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My most churlish self hopes this summer is the worst ever.

Cold…foggy…rainy…with buzzing-swarms of deer and horse flies…and black flies and 
mosquitoes. Not to mention marauding bears and raccoons. 

Hopefully, there will also be construction on every highway heading north and thunderstorms in 
abundance.   

That way, the new campers who have booked ALL the campsites in the Provincial Parks online 
will have a horrible time and never try it again. Maybe they will run out of toilet paper and their 
tents will leak too.

Grumble…grumble… 

Not every canoeist in the parks this summer may be a good paddler but you can bet every one of 
them is very adept at using a computer. 

According to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources website, there are more than twice as 
many people trying to book online than ever before.  

We’ve been trying to book sites in Killarney for July since February and haven’t had any luck. The 
booking website (for dates exactly 6 months ahead) opens at 7:00 AM and by 7:01 every site in the 
province’s top 5 parks is booked.

It’s frustrating to those of us who have been doing this all our lives…but the parks have always 
operated on a first come, first serve basis. It’s just another strange phenomenon that has come over 
us in this year of Covid. 

I’ve never seen so many people hiking on the local trails and almost all the cross country ski gear 
was sold out in November. And the winter has literally been, the best on record.   

We usually get enough crappy weather to discourage all but the hard core skiers…but not this year. 
The newbies have no idea of a normal winter of freezing rain and toes. Darn-it. Lol. 

Last summer we went canoeing in Algonquin Park on the Labour Day weekend and camped on 
Opeongo, one of the most popular lakes in the province. 

It was an eye opener for me. When we arrived there wasn’t a single parking place in the lot. We 
actually picked up and moved a few boat trailers sideways and managed to jam our cars in beside 
them. 
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When we got to the put-in dock we had to wait for three other parties to push off before there was any 
room and there were dozens of canoes on the lake waiting to land. There was an air of urgency and 
aggression hovering over all of us. 

So much for the bliss of setting off into the wilderness. 

After paddling less than an hour we came to a vacant site and grabbed it. It was the first empty one we 
had seen and, although we didn’t know it then, it turned out to be the best site on the lake.

One of the great aspects of the site was a front-porch-raised-lookout over the paddling route. Over the 
next three days we sat and watched dozens and dozens of canoes coming and going. 

One of the most interesting things was listening to the different languages being spoken and the 
various hues of skin colours. Most of them did not look like Bill Mason (google him) or me.

I remember canoeing in Algonquin as a child and I don’t ever remember seeing anyone who wasn’t 
white. My childhood memory also recalls red or green cedar-canvas or very noisy aluminum 
Grumman canoes. 

Last September, many if not most of the people we saw were not white. I saw a huge variety and 
colours of canoes and even saw one that was paisley.  

Some of the paddlers were wearing ball or Tilley hats and some were wearing turbans. Many of the 
paddlers were clearly beginners (switching sides every stroke) and we even saw a couple of paddlers 
who were clearly confused. The guy at the front was sitting facing the guy at the back! We called them 
over to see if they wanted some instruction (aka how to paddle a canoe) and they were very grateful. 

It was a crazy weekend and no dry or dead wood anywhere…but somehow every site had a campfire 
and we heard lots of laughing and conversations. Everyone was having a good time.

The group we tried to help paddle were evicted by a Park Ranger the next morning because they were 
not camped on a site (there weren’t any!). When they passed us on their way out, they were still 
brutally inefficient paddlers, but full of good cheer. 

Isaac shared a hearty “whoop-whoop” with these turban wearing paddlers and one of them shouted in 
a strong accent, “This is my first time EVER and I am loving this!!!!” 

That day I changed my mind about who properly belongs in a canoe. The joyous shout-out from the 
evicted paddler, made my entire trip worthwhile.   

When I (Andrea really) sit at the computer trying to book a site online this year…I need to remember 
the joy I have found in spending much of my life in the wilder places. Understandably, others are 
discovering it too. They are getting on the booking website, before us, every day!   

Maybe this will ultimately turn out to be a good thing for all of us who love being outdoors. 
Potentially, this pressure on finding room in natural places caused by Covid, could result in the 
creation of more public parks than we have ever had before. 

Who’d a thunk that the pandemic might have created a whole new outdoor adventuring-era that 
included everyone?  



Jean Isabel Jones   (nee Miller)  - 1921-2021 - Born in Islington 1921, went 
home peacefully March 5, 2021 in Barrie. Cherished wife of Merle Jones 
(predeceased), survived by brother Bob (May), sister-in-law Phyllis Jones, 
children Louise (Terry) Ainsworth, Kirk (Kelly), Larry (Nancy), grandchildren 
Colleen (Jamie), Sean (Kristin), Rose, Alex (Tyler), greatgrands, and many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by parents John and Isabel Miller, siblings 
Louise Elvey (Bill Greaves), Kathleen (Val) Lecomte,"Jack" John   (Tina), Cam 
(Tryntje). 

