
 

 

 

 

CATCHING UP: A Review 
 
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 

saved" (Acts 4:12 NIV). 
 
Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 

they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.  14 But since they could see the man 

who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.  15 So they ordered them to 

withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together.  16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they 

asked.  "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it.  17 

But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer 

to anyone in this name."  18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in 

the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey 

you rather than God.  20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."  21 After further 

threats they let them go.  They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God 

for what had happened.  22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.  

 
 

DEALING WITH THE HOT WATER 

Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests 

and elders had said to them.  

THE APOSTLES SOUGHT CHRISTIAN COMPANIONS    4:23 
 
 
Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25 Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
 
 
Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests 

and elders had said to them.  24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.  

THE APOSTLES WORSHIPED                           4:22-35 
 
 
2 Chronicles 20:1 (NASB) Now it came about after this that the sons of Moab and the sons of Ammon, together 

with some of the Meunites, came to make war against Jehoshaphat.  2 Then some came and reported to 

Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, out of Aram and behold, they 

are in Hazazon-tamar (that is Engedi)."  3 Jehoshaphat was afraid and turned his attention to seek the LORD, 

and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.  4 So Judah gathered together to seek help from the LORD; they even 

came from all the cities of Judah to seek the LORD. … 15 … and he said, "Listen, all Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: thus says the LORD to you, 'Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great 

multitude, for the battle is not yours but God's.  16 Tomorrow go down against them.  Behold, they will come up 
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by the ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the valley in front of the wilderness of Jeruel.  17 You 

need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O Judah 

and Jerusalem.'  Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out to face them, for the LORD is with you."  20 They 

rose early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa; and when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood 

and said, "Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the LORD your God and you will 

be established.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed."  21 When he had consulted with the people, he 

appointed those who sang to the LORD and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before the 

army and said, "Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness is everlasting."  22 When they began singing 

and praising, the LORD set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against 

Judah; so they were routed.  23 For the sons of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir 

destroying them completely; and when they had finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one 

another.  

 
 
Two Starting Realities 

Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, 

"You made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.  

1. They acknowledged God’s SOVEREIGNTY. 
 
 
 
Acts 4:25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: " 'Why do the nations 

rage and the peoples plot in vain?  26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against 

the Lord and against His Anointed One.' 

 
 
 
Acts 4:27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to 

conspire against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed.  28 They did what Your power and will had decided 

beforehand should happen.  

 
 
 
2. They acknowledged the OPPOSITION. 
 
 

John 16:33 (NIV) “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace.  In this world you will have 
trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 

 
 

2 Timothy 3:10 (NIV) You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings - what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 

Lystra, the persecutions I endured.  Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.  12 In fact, everyone who wants to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 
 
 
 



Acts 4:29 (NIV) Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to speak Your word with great 

boldness.  30 Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of Your 

holy servant Jesus. 

Three Consistent Requests 

1. They ask God to take NOTE of the threats that have been made. 
 

Romans 12:19 (NASB) Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 

 
 
2. They ask God for BOLDNESS to continue to preach. 
 
 
 
3. They ask God to AFFIRM His work. 
 
 
 
 
Four Startling Responses 

Acts 4:31a After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  

1. A PHYSICAL Affirmation 
 
 

John 5:17 (NASB) But He [Jesus] answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working." 
 
 
 
Acts 4:31b And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  

2. A SPIRITUAL Empowerment 
 
 
 
Acts 4:32 All the believers were one in heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, 

but they shared everything they had.  

3. A CORPORATE Unity 
 

John 17:23 (NIV) May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that You sent Me and have 
loved them even as You have loved Me. 

 
 
 
Acts 4:33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 

was upon them all.  34 There were no needy persons among them.   

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it 

at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  

4. PRACTICAL Ministries 
 



 
Acts 4:36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of 

Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.  

 
 
 

SOME CONCLUDING IDEAS 
 
1. Times of stress and opposition show what our faith is really like.  Do we go to God first? 
 
 
2. There is no substitute for God’s people. 
 
 
3. Worship reframes our perspective. 
 


