Theologies of Salvation Through the Cross of Christ
(Sometimes Called "Atonement Theologies")

The cross as a sacrifice
	Christ died as a sacrifice for sin to restore our relationship with God, in the same general way that animals were ritually slaughtered in Jewish festivals such as Passover.
	A sacrifice requires something given up, someone who gives it up, and someone who presides over the ceremony. Christ is all three. Christ is himself the sacrifice, and presides over the sacrifice as the priest. In his divinity he is not himself sinful and needed to sacrifice, but in his humanity he shares in our nature so that humanity is giving of itself (if you give something that is not of or belonging to yourself, you are not offering a sacrifice).


The cross as a victory
	Humanity is in debt/bondage/captivity to evil forces, and Jesus' death frees us.
	Many versions suggest that, through our sinfulness, the devil acquired some right to hold us in captivity. Origen understood Jesus' death as a ransom paid to the devil. Origen suggested that Jesus' death was a trick played on the devil: Christ appeared to be fully human and thus sinful, so the devil claimed his soul, but as a divinely sinless person, Jesus was beyond the devil's authority. Having been tricked into exceeding his authority, the devil lost all right to us. If you're familiar with the Narnia books, this seems to be what happens at the climax of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.
	Other, later versions do not spell it out in so much detail but still consider Jesus' death to have in some way enacted a change (in us? in God?) that frees us from bondage to hidden forces and makes possible a new mode of existence.


The cross as enabling forgiveness
	Similar to the cross as sacrifice, but without a role for the devil. God is fundamentally just and righteous. Our sins constitute wrongs done to God, frustrating God's intentions for our relationship.
	Christ's death is understood as "satisfaction"; a payment not made by us, but made on our behalf, so that our sins can be forgiven and the relationship can be restored. Now restored to a state of guiltlessness, we can continue to be regenerated and perfected in relationship with God.


The cross as a revelation
	Jesus' death reveals the love of God and reveals God's will to save us and be in relationship with us.
	In many versions this tends to relatively de-emphasize the differences between Jesus and humanity: God is present in Jesus the same way God is present in all of us, but simply to a greater degree. The uniqueness of the crucifixion event may also be de-emphasized: this is one of many examples of the way in which God is at work in us and within us.
	Nevertheless, in most versions it is not simply a demonstration of factual knowledge ("see how much God loves you") but also enables us to respond and engage in relationship.
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