
 
15 West 14th Street, Spencer, IA  51301 

www.bethluthspencer.com 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT – MARCH 14, 2021 – 9:00 AM 

Prelude: “When I Consider How the Father Loves” arr. Penny Rodriguez 

Welcome & Announcements 

Temple Talk: Lakeside Lutheran Camp Amy Ecklund & Brittney Swanson 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Gathering Song: “Here I Am to Worship” Screen 

Prayer of the Day 

First Reading Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Read responsively by verses 

Second Reading Ephesians 2:1-10 

Gospel Acclamation: “Listen God is Calling” ELW 513, v.1 

Gospel John 3:14-21 

Children’s Message & Sermon Pastor Jeff Geiger 

Hymn of the Day: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW 631, vv. 1-2 

The Apostles’ Creed 

The Prayers of the Church 
    Response: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW 752 

Offering: “Poured Out for You” arr. Austin North 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Words of Institution and the Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Communion, Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 

Benediction 

Sending Hymn: “We Are Called” ELW 720, vv. 1-2 

Dismissal 

Postlude: “Glorious Morning” arr. Jeffrey Andrews 

http://www.bethluthspencer.com/


 

Welcome to worship! Thank you for joining us today – here at Bethany 
and in our livestream to homes near and far away. It is our hope that each 
and every one of you experience the love of Christ this morning and His 
presence during our worship service today. 

Today is the fourth Sunday in Lent. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to 
focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them 
as lenses through which to view baptism. The fourth of the Old Testament 
promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to 
Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus 
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look 
to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, 
that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored 
relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. (Sundays & Seasons, 
copyright © 2021) 

Purple is the traditional color for the Season of Lent. Through the 
centuries, purple has symbolized pain, suffering, and therefore mourning 
and penitence, so it is the appropriate liturgical color for the Church to use 
in this penitential time of the year. 

A special welcome to Amy Ecklund and Brittney Swanson from Lakeside 
Lutheran Camp, sharing about upcoming opportunities at the camp. 

Our service includes Holy Communion. All who seek Christ’s true 
presence promised to us through the bread and wine, body and blood, are 
welcome and invited to commune. Drive up communion is available for our 
home viewers, following the service from 10:15-10:45am. Come to the north 
parking lot entry to receive the elements and a blessing. 

Our worship leaders today are Pastor Jeff Geiger, Deacon Lynn Egesdal 
and Elina Leander Ozolins. Many thanks to our worship volunteers today: 
Judy Hiemstra, reader; Kirk & Sue Andersen, greeters/ushers; Randy Phillips, 
Sandi Schmidt and Hannah Geiger, tech team; 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Health Concerns: Kent Baker, Lisa Baker, Gerald Koester, Linda Kunzmann, 
 Sandy Manwarren, Kim McCune, Marsha Nelson, Marv Umbrell; 
 Ken (Doc) & Val Manwarren (Greg Manwarren brother/sister-in-law) 
 Richard Kuehler (Matt Kuehler’s father); Ed Duffney (Lloyd Duffney’s son); 
 Duane Schneider (Twila Henning’s brother) 
 Greg Schroeder (Pastor Jeff Geiger’s cousin) 
 Sabrina Henning (Twila Henning’s daughter-in-law) 
Those who mourn: 
 Family of Denny Winterboer;  
 Family of Uwe Ozolins (Elina Leander-Ozolin’s brother) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Children (K—6) are welcome to stay for Sunday School 
after worship today. Class time runs from 10:15–11:15am. After Easter 
we will offer a Wednesday after school time from 4:00–5:15pm. The 
Wednesday lesson will be the same as the following Sunday’s lesson. 
Please let us know what time slot works for best for your family. Thanks! 

