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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Third Sunday in Lent  March 7, 2021 

GATHERING 
Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
You may respond with the parts printed in bold print.. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
Science tells us that a person makes about 35,000 choices in a day. 35,000 choices each 
and every day! In the prayer of confession, we pause to take a moment to think and to 
ask: How many of our decisions are choices God would have us make? How many are 
not? So let us pray together, knowing that we need guidance, and trusting that even if 
we fall, God is showing us the way. 

Silence for reflection. 

God of Justice, We are guilty of building tables. 
We have built tables that oppression dines on, sexism thrives on, and racism lives 
on. 
God of Justice, we are guilty of forgetting where we are, 
of turning faith into a negotiation tool and the church into a place for insiders. 
God of Justice, we are guilty of ignoring the point; 
for you taught that the temple was for worship and your message was for all. 
God of our hearts, be in our decision making. 
Draw near to our choices; forgive our mistakes. 
Flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting. 
With hope we pray for a better day. Amen. 

Family of faith, the good news is that God took on flesh and walked this earth to show 
us the way. God took on flesh so that we could see what it looks like to disrupt and 
overturn systems of corruption. God took on flesh to teach us another way. God took on 

According to John, Jesus begins his ministry by showing more than telling. In the temple, Jesus 
disrupts and overturns the systems of corruption and profiteering taking place, but ultimately 
points us to the promise of restoration. Paul reminds the Corinthians (and us) that God’s 
wisdom is more expansive than we can imagine. We are shown the way, even if God’s way feels 
foolish, counter-cultural, disruptive, or uncomfortable. 
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flesh to point us to restoration. God took on flesh so that we might be forgiven. Friends, 
we are held, loved, and forgiven by a just and merciful God. Thanks be to God for a 
love like that.  Amen. 

Gathering Hymn Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery  #324 vs. 1-3 & Lent 3 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. All:  And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Holy God, 
All: we want to hear you call us and turn our hearts to you. Just as you turned 

tables in the temple, turn our ears toward you. Teach us to live out grace 
courageously and faithfully. We are listening. Amen.  

Kyrie 

1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 
in your death we are reborn; 
though you die in all of hist'ry, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn. 
 

2 We remember truth once spoken, 
love passed on through act and word; 
ev'ry person lost and broken 
wears the body of our Lord, 
wears the body of our Lord. 

3 Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be; 
one with you in joy and sorrow, 
we the river, you the sea, 
we the river, you the sea. 
 
Lent 3 
Living Water of salvation, 
be the fountain of each soul; 
springing up in new creation, 
flow in us and make us whole. 



4 

WORD 
 

Children’s Word Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims 
that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such 
divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s 
preaching is Christ crucified. 

AM: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

18The message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
24but to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 
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Gospel  John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 
When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death 
and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that 
the center itself has changed. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark.   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message  Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Hymn of the Day Canticle of the Turning  #723 vs. 1, 3, & 4 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous 

things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's 

plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be 

blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you 

bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 

 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn 
draws near, 

 and the world is about to turn. 
 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress 
tow'r, 

 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice 

tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be 

fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves, and the money changers seated at 
their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out 
the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 

your house will consume me.” 18The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, 
“This temple has been under construction 
for forty-six years, and will you raise it up 
in three days?” 21But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in a God who knows holy rage— 
A God who stands with the underdog, who passionately protects the suffering, and 
who overturns systems of corruption. 

We believe in a God who leads by example— 
Feeding the hungry, welcoming the children, offering water to the Samaritan, 
eating with the tax collector, healing the sick, preaching from the mountaintop,  
and offering second chances. 

We believe in a God who knew that we would lose our way, and still said, “This is 
my body broken for you.” 

We believe in a God who knew our capacity for mistakes, and still said, “I'm going 
to prepare a place for you.” 

And because of this love, we believe that God shows us the way, again and again 
and again. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need, responding to each petition with “Your mercy is great.” 

Turn over the tables in your church and purify it from all kinds of oppression. May your 
people trust nothing beside you that all their words and actions honor you. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and mercy. May legislators, judicial 
systems, and systems of law enforcement strive to protect the vulnerable and the 
wellbeing of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering. We pray 
especially for Michael, Shelley, Ed, Stacey, Grace, Glenda, Sandy, David, Colbie, 
Dawn, Grant, the families and friends of Brenda Putz and Philip Caniglia, and those that 
we now name silently or aloud… (pause). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

4 Though the nations rage from age to 
age, 

 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears 

heard 

 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by 

God, 
 who is turning the world around.  

Refrain 
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Call us again & again to proclaim Christ crucified. Call us, that we might follow Christ 
beyond our own habits and comfort. Call us, that we can leave behind self-interest for 
the sake of the Good News. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Save us by the cross of Christ and give us the trust in you that will carry us through 
death into life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

MEAL 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with 
anyone sheltering in peace with you. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

 Create in Me #185 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Faithful God, 
All:   you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Again & again, 
All:  we come to this table.  
Pastor: Again & again, 
All: we gather as a community.  
Pastor: Again & again, 
All:  God comes to us. 
Pastor: Again & again, 
All:  let us give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Praise to you…  ...now and forever. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
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All:  Amen 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song I Am the Bread of Life #485 vs. 1 & 4 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your 
people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that 
our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
All:  Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 

1 "I am the Bread of life. 
 You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
 No one can come to me unless the Fa-

ther beckons." 
 

Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, 

 and I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 

4 "I am the resurrection, 
 I am the life. 
 If you believe in me, 
 even though you die, you shall live for-

ever."  Refrain 
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SENDING 
 

Benediction 
Pastor: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
 chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

 God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  
 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
All: Amen 
 

Sending Song In the Cross of Christ I Glory #324 

Dismissal 
Assisting Minister:  

As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 
May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again, 
Until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Ida Barber 
Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantor—Nancy Opsata 
Altar Care—Susan Smith 

Audio—Jim Helgason 
Streaming Video—Jon Gerdes 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
 hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 never shall the cross forsake me; 
 lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
 light and love upon my way, 
 from the cross the radiance streaming 
 adds more luster to the day. 
 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 by the cross are sanctified; 
 peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Vibia Perpetua was a noblewoman, and Felicity her slave, who were catechumens at Carthage, northern 
Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied the Roman emperor who had forbidden conver-
sions to Christianity, and were put to death in the amphitheater. 
Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the institution was 
abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after slavery was abolished, and 
discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an evangelistic journey, 
where people found her testimony to be deeply moving. 
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. Giving 
this up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship through the es-
tablishment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his 
honor. 
 
Gospel Message 
Third Sunday in Lent 
March 7, 2021 
God’s Love Is Not for Sale 

The trouble isn’t that there are people buying and selling animals and exchanging money in the temple. 
Those things have always happened in the temple. No one is being corrupt; no one is getting rich. These 
are facets of temple life that exist to uphold God’s law. 

The trouble is that something has gone haywire: we have allowed our experience of the marketplace to 
shape the way we see God; if I give God this, God will give me that. Instead of God informing our under-
standing of the marketplace, it has come to be the other way around. Jesus has come to turn this haywire 
understanding on its head. 

In the face of trouble, promising to give God something as a down payment will not make God any more 
likely to come to your aid. God has already come and made a home with you in your trouble. 

In the face of death, bargaining with God will not attract God’s favor for you, because God is already 
there. Your death is forever wedded to Christ’s death, and likewise your resurrection to his resurrection. 

In the face of helplessness, negotiating with God for help is useless because God was your helper long 
before you even asked. 

Do you see? God’s love is not to be bought or sold, only given freely and lavishly, even to those who 
could never pay if they wanted to. 

As a result, the body of Christ today, the church, sets out to live in ways that are unfathomable to the 
modern-day market. We spend our communal life on hungry people who will never be able to invite us to 
their own tables, and on children who cannot contribute to our offering plate, on dying people who after 
receiving our most prized treasures are not there to enjoy them. Our life is senseless lived by the rules of 
the marketplace. Thanks be to God that Christ comes to overturn it. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Prayer Concerns 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 
The family and friends of Brenda Putz, the mother  of  T. J . Racoosin.  
Michael Grace, Barbara Grace’s son, has ME/CFS pray he regains his strength. 
Shelley Grace, Barbara Grace’s daughter-in-law, in ICU with Covid 19. 
Ed Olson, undergoing cancer  treatment . 
Stacey Himenes, undergoing cancer  treatment. 
Grace Cinke, a fr iend of Lynn Wagner , who has Covid 19. 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Bolter ’s niece, in a nursing home on dialysis.  
The family of Philip Caniglia, father  of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis.  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer  treatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother  of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adr ian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his par -
ents Claire and Luke.  
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
Textual and visual elements from Rev. Sarah Are, Lauren Wright Pittman, Hannah Garrity, Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Rev. Anna Strickland, 
A Sanctified Art LLC (sanctifiedart.org / @sanctifiedart). 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Liturgy: WOV Setting 5 Bread of Life © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery, Text: Marty Haugen .© 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.  
Canticle of the Turning, Text: Rory Cooney, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  
Create in Me a Clean Heart Text: Psalm 51:10-12 (public domain). 
I Am the Bread of Life, Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.. 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory, Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 (public domain). 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 
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Notes and announcements 

 Starting March 14, we will begin to have worship in the sanctuary. As of now, 
guidelines allow us to have 25% capacity in our worship space. We will limit our 
capacity indoors much more, to a maximum of 16 worshippers, plus worship 
leaders. We will require everyone to wear masks and maintain physical distance, and 
we will make sure there is adequate air movement in the church.  Since we are 
limiting capacity, we will be asking you to call or email the church office (831-375-
2042 or office@sttim.org) to let us know the Sundays you would like to attend and 
how many will be coming from your household.  

 Also, we are planning outdoor worship services, (in our lower parking lot) on 
March 28 (Palm and Passion Sunday) and April 4 (Easter Sunday). On those 
Sundays, we will be able to accommodate a much larger in-person presence. We are 
also planning to live-stream those services.  Again please notify the office if you 
plan to attend and how many will be coming from your household.  

 Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: 
Wednesday 2 PM Bible Study, Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday at 6:30 
PM, and Sunday 11:15 AM Pastors’ Forum and Compline with Father Jon, 
Sunday at 8 PM. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 “Online Worship: All services online on sttim.org.   

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  on Zoom Sunday at 10:45 am.  Information 
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our 
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy.  Offer ing can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 

mailto:office@sttim.org

