
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 ~ Lent Four 

Welcome 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 

Song – Amazing Grace1 
 

Amazing grace!– how sweet the sound– that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 



Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Readings 

   

 Numbers 21:4-9  
 

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God 

and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord 

sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 

Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking 

against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” 

So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous 

serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So 

Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 Psalm 107 - Video 

  

 Ephesians 2:4-10 
 

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when 

we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches 

of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of 

works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 



The Holy Gospel according to John 3:14-21 
 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 

condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light 

has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 

were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their 

deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’  The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: God Loved the World2 
 

God loved the world so that he gave his only Son the lost to save, 

that all who would in Him believe should everlasting life receive. 
 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, who was made flesh and suffered death; 

all who confide in Christ alone are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

All glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be praise now and eternally! 
 

Marking the Anniversary of the Pandemic 
 

We mark the first anniversary of the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic by the 

World Health Organization. Over the past year, many have suffered pain and loss, and 

all of us have faced hardship or disruption. Yet, we also have experienced God’s 

presence in new and meaningful ways, witnessing the resiliency of God’s people when 

we trust in God’s presence. Therefore, our testimony is that, in the midst of darkness, 

uncertainty, and fear, we are not alone. As we mark this day, we weep with those who 

mourn and suffer and serve. Yet, we also look forward in confidence, trusting God’s 

power to heal and deliver the creation God called into life and continues to love. 
 

In silence we wait; you come to us, O God. Bring us your light… 

(moment of silence) 



Prayers of the People:   We pray: Hear us O God… and respond: Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy Communion (Zoom Only) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Song – What Wondrous Love Is This3 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,  

when I was sinking down, sinking down,  

when I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown,  

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,  

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.  
 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;  

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;  

And when from death I'm free I'll sing His love for me,  

And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on;  

And through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Dismissal  L: Go in peace, joined together in Christ. C: Thanks be to God  
 

1 ELW hymn #779, vs. 1-4. In the Public Domain 
 
2 ELW hymn #323, vs. 1, 2, & 5. In the Public Domain 

 
3 ELW hymn #666, vs. 1, 2, & 4. Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent. Music: W. Wlaker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. 

Christensen. Arr. ©1995 Augsburg Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A736240 

 

                                                 


