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 December 2020 Newsletter

A Word from
Pastor Lisa
Hmmmm.  Not the Christmas you hoped for?  Holidays
seem to have you down?  Missing family and friends? Do
you feel as if all the joy has been taken away?  I get that.  
I'm disappointed too.  I was hoping for a
vacation/getaway after Christmas.  This certainly is not
how we dreamed we would celebrate Scott's
retirement.  I desperately miss my children and
grandchildren.  There are days when I want to curl up
and sleep, days when I'm angry, days when I want to cry,
days when I feel overwhelmed, and there are certainly
days when my stress level is through the roof trying to
keep everyone happy, my family and all of you.  Maybe
I'm doing the holidays after all.  Certainly the stress is
here!

I guess what I want you to know is that it is ok to feel all
of those things and more.  This year is not like anything
we have done before.  It is really hard to do everything
different.  It's really hard to not just go out and run to
the store or grab a cup of coffee with a group of friends.  
But, when I'm not in my humbug mood I am aware that
there have also been some good things that have come
out of this year too.  I am grateful for real quality time
with my husband.  I cherish the time with grandkids and
kids on the phone or zoom or FaceTime or Snapchat
or....  I'll admit there have been days when it has been
nice to work from home.  It has been nice to have time
to read my Bible and spend time praying and writing
notes to drop in the mail.  There is something nice
about slowing down and looking at the lights on my tree
and listening to Christmas music and cuddling on the
couch with either Scott or the cat!

It's  kind of funny really, that we think that Christmas has
to be this huge event with loud music and crazy lights
and spending money and running around trying to go
to every concert and community event and plugging in
as much as we can to "make Christmas special" .Maybe
there is a lot of good that can come from this year.
Perhaps in the slowing down we can spend time
contemplating the gift of our Savior.  Maybe in the 

quietness of the night we can be intentional about
praying for peace in this world.  Maybe with the lights
twinkling instead of making fourteen different kinds of
cookies the smell of dinner coming from the kitchen will
encourage us to take a plate over to our neighbor.
Maybe this is the year you actually get the Christmas
cards sent bringing good news to someone who really
needs it

We like to think that we aren't really going to have
Christmas or that it isn't going to feel like Christmas this
year.  Maybe it hasn't really felt like Christmas the last
several.  Perhaps there is an empty chair at your table
and a hole in your heart that simply isn't going to be
filled. That first Christmas wasn't filled with loud music.
That first Christmas wasn't filled with all kinds of sweets.  
That first Christmas was filled with fear and the
unknown.  That first Christmas was filled with wonder
and awe.  That first Christmas was filled with Love. 

Love came down at Christmas.  God came down.  God
stooped down and loved you enough to come and be
with you.  No pandemic can stop that.  No disaster.  No
amount of anger or frustration or disappointment or
sadness or grief.  God is with you.  Love is with you right
where you are.  You are enough for today.  You are
enough for God to love.  Yes, this Christmas will look
different, but so did the first one!  Yes this Christmas
will look different and maybe that is a good thing!
Maybe during this Christmas instead of the glitz and
glitter and craziness, we remember that Christmas is
about Love.  God loves you.  May that be the most
precious part of this year, to remember that God
indeed loves you.

