
 
 

March 7, 2021     -     “Destination Suffering”     -     Mark 8:27-38  
 

OPEN 

 
Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield was professor of theology 
at Princeton Seminary (1887-1921).  I have not read his books.  
But he communicated an immense amount of truth in just three 
short lines of poetry: 
 

A Christless cross no refuge for me 

A Crossless Christ my Savior not be 

But, O Christ crucified! I rest in Thee! 

 
So far in our series in Mark we have examined Jesus’ ministry launch.  We 
then considered responses to Jesus, both good and bad.  We have also noted 
that Jesus used parables to offer accessible yet authoritative teaching.  Then 
we observed miracles – healing, calming the storm, and multiplying a small 
lunch to feed 5000.  Today we are thinking about suffering. 
 
Before we examine our main text, please notices how Jesus dealt with notions 
about His identity in Mark 8:27-30.  Consider what was said by… 
 

Crowd  -  Jesus was being regarded as a hero figure – vv. 27-28 
 
Disciples  -  Jesus is “the Christ” (i.e. the “Messiah” as revealed by the 
Father – see Matthew 6:17) – v. 29 
 
Jesus  -  Jesus told them not to speak of this but be quiet!  Why?  He 
came as a suffering Savior but His disciples didn’t fully grasp this – v. 30 

 
Read Mark 8:31-38 
 
 

DIG 

 
Christians must learn to live in the shadow of the cross  -  vv. 31-33   
 
This was a pivot point in Jesus’ ministry (see “from that time” in Mtt 16:21). 

What was Jesus signaling?  He was shifting from ministry to the path of 
suffering and death – “the Son of Man must suffer” (lit. “logical necessity”; 
v.31).  This was Jesus’ eternal destiny (see also 9:30-32; 10:32-34).  Bear in 
mind that Jesus specified His rejection, and death.  But He also emphasized 
His resurrection – He “spoke plainly” or frankly (v.32).  He was not 
announcing defeat but redemption! 
 
What did the disciples hear?  Death and defeat!  Peter’s rebuke (v.32) 
expressed their collective disappointment.  Rebuking Peter, Jesus identified 
that Peter thought (lit.) “humanly”.  And in Mark 9:31-32, when Jesus again 
spoke of death and resurrection, they misunderstood and were fearful to ask 
Jesus.  The disciples were at that point living in the looming shadow of the 
cross – thankfully, we live in the completed work of the cross…and the 
resurrection.  All of this has secured our salvation from sin!  
 
 
Christians must learn to live in the significance of the cross  -  vv. 34-37   
 
Thinking humanly, the disciples were expecting Jesus to be a victorious, 
political conqueror!  But Jesus came to this earth not to be served, but to serve 
– “to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).   
 
What is the significance of the cross?  The cross is the place where Jesus paid 
sin’s ransom price!  The suffering of Jesus has become our “example” or a 
“model to copy") – see I Peter 2:21. Following Jesus means a denial, even 
betrayal of self and accepting the significance of the cross.  Far too many 
people have erroneously stated, “oh, that’s just my cross to bear”.  They might 
be referring to anything from coping with a messy spouse to being too tall.   
 
But for first Century Christ followers who listened to Jesus’ 
teaching, cross bearing could only mean one thing – death!  
In The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 
 

If we have watered down the Gospel into an emotional 

uplift which makes no costly demands of us, then we 

cannot help regarding the Cross as an ordinary, everyday 

calamity, one of the trials and tribulations of life…When 

Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die! 

 
 
Galatians 2:20 invites to discover the co-crucified life – dead to self; alive in 
Christ!  This is why B. B. Warfield’s poem is powerful.  If Jesus had not 
suffered and died on the cross, all I am left with is an empty, unattainable moral 
ideal.  Without Christ on the cross my sin debt remains unpaid! 
 
Jesus calls us to complete identification with His death, burial, and 
resurrection.  Taking one’s cross to follow is death to self but new life!  “In order 
to have life we must be joined to Christ. And we can be joined to Him only in 
and through His death.”  (Born Crucified, L. E. Maxwell, Moody, 1945, 51) 
 

 

 



 
Christians must learn to live in the shame of the cross  -  v. 38   
 
Put bluntly, the cross costs!  Crucifixion cost Jesus dearly.  And living a 
crucified life will cost the Christian too.  What is the shame of the cross?  It is 
not just living in a fallen world.  Such suffering is common to all humanity (see 
Matthew 5:45). 
 
Nor is it suffering sin’s consequences (I Peter 2:19-20).  “Scotty” (Alex 
Sutherland) my Bible Camp teacher said in his thick Scottish accent, “Boys, ya’ 
canna’ sin and win!”  We can expect negative consequences (suffering) when 
we disobey God. 
 
So, what is the “shame of the cross”?  It is that opposition Christians 
experience because non-Christians remain opposed to who Jesus is and what 
He has accomplished. 
 
There are brothers and sisters in Christ around the world who suffer for their 
faith.  We know from Voice of the Martyrs and Open Doors that Christians face 
alienation, beatings, prison, and even death just for following Jesus. 
 
Though different, we experience suffering as followers of Jesus in Canada.  It 
might not be lethal, but it is legal and philosophical.  Here are just two 
examples of the way that Christian faith is attacked.  
 

• Privatized – Christians must keep their faith to themselves and 
not bring faith into the public sphere.  As a result, Christian 
worship is not seen as an essential service in a pandemic. 
 

• Marginalized – Christians who hold Biblical convictions are 
branded as haters of those who hold other views.  This is being 
written into law in a so-called pluralistic society espousing 
tolerance. 

 
What are we to do?  How do we remain unashamed of Christ in this world?  In 
Mark 8:38 we have a hint of the great hope that is ours – Jesus is coming 
again!  In the meantime, believers must avoid any perverted pride or 
condescension.  But we must bear the shame of the cross for great purposes.   
 

• Participation with the mission of Jesus – John 15:20 
 

• Transformation into the character of Jesus – James 1:2-4 
 

• Celebration of the grace of Jesus – II Corinthians 10:9  
 

• Inspiration from suffering followers of Jesus – I Thess 1;  II Thess 1   
 
 

REFLECT 

 
If we believe that a lack of suffering will bring meaning to life we will be 
frustrated!  But Jesus Himself has promised us that opposition will come.  
 
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 
6:33)  
 
Let’s remember that this opposition comes because the cross costs!  But the 
cross of Jesus purchased eternal victory.  So, the suffering of Jesus gives 
meaning and purpose to the suffering of His followers, who bear their cross! 
 
I don’t think the fact that the cross costs could be put more eloquently than 
Amy Carmichael has written in her poem… 

 

Hast thou no scar? 

No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand? 

 I hear thee sung as mighty in the land; 

I hear them hail thy bright, ascendant star. 

Hast thou no scar?  Hast thou no wound? 

Yet I was wounded by the archers; spent, 

Leaned Me against a tree to die and rent by ravening beasts 

That compassed Me, I swooned. 

Hast thou no wound? No wound? No scar? 

Yet, as the Master shall the servant be, 

And piercèd are the feet that follow Me.  But thine are whole; 

Can he have followed far who hast no wound or scar? 
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