
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 ~ Lent Three 

Welcome 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 

Song – In the Cross of Christ I Glory1 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o'er the wrecks of time;  

all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.  
 

When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  

never shall the cross forsake me. Lo! it glows with peace and joy.  
 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,  

from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.  

 

 



Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings 

  Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.  

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all 

your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do 

any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 

or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed 

the sabbath day and consecrated it.  

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you.  

You shall not murder.   

You shall not commit adultery.   

You shall not steal.   

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.   

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, 

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.  

The Word of the Lord 
 

  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom 

of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.  

The Word of the Lord 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 2:13-22 
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their 

tables. Making a whip of cords, Jesus drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 

tables. Jesus told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was 

written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Judeans then said to Jesus, ‘What 

sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.’ The Judeans then said, ‘This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But Jesus was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken.  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: All My Hope on God is Founded2 

All my hope on God is founded; who will all my trust renew, 

who through change and chance will guide me, only good and only true. 

God unknown, God alone, call my heart to be thine own. 
 

Mortal pride and earthly glory, sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But thy power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower. 
 



Still from earth to God eternal sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising for the gift of God’s own Son. 

Christ doth call one and all: ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Prayers of the People:   We pray: Hear us O God… and respond: Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Communion (Zoom Only) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Song – O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways3 
 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his will! 
 

Order my footsteps by your word and make my heart sincere; 

let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear. 
 

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, a stricter watch to keep; 

and should I e'er forget your way, restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 

Make me to walk in your commands, 'tis a delightful road; 

nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God. 
 

Dismissal  L: Go in peace, joined together in Christ. C: Thanks be to God  
 

1 ELW hymn #324, vs. 1-3. In the Public Domain 
 
2 ELW hymn #757, vs. 1, 2, & 4. Text: Joachim Neander, para. Robert Bridges. Music: Herbert Howells ©1968 Novello & Co. Ltd., 

London. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 

 
3 ELW hymn #772. In the Public Domain 

                                                 