.Merry Christmas My Dear Ones,
Pastor Lisa



  December  Birthdays
Madison Staker- 1

Eric Stefan - 1
Kellie Shoemaker - 2

Cade Curtis - 4 
Brynn Petersen - 4

Emily Mugge - 6
Jessica Bergmann - 9

Merlin Freese - 10
Linda Nielsen - 10

Kennedy Syhlman - 10
Allyson Crotty - 12
Andy Klipping - 13
Tim Klipping - 13

Arianna Hankins - 14
Kristine Nielsen - 14
Patricia Welter - 14

Jean Loger - 15
Charlie Nuss - 16

Karli Lotts - 18
Trisha Weichers - 18
Cooper Bakker - 19
Alice Hansen - 20

Duane Mueller - 20
Nicholas Reinicke - 20

Sutton Six - 21
Carlene Stage - 23
Bernice Craig - 24
Erin Dargan - 24

Kathryn Petersen Hinds - 24
Brenda Cooper - 25
Waylon Syhlman - 27
Pam Kirkpatrick - 28
Ty Vandehaar - 28
Erhart Bern - 29
Abby Brekke - 29
Steve Nielsen - 29
Lisa Dietrich - 30
Jeff Sandlin - 30
Doug Dall - 31

Megan Griffith - 31
 
 

Please Keep Them In Your Prayers
Sue Green & Cousin Jenny - surgery for kidney transplant & recovery
Jeff Sandlin- member recovering from Covid
Bernice Craig-member recovering from broken femur
Mary Mommer- member with multiple health concerns
Amy Jensen- member with cancer
Florence Freese-member in hospice care
Mike Juhl- Richard & Joann Juhl's son who has ALS
Mike Dufel- member with on-going recovery from farm accident
Gloria Dietrich- Scott Dietrich's mother with heart concerns
Jim Campbell- member continuing to heal from an accident
All those suffering from Covid

If you want to be added to the prayer list, contact the church office at 319-
989-2065, Pastor Lisa (319-243-8135) or Intern Andy (641-844-4704).

 

December  Anniversaries
Larry & Jeanne Guthrie - 15
Waylon & Michelle Bern - 18

Roy & Audrey Stefan - 27
Eric & Darla Andersen - 29

Jim & Jannan Marx - 29 
Don & Letha Petersen - 30 

 

Pastor Lisa & Scott- "Thank you so much for
the cards, text messages, phone calls, and food
that was amazing, and all of the prayers while
both Scott and I were recovering from Covid! We
were both so very lucky!  We are doing much
better and have retested to make sure we are ok
to be around people we need to be around and
are happy to say that that test came back
negative!  Please my dear ones do your best to
stay safe and healthy, you may be ok getting the
virus but someone you may expose to it may not
be.  Praying in gratitude for all of you and
praying for your good health."

Stacie Waters - a victim of the recent Dike
apartment fire. "I want to thank you for going
above & beyond with all the help you've given
our family and the others. Thank  you for
sending the gift cards and for the offerings.  It
will be forever appreciated from the bottom of
our hearts."

DNH Elementary Teachers - Art & Bev,
Shannon,  Sue and Sharon - Thank you for the
food donations for the elementary teacher
meals this past week. See the note sent by the 
 teachers.. 



Confirmation Students
Our confirmation students continue to meet on Zoom and
during December we will conclude our study of the 10
commandments.  Our last class in December will be
December 2nd and then we will resume in the new year on
January 13th and begin taking a look at the Apostle's Creed.

This year we have 13 students in confirmation and it can make
for lively conversations!  While we are on Zoom we aren't able
to play Hungry, Hungry Hippo or Giant Jenga but we still find
ways to be silly while at the same time learning the wonderful
teachings of how to be a disciple.

Angel Tree for Bremwood
Please remember the students at Bremwood this
holiday season by a monetary donation.  Send
your check  to the church office  by December
14th.  Please be sure to designate  that your
donation is for Bremwood.  Thank you.

Wine at Nine!
Wine at Nine will continue through the month of
December with the exception of Christmas Eve & New
Years Eve.  If you have not joined in on this group, you are
encouraged to check it out!  We meet for simple
fellowship time and mutual support.  Maybe you feel you
are doing ok, that's fantastic!  However, consider joining
on Thursday nights at 9:00 pm to support those who are
now in deep quarantine in senior housing or because they
are simply at too high of a risk to leave their homes!  This
is a really important ministry to some of our members and
invite all of you to check it out!  You might just find you
need this group too!!

