
Romans 2; Bible Study 

Read Romans 2:1-4 

	 Paul is now addressing the Jews. The Jews had a tendency to see themselves 
as superior to the Gentiles. They were at risk of thinking that they would still go to 
Heaven even if they practiced the same sins, because they were God’s chosen people. 
Those with a false sense of salvation are the hardest to reach. Paul addresses this 
head on. In doing so, he not only speaks to the Jews in the churches in Rome, but also 
speaks to people in the church today who have an equally false sense of salvation.


What kind of judgement is Paul talking about here? 
One that elevates self over the other with no regard for God’s grace. We must 

leave it up to God to judge for sin. We must not seek the condemnation of others. If we 
are recipients of grace, we will humbly desire to see others receive the same grace 
through repentance. 


Read 2 Peter 3:1-10 


We must show the same patience with people as God shows, and allow God to 
judge in His perfect timing and way. 


Does the command not to judge mean we are never to expose and confront sin? 
	 No. Discussing sin is the foundation for the gospel message. The apostle Paul 
does this here in his letter to the Romans, as well as in his other letters. 


Read Matthew 18:21-35


	 We do not discuss sin to condemn. We expose and discuss sin to point to 
grace. There is no grace if there is no recognition of and repentance from sin. 


	 If we too continually recognize and repent of our sin for forgiveness, we will 
humbly lead others to repentance for the same forgiveness. 

	 

What does confronting another on their sin give us an opportunity to do in our 
own lives? 


	 It gives us the opportunity to analyze ourselves. We are not to presume on the 
riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience. We are not to take His grace 
for granted. 


Read Matthew 7:1-5


	 Being saved by grace gives us a desire to live holy lives. The more we pursue 
this, the more we will see how unholy we are. We will come to know of God’s grace 



even more, and daily avail ourselves of His grace. This makes us humble and helps us 
to patiently and gently confront others. 


Read Galatians 6:1


	 We must always be praying: Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and 
know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24). We must never teach or correct from an attitude of 
superiority. We must always be humble, kind, and gentle. It must always be 
compassion for the other that motivates us...and not the desire to criticize or condemn. 
The whole purpose is to lead ... to repentance.


Read Romans 2:5-11 

	 We see here that Paul does not avoid confronting sin. This is because he desires 
people to be saved from sin. As such, just as a parent warns their child not to insert the 
knife into the electrical outlet, Paul warns them of the consequences of being 
stubbornly unrepentant. They may or may not experience God’s wrath for their sin 
during their lives (as many have experienced - i.e. Luke 13:1-5; Acts 5:1-11, and many 
OT examples), but they must know their sin is being stored up for future judgement. 


[Interesting side note: The Greek word for “hardness” (or stubborn) is “sklerotes”, 
which is the word we get the medical term “sclerosis” from. Sclerosis is the hardening 
of the arteries, which will lead to physical death. The hardening of the heart will lead to 
eternal death. Discuss Ezekiel 36:26: I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh.]


If we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus and not by our works, then why 
does Paul seem to focus on works leading to eternal life or eternal death? 


Read Romans 8:5-11; Philippians 2:12-13


	 The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, righteousness, and judgement (John 16:8). He 
always works in believers to change them more into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29; 
2 Corinthians 3:18). This is the “obedience of faith” Paul already talked about (Romans 
1:5)...and why The righteous shall live by faith (Romans 1:17). Those who come to 
Christ for cleansing of sin will also desire and pursue a life free from sin. It is their 
hatred of sin that causes them to continually repent and ask for forgiveness. 


	 The bottom line is that all who are saved will show evidence of salvation in how 
they live. They will not be self-seeking in unrighteousness, but live seeking for glory 
and honour and immortality from God (see Matthew 6:24).  This is the work of God in 
the believer. 




Read: Galatians 2:20 


Read Romans 2:12-16 

	 Paul is saying that both Gentiles and Jews will be condemned without or with 
the law - the Gentiles from rejecting God as revealed in creation and His law placed in 
their hearts revealed by their consciences (they know right from wrong) that they 
disobey, and the Jews in not being able to obey the law revealed to them in Scripture. 
No man will have any excuse before the judgement seat of Christ. 


	 Simply knowing of God in creation or in Scripture is not enough to save. It is 
only those responding in obedience to God who show they have been saved. They do 
this by relying on Jesus for righteousness and living for righteousness out of love for 
Jesus.


Read Matthew 7:21-23 


	 Not all will hear from God: ...Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master (Matthew 
25:21), but instead: You wicked and slothful servant!...cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 
25:26,30).


What are some ways today that people gain a false confidence in their salvation? 
	 Many in our churches today have a false confidence in salvation because they 
said a prayer, responded to an alter call, put their hand up, signed a card, got baptized, 
go to church, serve in the church, give money to the church, watch Christian TV, 
volunteer in a Christian organization, or listen to Christian music.


	 Others have a false confidence in salvation because they believe certain things 
about Jesus that the demons also believe, however, there is no evidence of salvation in 
a transformed life (James 2:14-26). It does not matter how much of the bible you know. 
It is whether to do what it tells you (see Matthew 7:24-27). We must remember that 
Jesus’ call to salvation was Follow Me.


	 We can tell when someone is not saved when they think grace is an excuse to 
sin. It shows they do not understand grace, because grace is experienced after 
repentance. 


	 God knows our hearts. We can fool people, but we cannot fool God (1 
Chronicles 28:9; Psalm 139:1-3; Jeremiah 17:10; Matthew 6:4,6,18). Many people do 
good things, but God looks beyond appearances to self interest, peer pressure, guilty 
feelings, people pleasing, and self glorification.


	 God’s standard of perfection is the same for everyone. 




Read Romans 2:17-29 

	 If you think you are saved and claim salvation because of your heritage 
(Christian family), knowing what the Bible says and teach others about what it says, 
and participate in certain activities, but do not obey what God says (Psalm 50:16-20; 
Matthew 23:3; John 8:31-32) - you dishonour God (quoting Isaiah 52:5). This is where 
the accusation of being a hypocrite is true (see Matthew 23:24-28). This means you are 
not a believer. 


	 For the Jew, circumcision was valuable if it represented obedience to the law 
(Galatians 5:3). For the Christian, baptism is valuable if it demonstrates the new life 
being lived by the Christian. They are to be outward symbols of an inward condition of 
the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). It is only the right condition of the heart that pleases God. 

	 

Hebrews 11:6 
...without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.


	 When we place our faith in Jesus and draw near to God by obeying God, we 
show we love God and we please God. 


Communion: 
(Combination of Matthew 26:26-29 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

Play: Behold the Lamb 
https://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/behold-the-lamb-communion-hymn

Give thanks for the bread

The Lord Jesus when eating with His disciples on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, gave it to the 
disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” [Eat bread]

 Give thanks for the cup

After supper Jesus took a cup and when he had given thanks he gave it to them 
saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” [Drink cup]

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death (the 
forgiveness of sins) until he comes. 

https://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/behold-the-lamb-communion-hymn

