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Then they were glad that the waters were quiet 
and He brought them to their desired haven. 

Psalm 107:30



Welcome 

☩  A warm welcome to all:   We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC 
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and 
fellowship.  Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the 
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m..  We are made to gather together as God’s people 
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this 
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God.  Praise the Lord!

☩  Today’s Sunday Schedule:

1:00 p.m.  Worship/Outreach

2:30 p.m. Haven Update Time & Evangelism 101

3:00 p.m.  Haven Food and Fellowship:  We invite all of you to join with us today our 
Lord’s Day feast,   (Havenites:  Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be 
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.)

☩ Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic, limitations 
on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers  and the OPC Bohemia session. agreed it 
would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time.  We urge you to be doing 
personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and making use 
of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others. 

☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:   Be sure to honor social distancing 
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary 
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease.   It’s important to honor these not only in the 
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.

☩   Announcement Page:  You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly 
bulletin.  This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and 
serve those around you  - in Jesus’ Name.”  It’s not enough to gather for worship.  We are meant to go 
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!  

☩  The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public 
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest 
and renew their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws 
them into the Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, 
strengthening and guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom." 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). 
Copyrighted music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
 
☩  The Haven, OPC is a home mission work of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern 
New York,   Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).  For more information on the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church:  www.opc.org   For more information about this church, visit our 
website:  www.thehavenli.com 

http://www.opc.org
http://www.thehavenli.com


Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, March 7, 2021

Worship 1:00 PM 
Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 87:1-7

THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 
Salutation: 

Pastor: Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

People: Amen!

†Call to Worship: Psalm 87:1-7

Pastor:   On the holy mount stands the city (God) founded.

People:   The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Pastor:   Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God.

People:  Among those who know (the Lord), he mentions Rahab and Babylon!

Pastor:  Behold: Philistia, and Tyre, with (Ethiopia) - “This one was born there”, 
they say.

People:   And of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were born in her.”

Pastor:   The Lord records as he registers the peoples:”This one was born there!”

All:   Singers and dancers alike say, “All my springs are in you!”

† Opening hymn:  “Glorioius Things of Thee are Spoken”   (TPH, #403)

         (turn to next page)





†Greeting
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you! 
People: And also with you! 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: Who made heaven and earth! 

†Opening Prayer 
People: Amen! 

THE LORD OUR GOD CLEANSES US 

Meditation on the Fifth Commandment of the Law of God:

“Honor your father and your mother…”

Confession of Sin

(Use this time for your own personal confession of sin).

Corporate Confession: Our Father in Heaven: Forgive us for all the ways in which 
we are disrespectful of others.  Forgive us for our disrespect of those in authority over 
us.  Forgive us when we mistreat those over whom we have authority.   Forgive us for 
all of the ways we slight, hurt, or do wrong to those around us.  Remind us, Lord our 
Creator, that all people are made in God’s image.  The way we honor you should be 
reflected in the way we honor others.  Grant us every grace to that end.  We ask in the 
name of the only one who perfectly obeyed the fifth commandment, your son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, our Savior, and our elder Brother.  Amen. 

†Assurance of Pardon:  Psalm 103:8-14

People: Thanks be to God! 

†Our response of praise:  “His Mercy is More!”     
(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US 

Old Covenant Reading:  Proverbs 6:20-35

20 My son, keep your father’s commandment, and forsake not your mother’s teaching. 
      21 Bind them on your heart always;  tie them around your neck. 

      22 When you walk, they will lead you; when you lie down, they will watch over you; 
      and when you awake, they will talk with you. 

      23 For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching a light,  and the reproofs of 
discipline are the way of life, 

      24 to preserve you from the evil woman,  from the smooth tongue of the adulteress. 
      25 Do not desire her beauty in your heart,  and do not let her capture you with her 

eyelashes; 
      26 for the price of a prostitute is only a loaf of bread, but a married woman hunts down 

a precious life. 
      27 Can a man carry fire next to his chest and his clothes not be burned? 

      28 Or can one walk on hot coals  and his feet not be scorched? 
      29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife;  none who touches her will go 

unpunished. 
      30 People do not despise a thief if he steals  to satisfy his appetite when he is hungry, 
      31 but if he is caught, he will pay sevenfold;  he will give all the goods of his house. 

      32 He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys himself. 
      33 He will get wounds and dishonor,  and his disgrace will not be wiped away. 

      34 For jealousy makes a man furious,  and he will not spare when he takes revenge. 
      35 He will accept no compensation;  he will refuse though you multiply gifts.

New Covenant Reading:  Mark 7:24-30

24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could 
not be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now the 
woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 
28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 29 And he said to her, “For this statement you may go 
your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she went home and 
found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.
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Pastor:  The grass withers, and the flowers fade away; but the word of 
our God will stand forever!