Advent Daily Devotion Videos
Pastor Lisa has recorded a daily Advent Video that will be sent
to you each day in email and also posted on the church's
Facebook page.  These videos take a look at a Psalm and an
Advent or Christmas hymn as well as a short (3-5 minute)
devotion from pastor.  We hope that you enjoy and take
advantage of these daily opportunities during this holy season. 

Matthew Bible Study
Our Matthew Bible Study will wrap up with our last
session on December 7th.  We have  had a great time
looking at some of the common themes in Matthew's
gospel and it has been a lot of fun to have a very diverse
group attend these 7 sessions!  Watch for another Bible
Study to begin in the new year!

Offering Statements 
Year end statements will be sent out in January.  Your
offerings must be received by Monday, December 28th to be
recorded for the 2020 tax year.  Any contributions received
after that time will be recorded in the 2021 tax year.

On-Line Giving 
Fredsville offers on-line giving through Vanco- a secure
financial service.  You can find more information at 
 http://www.fredsvillelutheran.org/online-giving/.  We
also have a detailed instructions printed-out which is
available at the church office.

 Baptism - December 12th

 
 
 
 
 

Emma Margaret Staker 
Born on 12/10/19
Parents -Eric & Kristen Staker 
Grandparents - David & Brenda Rader
Randy & Diane Staker
Sponsors- Holly Myers, Adam & Jason
Staker

 



News from the Fall In-Gathering
The quilters made 42 quilts & 4 layette sets for the Fall-
Ingathering held on Saturday, November 7th at St. Timothy's
Church in Hudson.  Audrey Stefan delivered the quilts on behalf
of the Fredsville's Quilters.  

150th Anniversary Update
Fredsville's 150th Anniversary Celebration for 2021 has been put
on "hold" for now due to the pandemic.

Listen to Sermons On-line
Go to www.fredsvillelutheran.orgYear-end reports from committees

are due December 15th.
 

The Annual Meeting is scheduled
for February 14th at 10:30 a.m.

Fredsville remains closed until
the positivity rate in Grundy
County drops below 15% for 2
consecutive weeks.

The Countdown to Christmas has Started!
Believe it or not, November 29, 2020 is the first Sunday of Advent,
which means a lot of things:
1) The church calendar has flipped (it’s a new church year)!
2) Christmas is almost here, officially!
3) There might be a lasting snow in the forecast.
4) The tradition of Advent Calendars has moved digital this year!

I realize that a few of those things are a bit of non-sense, but they
remain true nonetheless. Here at Fredsville we want to help you
countdown the days until Christmas from the safety of your own
computer! That’s why we have developed an online Advent
Calendar for you all to enjoy and put to good use.

Every day in Advent (November 29 thru December 24) there will be
a Facebook post and a YouTube Video release that is the Advent
Calendar. It will look like this:

It will be visible about 6:00 pm CST every day. There is music, the
date and either a prayer or an activity that could be utilized by the
whole family sometime during the advent season. As we anxiously
await the Good News of Jesus’ birth, let us find ways to stay
connected to our family and friends through this upside-down time
—our hope is that this is one of those ways! Peace and blessings to
you and yours this Holiday season.



 

Dear Members,

Grace and Peace be with you

I think we can all agree that this year has been anything but normal.  With the Covid Virus hanging over
our heads it feels like I have not seen many of you for several years.  I know in reality it has only been
going on 10 months.  We pray for a vaccine to get this virus under control so once again we can gather
in the name of our Lord and worship as a family once again.

I just wanted to say thank you to all of you who continue to make Fredsville the caring congregation it is.  
A lot of you are working behind the scenes to keep in contact with congregation members and keeping
projects alive either virtually, in person, or financially.  I could not be prouder of you.

