
Sermon Notes
Text: Various

Intro:

Many of us can share stories of answered prayer, and stories of 
unanswered prayer. It’s confusing trying to understand why some 
prayers get answered and others don’t, especially when we read some 
passages of scripture:

i.e. John 14:12-14; 15:7; 16:23-24; Luke 11:9-10

Unanswered prayer is typically understood in light of 3 things: God’s 
world, God’s war and God’s will.

1. God’s World

God’s world has natural laws. Miracles require God to break natural 
laws. 

Some prayer request conflict with others. A bride’s sunny wedding day is 
a farmer’s dry crop. 

1 Peter 4:12

2. God’s War

Many will exist in the world which are in opposition to God, resisting his 
work. 

Daniel Chapter 10 - Daniel’s answer to prayer was delayed by a 
demonic power. 

Ephesians 6:11-12

3. God’s Will 

Some prayers are opposed by God himself for reasons we may never be 
able to understand. 

If God always answered “yes” to my prayers, his involvement in my life 
would be limited to my imagination.

Conclusion:

Don’t give up in prayer unless God tells you to stop asking. Persevere!

1 Peter 3:4,8-9

Unanswered prayer can be process by praying prayers of lament (See 
Psalm 13 or Psalm 79 for examples. 

www.betheltab.ca Bethel Church - Sunday March 14, 2021 - Pastor Dave Funk

Prayer for Normal People:  
Unanswered Prayer

http://www.betheltab.ca


Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. If you found a magic lamp with a genie who offered to grant you 
three wishes, what would you wish for? Why doesn’t God work more 
like a genie?

Study & Discussion:

1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Read John 14:12-14; 15:7; 16:23-24 and Luke 11:9-10. Don’t these 
verses make it sound like more of our prayers should be answered? 
What reasons do people typically give when asked about why God 
doesn’t answer prayer? Did you learn any new things about that 
question from the sermon?

3. Unanswered prayer can usually be explained by one of 3 issues: 
God’s World, God’s War or God’s Will. What stands out to you about 
these? Can you think of any prayers in your life that have been 
unanswered because of one of these?

4. How do you process the disappointment of unanswered prayer? 
Have you ever tried a prayer of Lament?  

5. Read Psalm 13 & Psalm 79 together. Talk about how these laments 
help with processing pain. 

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Praying a Lament

Our prayer practice this week is to pray a prayer of lament. Lamenting is 
one of the ways we can process the pain of unanswered prayer in a 
healthy and healing way. A prayer of lament is basically a prayer 
expressing our frustration and confusion. The agony of unanswered 
prayer. 

• To begin, read aloud Psalm 13, or Psalm 79…or any other Psalm of 
lament. 

• Then bring to mind an unanswered prayer in your own life. Spend a 
few moments sitting in silence, feeling the weight of the burden of 
that unanswered prayer. 

• Now pray a prayer of lament based on the unanswered prayer 
you’re thinking of. Be open and honest, sharing your true feelings 
with God. 

• Finish your prayer by singing a song of worship, or expressing your 
continued trust in God regardless of how things turn out. 

For more information and practical tips, head over to betheltab.ca/
thewayofjesus and click on prayer.
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