People: Thanks be to God

†Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed   

Pastor:  Christians, what do you believe, and in whom do you trust?

All: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker  of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord   who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried;  he descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended to heaven  and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints,   the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of 
the body,   and the life everlasting.  Amen!

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:  

Psalm of Praise: “Praise the Lord God , All You Nations”
(Psalm 117B, TPH)  Sing twice.

(turn to next page)
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Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!

Sermon:   “Savior of the World”

Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!

Worship through Tithes and Offerings

†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen! 

The Lord Our God Communes With Us 
Meditation.  Lord’s Supper Celebration

Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy 
communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.

Prayer of Thanksgiving                     People: Amen!

Deacon’s Fund Offering:   For The Haven’s Ministry of Mercy 

Closing Hymn of Petition: “Facing a Task Unfinished”
(turn to next page)

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 

†[Hands Raised] Benediction 
People: Amen! 

Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!
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Announcements 

☩ Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have 
learned about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC.   Send a message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren 
Emanuel, #03A2176, Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. 
Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458.    
Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim:  Send her a card and note to let her know that you are praying 
both for Darren and for her:  Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162 St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.

☩ Sympathy Cards:   The Lord called Joe Bagnato, husband of Dottie Bagnato, home to Himself on 
Sunday, February 21.   Do send Dottie and daughter Helen (who is serving as a missionary in 
Thailand) cards and notes of sympathy:

` Dottie Bagnato, PO Box 805, Babylon, NY 11702
Helen Bagnato:  Get a preprinted label from Iris Gaffey or Dottie Bagnato.  

☩  Phone Numbers  and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers: 
Pastor Bill: (516) 581-5242 W Shishko@gmail.com 
Elder Jimmy Brewer: (516) 250-8953 JBrewer930@gmail.com
Elder John Vaeth: (631) 561-7392   ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Deacon Paul Toto: (516) 459-6814 Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩  Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  This is now a weekly part of our Haven life.   
After a few minutes to  mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in 

prayer.  We also periodically have guests for whom we have been praying.  Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting:  Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Join the meeting:  Join Zoom Meeting   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81510746353
Meeting ID: 815 1074 6353    

☩  Haven Food and Fellowship:   Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be 
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.   Here’s the schedule for the next few weeks:

Today:  Shishkos
03/14:  Brewers
03/21:  Vaeths
03/28: Matones

☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” 
site (Search The Haven, OPC)  Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com  

☩ Giving Last Sunday:  General Fund:   $3,463.00  (2021 weekly. budget:  $1,904.00)   

☩ Giving to The Haven:  Now we have both our official name and our new bank account.  Make 
your checks payable to “The Haven at Deer Park, Inc.”.  Many thanks to Paul and Kathy Toto for 
getting this accomplished
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about The Haven, OPC 

and its ministry

Question:  You emphasize “the Church” a lot at The Haven, OPC.   I’ve been hurt by the way 
church leaders have used their authority in other churches I’ve been in.  Can you help me with 
this?
Pastor Bill responds (pt. 2): 

Sadly, too often church authority can be abused rather than used as the Lord 
intended it.  The popularity of books like Churches That Abuse, The Subtle Power of 
Spiritual Abuse, and Recovering from Churches that Abuse show that you are not alone in 
the hurt you have experienced in some churches.   The church is a place in which people 
are meant to find guidance for their lives.  It is all too easy for church leaders to replace 
Christ’s authority with their authority.  And it is just as easy to replace the gracious, 
long-suffering love of God in Jesus Christ with the harsh, impatient and lordly dictates 
of aggravated overseers.  Truth becomes ugly, and people are turned away from the 
Lord rather than attracted to him.  The fallout from that is disastrous. 

The Bible teaches that there is to be submission to leadership in the church:
• We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and 

admonish you… (I Thessalonians 5:12)
• Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those 

who will have to .give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you.  (Hebrews 13:17)

• Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders, i.e. probably a reference to church 
elders (I Peter 5:5).

But the Bible also teaches that this authority is to represent the authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only King and Head of the Church.
• I, Paul…entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ. (II Corinthians 10:1)
• …the authority that the Lord has given me for building up and not for tearing down.  (II 

Corinthians 13:10).
• …not domineering over those in your charge, i.e replacing Christ’s lordship with your 

own, but being examples to the flock. (I Peter 5:3). 
We say that authority in the church is “ministerial and declarative not magisterial 

and legislative.”  Church authority is to declare the Word of God, ministering it in the 
name of and in the character of Christ.  It is most emphatically NOT authority to govern 
by human decrees in an overbearing, pompous, and arrogant manner.

What does the right use of church authority look like?   We’ll consider that next 
week.
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON

“Savior of the World”
Mark 7:24-30
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