I know that we have a number of members struggling at the moment with work or loss of work;
business struggling or closing; there are hardships everywhere. Fredsville is also feeling the pinch
financially.  We are more than $20,000 behind in our annual budget.  I know that the end of the year
normally brings in more money than the summer months but I just want to remind our members of our
financial situation.  If you are financially able to contribute a little more to help us out it will be much
appreciated.  If you are not able, we understand and hope you continue to support us in other ways.
We pray that next year will be more normal.

We depend on the generosity of our members to fund our ministry.  Please continue to support our
mission by continually looking out for your neighbors.

In Christ,
The Church Council

 
"Fredsville is a caring Christian community welcoming all people to celebrate God's love and grace through worship and service"

               Phone: 319-989-2065                   email: fredsville@fredsvillelutheran.org                         www.fredsvillelutheran.org 



 The Intern's Corner
A Monthly Reflection!
By Intern Andy Graves

 
 

 

Well church, here we are again!

It’s Advent, which means Christmas is just around the corner, which means the New Year is almost here,
but that means it’s still 2020—the year that just keeps on giving!

To be honest with you, I’m not sure I have words for you this month. I have tried several times to construct
a witty, uplifting, and spiritual piece for your reading pleasure, but it has fallen short each time. Instead of
leaving you with nothing, I have decided to put words here that have been meaningful to me over the past
months and hope that you too find them inspiring and uplifting. Please, pray with me:

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves, when our dreams have come true because we have
dreamed too little, when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore.

 

Disturb us, Lord, when with abundance of things we possess we have lost our thirst for the waters of life;
having
 fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity and in our efforts to build a new earth, we have 
allowed our vision of the new Heaven to dim.

 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas where storms will show your mastery; where
 losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes; and to push
 into the future in strength, courage, hope and love. Amen!

 

May we find God ever present in our lives. May we lean into the promises of the Gospel—the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. May we remember to whom we belong, that we are beloved children of
God. May we be able to look back on these days and spot the strength, the courage, the hope and the love
that got us through.

This year is not over yet. This life is not over yet. There is still time to live, love, and laugh with each other, so
let’s do that. Let’s live, love, and laugh together from now on!

Who knows… it might make all the difference!

In the end, know that I am here to listen, to talk, to laugh, or to cry with. I am just a phone call, an email, or a
messenger pigeon away, don’t hesitate to reach out! 

In God’s Service,
Intern Andy Graves



December 2020, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story 

Merry Christmas from LSI! 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! This year has been challenging for all of us, and we are grateful for
the Iowans who have stepped up just for the sake of giving and helping LSI in 2020. Thank you for bringing the light
of Christ to your neighbors who rely on these important services! 

At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know parents who feel hopeless, with little resources
to raise their young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, with no support system or
connection to their community. We know teens who are aging out of foster care, who fear they will never have a
forever family to love them. 

The holidays can be an especially difficult time for our neighbors who are so often overlooked in our society. In the
spirit of giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of working together, let us stand with them and lift them up this
Christmas season. If you would like to learn more about how you can support Iowa children and families, contact
Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563.676.2065 or
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. LSI is also available to provide a customized virtual shared ministry opportunity
for your congregation. If you would like to share the message of LSI with your community, please contact our Waverly
office at 319.352.2630 to get started.
 

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of
LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations.  Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Continuum of Care  

As she prepared to celebrate her 18th birthday, Sam was also preparing to age out of foster care. She had lived with
her foster mom, Marty, for years and Marty wanted to ensure Sam had a smooth transition into adulthood. That’s
when they signed up for LSI’s Host Homes program. 
 

Provided through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, Host Homes provides personalized care for Iowans with
disabilities who find greater success living in a private family home instead of a busier community living environment
with roommates. Individuals are carefully matched with a Host Homes mentor and live with them in their home,
where they can build strong relationships and become better engaged with their communities. 
 

