but also of the Spirit of God. 

They must listen and respond to the voice of the Holy Spirit, particularly as 

he speaks through God’s inspired Word (2Ti 3:15-16; 1Pe 1:24-25; 2Pe 1:20-

21). This distinction between the Spirit and the churches can be expressed 

by the following Biblical truths.  

ii. (1) The Holy Spirit is not owned by and does not belong to the churches or 

any human institution. He is the Spirit of God and of Christ, not the Spirit of 

the churches (v. 1). The Spirit remains free to come and leave according to 

God’s purposes and how people respond to God’s standard of truth and 

right conduct (cf. Jn 1:33; 7:39; 14:17). 

iii. (2) The Holy Spirit represents Jesus Christ’s present lordship (i.e., rule and 

authority) over the churches. The Spirit and his Word are the ultimate 

authority of Christ (cf. Jn 14:26; 16:13-15). Churches must constantly judge 

their beliefs and actions by the Spirit’s guidance based on God’s Word. The 

Spirit and the Word working together is what releases the life, authority 

and creative power of God in and through the church (cf. Ge 1:2-3). When a 

congregation fails to hear and respond to the Holy Spirit and the Word, it 

slowly loses its life, purpose and mission as Christ’s church. 

iv. (3) The Holy Spirit will remain with any church only as long as it remains 

faithful to Christ and his Word, listening and responding to what the Spirit 

says (2:5, 16, 22-23; 3:3, 15-16…)” (Fire Bible: A Study Bible for Spirit-led 

Living, 2001) (outline line breaks added) 

a. (Note: this concludes the commentary from the Fire Bible.) 

2. Summary of the letters to the seven churches.  

a. W.A. Liebenberg provides us the following summary: (Liebenberg, 2017) (expanded 

commentary added) 

i. We note there are only two Assemblies in line with YHWH’s will! The 

Smurna Assembly and the Philadelphia Assembly. 
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ii. To be in the Smurna Assembly, you will have to be in a country where other 

religion… is the dominating factor and where you will be heavily persecuted 

for your faith.  

iii. The Philadelphia Assembly is small but “on fire” Assembly for Y’shua; and 

studying, doing and teaching Torah. (Word of God)  

iv. Again, as is emphasized over and over in the Book of the Revelation, life in 

Messiah’s Priesthood is not a passive religion. It is a religion for workers, 

doers and overcomers “until the end” in the Kingdom of YHWH.  

v. Y’shua never said, “If you love Me, just sit still and wait for My return”; no, 

He say:, “If you love Me, keep / guard (teach correctly) my commandments” 

(John 14:15).  

vi. Y’shua never said, “If you will just have faith, you will be saved”; no, He 

says:  

a. He who exercises patience and labours for His Name’s sake and does 

not become weary (2:3), and,  

b. Repents and does the first works (2:5) and,  

c. Hates the doctrines and deeds of the false teachers and prophets 

(1:6, 15) and,  

d. Holds fast to His Name and does not deny His faith (2:13) and,  

e. Works, loves and serves (2:19) and,  

f. Holds fast to what he has (2:25; 3:11) and,  

g. Keeps His works until the end (2:26) and,  

h. Is watchful and strengthens the things that remain and is ready to 

die (3:2) and,  

i. Remembers how he has received and heard (3:3) and,  

j. Keeps His command to persevere (3:10) and,  

k. Buys from Him gold refined in the fire and white garments and eye 

salve (3:18) and,  

l. Is zealous (3:19) and hears His voice and,  

m. Opens the door (3:20) and finally,  
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n. Overcomes (2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)… to him, He will grant to sit 

with Him on His throne (3:21).  

vii. Some may object, “But that’s a work-your-way-to-Heaven religion” – to 

whom the reply is, “You do not understand the grace of YHWH and the 

relationship of the true Believer to YHWH the Son who said,  

viii. ‘I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing’ (John 15:5).” 

ix. (Note: end of W.A. Liebenberg’s summary.) 

(note: The basic outline materials in this study was adapted from Truth Seekers Fellowship guide on 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”) (Tyson, 2018) 
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