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THE ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER 

Beginning on page 21 of the Book of Common Prayer 
  

Minister. O LORD, open thou our lips; 
People. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us;  
People. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Here, all standing up, the Minister shall say: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
People. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
Minister. Praise ye the Lord; 

People. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 
 

 HE heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. 

2 One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another. 
3 There is neither speech nor language : but their voices are heard among them. 
4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their words into the ends of the 
world. 
5 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : which cometh forth as a 
bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. 
6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto 
the end of it again : and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart : the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : the judgements of the 
Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
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10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also 
than honey, and the honey-comb. 
11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and in keeping of them there is 
great reward. 
12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse thou me from my secret 
faults. 
13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion 
over me : so shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart : be alway 
acceptable in thy sight, 
15 O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 
 
Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium 
 

 OD is our hope and strength : a very present  help in trouble. 
2 Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though the 

hills be carried into the midst of the sea; 
3 Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the mountains shake at 
the tempest of the same. 
4 The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : the holy place 
of the tabernacle of the most Highest. 
5 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : God shall help 
her, and that right early. 
6 The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : but God hath 
shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
8 O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction he hath 
brought upon the earth. 
9 He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he breaketh the bow, and knappeth 
the spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 
10 Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the heathen, 
and I will be exalted in the earth. 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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The First Lesson is written in the Book of Genesis, the forty-eighth chapter, beginning at the 
eighth verse: 

When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, ‘Who are these?’ Joseph said to his father, ‘They are my sons, 
whom God has given me here.’ And he said, ‘Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them.’ Now 
the eyes of Israel were dim with age, and he could not see well. So Joseph brought them near him; and 
he kissed them and embraced them. Israel said to Joseph, ‘I did not expect to see your face; and here 
God has let me see your children also.’ Then Joseph removed them from his father’s knees,and he 
bowed himself with his face to the earth. Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand towards 
Israel’s left, and Manasseh in his left hand towards Israel’s right, and brought them near him. But 
Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his 
left hand on the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands, for Manasseh was the firstborn. He blessed 
Joseph, and said, ‘The God before whom my ancestors Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has 
been my shepherd all my life to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all harm, bless the 
boys; and in them let my name be perpetuated, and the name of my ancestors Abraham and Isaac; 
and let them grow into a multitude on the earth.’ 

When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he 
took his father’s hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. Joseph said to his 
father, ‘Not so, my father! Since this one is the firstborn, put your right hand on his head.’ But his 
father refused, and said, ‘I know, my son, I know; he also shall become a people, and he also shall be 
great. Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a 
multitude of nations.’ So he blessed them that day, saying, ‘By you Israel will invoke blessings, saying, 
“God make you like Ephraim and like Manasseh.” ’ 

So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. Then Israel said to Joseph, ‘I am about to die, but God will be 
with you and will bring you again to the land of your ancestors. I now give to you one portion more 
than to your brothers, the portion that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with 
my bow.’Here endeth the first lesson. 

THE OFFICE HYMN:  

The royal banners forward go; 
The cross shows forth redemption's flow, 
Where He, by whom our flesh was made, 

Our ransom in His flesh has paid: 
 

2 Where deep for us the spear was dyed, 
Life's torrent rushing from His side, 

To wash us in the precious flood 
Where flowed the water and the blood. 



 
 

 
3 Fulfilled is all that David told 
In sure prophetic song of old. 

That God the nations' king should be 
And reign in triumph from the tree. 

 
4 On whose hard arms, so widely flung, 
The weight of this world's ransom hung, 

The price of humankind to pay 
And spoil the spoiler of his prey. 

 
5 O Tree of beauty, tree most fair, 
Ordained those holy limbs to bear: 

Gone is thy shame, each crimsoned bough 
Proclaims the King of Glory now. 

 
6 To Thee, eternal Three in One, 
Let homage meet by all be done; 

As by the cross Thou dost restore, 
So guide and keep us evermore.  Amen.  

Gonfalon Royal 
Percy Buck 1871-1947 

Latin Venantius Fortunatus 530-609  
Tr  J.M. Neale 1818-66 

Magnificat. St Luke 1. 46. 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded / the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold, from henceforth / all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; / and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the humble and 
meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  
He remembering his mercy / hath holpen his servant Israel;  
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As he promised to our forefathers, / Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen.  

The Second Lesson is written in the Gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter, beginning 
at the eleventh verse. 
 
The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test 
him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why does this generation ask for a sign? 
Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.’ And he left them, and getting into the 
boat again, he went across to the other side. 
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in 
the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees 
and the yeast of Herod.’ They said to one another, ‘It is because we have no bread.’ And 
becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you talking about having no bread? Do 
you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to 
see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ They 
said to him, ‘Twelve.’ ‘And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces did you collect?’ And they said to him, ‘Seven.’ Then he said to them, ‘Do you not yet 
understand?’ 
 
Here endeth the second lesson. 
 
Nunc Dimittis. St Luke 2.29. 

ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, / according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, / which thou hast prepared before 

the face of all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, / and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end.  
Amen. 

 
Then shall be said or sung the Confession of the Faith, called the Apostles’ Creed. 

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
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Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of 
Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

And after the Creed these prayers following, all devoutly kneeling, the Minister first pronouncing: 
The Lord be with you; 

People. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
UR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 
Then the Priest standing up shall say: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:  And grant us thy salvation.  
Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen;  
People:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
Priest: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  
People:  And make thy chosen people joyful.  
Priest: O Lord, save thy people;  
People:  And bless thine inheritance.  
Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
People:  And evermore mightily defend us.  
Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
People:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
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 RANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds 
do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of thy grace may 

mercifully be relieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

The Second Collect, for Peace. 

 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils. 
IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
THE ANTHEM: 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,  

But have everlasting life. 
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

But that the world through Him might be saved. 
John Stainer 1840-1901 John 3:16-17 

HYMN:  
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

 
2 For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light: 

 
3 For the joy of human love, 
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brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 

pleasures pure and undefiled:  
 

4 For each perfect gift of thine, 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 

flowers of earth and buds of heaven:  
 

5 For thy church which evermore 
lifteth holy hands above, 

offering up on every shore 
her pure sacrifice of love,' 

Dix 
As adapted by William Henry Monk 1823-89 

F.S. Pierpoint 1835-1917 

 
A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when 

two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: 
Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

2 Corinthians 13:14. 
HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 
St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston 

The Ven. David Selzer, Interim Dean 
Brad Barbeau, Interim Director of Music 
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