Marty became a Host Homes mentor so Sam could continue living in her home and receive the same care and
support she was used to. Sam is thriving and Marty gets to continue walking alongside her as she builds a
bright future full of independence. They work on Sam’s goals every day, including cooking and planning meals. Marty
especially loves fishing and going on picnics with Sam and as a Host Homes mentor, she can continue serving as a
foster parent to other Iowa teens.



Do You Know  Your Hymns?
Dentist's Hymn                            Crown Him with Many Crowns.
Weatherman's Hymn                  There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor's Hymn                      The Church's One Foundation
Tailor's Hymn                               Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer's Hymn                              There's a Green Hill Far Away
Politician's Hymn                         Standing on the Promises!
Optometrist's Hymn                   Open My Eyes That I Might See
IRS Agent's Hymn                        I Surrender All
Gossip's Hymn                            Pass it On
Electrician's Hymn                      Send the Light
Shopper's Hymn                         Sweet Bye and Bye
Realtor's Hymn                           I've Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop
Massage Therapist's Hymn       He Touched Me

And for those who speed on the highway - a few hymns:
55 mph          God Will Take Care of You
75 mph          Nearer My God to Thee
85 mph          This World is Not my Home
95 mph          Lord, I'm Coming Home
100 mph        Precious Memories
 

Give me a sense of humor, Lord.  give me the grace to see a joke, to get
 some humor out of life, and pass it onto other folks.

Tis the Season to Serve
Day 1:   Leave a Treat in Secret on Someone's Front Porch
Day 2:   Read a Christmas Story to a Loved One Via ZOOM
Day 3:   Send an Advent Greeting to a Church Member
Day 4:   Do a Secret  Chore for a Family Member
Day 5:   Buy a Present for a Child or Family in Need
Day 6:   Make a Christmas Craft to Share With Someone
Day 7:   Send a Card to Someone At a Nursing Home
Day 8:   Have a Christmas Dance Party Invite Others VIA Social Media
Day 9:   Donate Food to Your Local Food Bank
Day 10:  Candy Cane Bomb a Parking Lot or a Neighborhood
Day 11:  Deliver a Treat to Those Who Work as First Responders
Day 12:  Fill the Washing Machines with Quarters at a Laundromat
Day 13:  Call Someone and Sing Them a Christmas Carol Over the Phone
Day 14:  Start a Conversation with Someone New or Play with a New Friend
Day 15:  Clean Up Litter Outside
Day 16:  Donate Used Clothes, Toys, or Books
Day 17:  Thank a Teacher
Day 18:  Have a Candlelight Dinner Together as a Family
Day  19:  Shop at a Small Local Business
Day 20:  Leave the Mail Carrier a Note or Treat
Day 21:  Drive Around & Look at Christmas Lights & Come Home & Drink Hot Chocolate
Day 22:  Pay for a Stranger's Coffee, Lunch, or Shopping or Leave a Big Tip for a Server
Day 23:  Act Out the Christmas Story with Your Family or Read it Out Loud Together
Day 24:  Draw a Picture of the Nativity and Share it On Social Media
Day 25:  Write 3 Service Goals for Next Year as a Gift to Jesus.  Happy Birthday, Jesus!



Council Minutes
November 22, 2020

        General Fund: $27,084.62
        Building Fund: $6,073.22
        Memorial Fund: $20,949.03

Attendance:  Pastor Lisa, Intern Andy Graves, Linda Nielsen, Shannon Mikkelsen, Matt Opoien, Art Lupkes, Cara
Lott, Kathi Heide, Trey Nuss, Lance Loger, Pat Pruisner   Absent: Heidi Mounce

Call to Order: Pastor Lisa

Devotions: Pastor Lisa

Treasurer’s Report: Linda Nielsen
1.     As of October 31, 2020:

Secretary’s Report:  Shannon Mikkelsen / Art Lupkes
1.     Minutes from 9/23/2020: Approved via email Cara- 1st,  Lance- 2nd

 

New Business Discussed:
1.     Art attended an online meeting with Acting Bishop Andrea DeGroot Nesdahl.  

 a.      Ideas for online services, online prayer sessions, zoom fellowship
 b.      Synod Pastor online sermons are available for December (however, Pastor felt that she

                        and Andy should be able to handle the services and these may not be utilized at
                        this time).  

 c.       June 11-13 synod assembly (virtual)
 d.       Jan 11, 2020 meeting for church treasurers and finance people.  (Linda to try to attend.)