MIDWEEK SERVICES Midweek Lenten services are Wednesdays at 7pm – 
in person and on You Tube. We are using the Holden Evening Prayer 
service! Grab & go food (for a free-will donation) will be available. Drive 
through pick-up is from 6:00-6:30pm at the parking lot entrance and “to-
go” after worship in the Welcome Center as you are leaving. On 
Wednesday, March 17, Bethany’s Faith in Action Team are serving: 
Spaghetti with meat sauce, green beans, bread/roll and chocolate chip 
cookies. Free will donations will support Faith in Action outreach projects. 

FIRST COMMUNION Fifth and sixth grade students will be preparing for 
their first communion at classes on starting today and continuing on 
Sundays, March 21 & 28, from 10:15-11:45am in the church dining hall. 
You should have received an email and postcard. If you have a fifth or 
sixth grader and didn’t, please let us know (262-2327).  

EASTER LILIES These traditional Easter plants will beautify the sanctuary 
on Easter morning. Orders are being taken if you would like to purchase 
a lily to honor or remember a loved one for our Easter services. The cost 
is $10. Sign up at the Welcome Center by March 16. 

SIGN UP FOR CAMP BLC Confirmation Camp is set for Sunday, July 18--
Friday, July 23 at Lakeside Lutheran. Get signed up today! Both Lutheran 
Lakeside Camp and Ingham-Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp offer a variety 
of camps for all ages. To see what is available, log on to their websites: 
www.lutheranlakeside.com & www.okoboji.org. As a reminder, Bethany 
offers “camperships” for those who may need assistance. Camp can be a 
life-changing experience – check it out!! 

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS Bethany Lutheran Church 

is offering scholarship(s) to this spring’s graduating seniors who plan to 

attend a post-secondary educational program at a university, community 

college or trade school. Scholarship applications may be picked up at the 

church office beginning on March 15. Completed applications that are 

returned to the office by April 20 will be reviewed by the Scholarship 

Committee. Scholarship recipient(s) will be announced in May. 

http://www.lutheranlakeside.com/
http://www.okoboji.org/


WEBSITE UPDATE The new Bethany Lutheran Church website is up and 
running. Please take time to explore it and let us know if you are having 
trouble finding something. For those who haven’t visited our website 
before, log on to: www.bethluthspencer.com and check it out! 

VACCINATION INFORMATION Do you or does someone you know need 
information regarding COVID 19 vaccinations? We have set up a 
vaccination information station at the Welcome Center with a data sheet 
and “Vaccine Consent” forms for those who are unable to print one. Stop 
by to pick up information or give us a call and we will get a copy to you. 
If you have access to a computer, see the Spencer Hospital website 
(www.spencerhospital.org). 

THANK YOU!! 
I want to thank the prayer group and everyone for their prayers and 
support during my recent illness. Each day I am feeling better. Thanks be 
to God!  God bless, Corinne Dahl 

 

CALENDAR: 
Sunday, March 14 – Daylight Saving Time Begins 
 9:00 am Worship online & in-person  
 10:15 am Drive thru Communion 
 10:15 am Sunday School, First Communion Class 
Tuesday, March 16 
 10:00 am Staff Meeting (LE) 
 5:00 pm Service Rebroadcast-SMU Channel 2 
 6:00 pm Church Council 
Wednesday, March 17 - WOW – Check your Email! 
 10:00 am Service Rebroadcast-SMU Channel 2 
 10:00 am Prayer Group (via email) 
 12:00 pm Text Study 
 6:00 pm Grab & Go Supper (N. parking lot door, through 6:30pm) 
 7:00 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 
 7:30 pm Confirmation & BYG (Grab & Go Supper to go afterward) 
Saturday, March 20 
Bethany Herald April Newsletter Deadline 
 7:30 am Men of Bethany Bible Study via Zoom 
Sunday, March 21 
 9:00 am Worship online & in-person 
 10:15 am Drive through Communion, Sunday School 
 10:15 am First Communion Class for grades 5 & 6 

http://www.bethluthspencer.com/
http://www.spencerhospital.org/