2.      All in-person services have been cancelled for the month of December.  Online services will still be 
         available. (Note: It was also mentioned that all in-person services have been cancelled for the
         Methodist Church until Jan 10, 2021.  We have rules in place that will help us determine when  
         Fredsville will be able to open again for in-person worship.)
3.      Endowment Committee needs to know if $10,000 is needed for intern support and expenses. 

a.      Per Jan 6, 2020 meeting, the endowment committee approved a motion to support the
                      intern ministry with up to $10,000 provided from the endowment fund if needed
                      by the end of the year.

b.      For reference:  the endowment fund is meant to provide funds under 4 main umbrellas as  
         outlined in our constitution:

i.           Missions of the ELCA
                                     

ii.          The ELCA synod to which we belong and the local community – grants for seminary
             students and social service agencies, etc.

                                        

iii.         Scholarships and grants to those attending camps, leadership conferences and 
             post-secondary education including college and seminary.

                                        

iv.         Capital improvements

                        
                                                                                       continued on next page



        Cemetery: 
        Farm: 
        Endowment: 
        Finance: 
        Property: 
        Mutua lMinistry:
        Intern Support Team: 
        WorshipTeam: 
        Service Team: 
        Proclamation Team: 
        Ministry Support Team:

 Sunday Jan 3 @ 5:30PM via ZOOM

    c.       2020 has proved to be an unusual year.  The council feels that the intern position fits under 3  
              of  these umbrellas.   
     d.      Shannon made a motion to utilize these funds for intern support and expenses.  2nd Matt.  All in
              favor.

4.     Mark your calendars: Annual Meeting has been set for February 14, 2021.  
     a.      Annual Reports are due by December 15, 2020.  Becky will be sending out a notification.  Please
             get those back to her ASAP.

5.     Nomination Committee will be meeting to discuss positions for next year.  If you have any interest, 
        please reach out to Pastor Lisa. 

a.      Going off Council: Matt Opoien, Pat Pruisner and Shannon Mikkelsen 
b.      Endowment: Darla Andersen, Jane Christensen, Trish Weichers (eligible for another term)
c.       Farm: Jarrod Bakker
d.       Cemetery:  Scott Dietrich (eligible for another term) 

6.    Clothing Closet will be open by appointment only.  We are currently overflowing with clothes (thank
        you!) that can be utilized by those who need them.  Please call the church office if you would like to 
        set  up an appointment.  We will be reaching out to school counselors to make them aware and 
        perhaps get an email out to the school population.
7.    Discussion on church envelopes.  There is a list of those that still would like to receive them.

              They will be ordered and sent out only to those who have requested them.
8.     A letter was received from the NE Iowa Synod thanking us for meeting our goal of $5000 and the

              $1500 for the leadership and scholarship fund.
 

Old Business Discussed:
1.      Government PPP loan was received and was placed in the bank in May.  Paperwork has been filed for
         loan forgiveness.

 

2.      Intern Andy new software package by Tithe-ly has been put on hold until the end of the year.
 

Committee Reports:

 

Pastor Report:
1.      Pastor is recovering from testing positive for Covid-19.  She has now tested negative.

 

Intern Report: 
1.      Andy has given us all an update on Megan’s situation with Frederika. 

a.      Frederika has voted to end Megan’s contract effective Dec 22.
b.      There may be other opportunities within the synod, perhaps with Tripoli. 

2.      Andy has taken the lead on the quarantine social media experience. 
3.      Semester started Sept 7.  Graduation day is May16.  
4.      Andy is registered for full time classes next semester. 10-11 credits.

 

Next Council Meetings: 

 

Respectfully Submitted: Shannon Mikkelsen, Secretary
 
 



General Fund:  $25,662.69
Building Fund:  $9,892.22
Memorial Fund:  $20,949.03

Celebrated the confirmation of 4 youth, Kennedy Shylman, Drew Petersen, Mandelyn Norton and 

We moved two men into the villa - they are victims of a fire in Dike.
Average worship in person attendance is around 22.
Worship online continues.
New granddaughter born during our council meeting.

Council Minutes
November 1, 2020

Attendance:  Pastor Lisa, Intern Andy Graves, Linda Nielsen, Shannon Mikkelsen, Matt Opoien, Art Lupkes, Cara Lott,
Heidi Mounce, Lance Loger, Trey Nuss.    Absent: Pat Pruisner, Kathy Heide.Call to Order:  Art Lupkes

Devotions: Inter Andy Graves

Treasurer’s Report:  Linda Nielsen

   Contributions are still down more the $20,000 in the general fund compared to last year.
 

Secretary’s Report:  by Art Lupkes for Shannon Mikkelsen
Minutes from September 20, 2020 meeting approved via email.  Pat 1st and Lance 2nd

 

New Business Discussed:
1.  Andy’s gave update on Tithe.ly saying he has not gotten a response back from the people who will use the   
     system.  Maybe reach out again the end of the year/
2.  Services went well with 20 to 30 in attendance.  There we more for the special confirmation service.
3.  With Pastor testing positive for Covid 19 and the recent increase of more than 2000 cases state wide, Art 

            asked if the Council should set guidelines other than school closing.  The matter was discussed at length and
            it was felt we would set a limit.  If we reach a rate of 15% of positive cases in the county, we will not open 
            the church for in house worship; only online services will be delivered.  When the cases go below 15% for 
            two consecutive weeks we can open again to indoor worship. We hope and pray this will help contain the
           spread of Covid 19.  

4.  Christmas Eve worship recommendations from the Worship and Music Committee were reviewed, discussed 
     and approved as follows;

a.  Dec 23 two services first at 3:30 PM and second at 7:00 PM
b.  Dec 24 two services first at 3:00 PM and second at 7:00 PM

 

Formal reservation will be sent to congregation with RSVP request for time, date and number attending.
Tickets will be sent back if space is available for time period requested.  Our facility can only accommodate
around 50 members in the sanctuary in one setting so be sure to send a first and second request, when
reserving your time.

5.   The 2021 Budget of $235,184 was received from the Finance Committee.  Council members reviewed the 
      budget at length and finally ended up with a budget of $239,046 for the year 2021.  This budget will be 
      presented to the congregation for final approval.  The time and date will be determined at the next council 
      meeting on November 22.

Pastor's Report: 

              Shelby Ohrt. 

                                                                                                                                Continued on next page  



Continue posting daily devotions on Facebook.
Classes are going well.
Was approved by faculty for Ordination.

November 22, 2020 @ 5:30 via Zoom

 Intern's Report:   

Next Council Meeting:

Respectfully Submitted:  Art Lupkes, Council President
 

Christmas Services will
only be on-line  due to
Covid-19.  They will be
placed on Fredsville's

Facebook page and sent
out in an email.

The Clothes Closet will
be opened by

appointment only by
contacting the church

office at 989-2065. 
 Please spread the word

to those in need.  

Dear Pastor, I saw in the Farm
Bureau Spokesman that you had a
food pantry, distribuiting in Dike, and
wanted to send this enclosed
donation.  I grew up on a farm near
Hudson that I still own and attended
Zions Lutheran Church.  I know times
have been hard for farmers as well as
others in the community.  God bless
you and your congregation for
helping those in need!     
Joan & Walt Eccard, 
Shallotte, North Carolina.