Jean moved to Collingwood with her family when she was ten where she spent 
most of her life. She was a brilliant student, a beloved wife, a devoted mother, 
grandma and great-grandma; she had much joy in time spent with immediate 
and extended family. She was always a faithful a part of many aspects of life 
within her church family. Jean won various trophies for her excellent academic 
work. She was a valued member of the Shipyard office staff until her first child 
was born. A few years later in life she was a World Book Representative for 
many decades, well into her seventies. Jean was also greatly involved in Home 
and School, civic, and charity groups, and worked hard to improve the lot of 
humanity. She loved travel, books, words and people, and wrote more letters 
than anyone known. Jean will be remembered as a quiet, kind and gentle 
person, generous with her time and talents. Jean sang in the choir and loved 
many hymns of faith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPsxqQsnzJA

Celebration of life to be held in Collingwood at a future date, when Covid 
restrictions have eased. Please keep in touch so we can notify you of the date.

Donations in memoriam may be made to Trinity United Church, Collingwood 
https://www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca/ways-to-give or Sleeping Children 
Around the World, http://www.scaw.org/#scawhome.

Jean Isabel (Miller) Jones
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March Community Dinner Pick-Up & Delivery
March 17,  4:30 - 6 p.m.

Delivery option will continue in March. All you need to do is email office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or phone 
the church office at 705 445-3901 to be on the list. Make sure you tell us your address and how many there are in 
the house. Also, if you are able to deliver meals, please contact the office at 705 445-3901. Thanks from Barb 
Sneyd.

Trinity Community Dinner
Part of the Outreach and Social Action Committee

With no sign-up sheets in the Banquet Hall, we have had to adjust to our “take-out dinners” and purchasing all of 
our ingredients and packaging. However, the congregation has really stepped up and accelerated their givings to 
support the ongoing Community Dinner Program.
There have also been a large number of community sponsors who have come on board as our program has moved 
from 80 dinners in the spring to 100 dinners in the summer and fall and to the 120 dinners (and growing) this 
winter. 

Here is a Big Thanks to:

The Caesar Bar for their supplies especially the crepe mix that made 250 crepes for the February Dinner.

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 63 for their pantry supplies, when they had to clear it to make room for the 
Auxiliary Hospital due to COVID-19. 

The Retired Teachers of Ontario for our share of the $1000 donation to support the dinners at All Saints Anglican, 
1st Presbyterian and Trinity United Churches.

The Blue Mountain Village Foundation grant for $1000, that was set up to meet the accelerated needs of the 
vulnerable members of our community.

Danielle and Kevin York for two months of individual pudding cup desserts.

The Trinity U.C.W. for another month of dessert squares.

Cobbs Bread Collingwood where Cathy Dorsey has enrolled Trinity in their program of donating surplus buns 
and breads.
This has been an exceptional year for the community dinner. Not only have we seen the numbers increase 
dramatically, but at Christmas we began delivering meals to some of our community. This has been so successful 
that we have continued it into 2021. As we plan for 150 meals in the month of March, we would be remiss in not 
thanking the many volunteers who make this meal possible. We have attempted to compartmentalize each step in 
the purchasing, production, packaging and delivery of meals to the community to meet COVID-19 guidelines. 
With fewer hands at any one time, over a longer time we have been able to continue to meet the growing 
community need.
Thank you to everyone
Barb Sneyd
Editor’s Note: We thank Barb for all her dedication to Outreach and welcome the new Chair - Ray Piercy who 
needs no introduction. Barb will continue to serve Outreach’s Community Dinner and Crock Pot Program.
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Throughout the pandemic Trinity’s bells continue 
to be rung on Sunday mornings thanks to Beth 
Theis. On Thursday March 11, Mike rang our 
bells at 11:35 a.m. for three minutes to mark one 
year since the pandemic was declared.

Winter Is Still Here
Trinity’s Winter Warming Closet needs:

Warm coats / jackets  •  Mittens / gloves  •  Toques / hats  •  Boots

Clean and in good condition
and

New warm socks

During the pandemic, Mike and Cathy are setting up a rack of items for folks to claim on 
Community Dinner Night.

If you have items to donate, please phone the church office to arrange drop-off time (705 
445-3901) or call Mike on his cell at 705 344-5757.

Search Team For New Minister

Ray Piercy 705 445-4740 

John Brown 705 446-0767 

Jane Earthy 705 888-2207

Sue Edmunds 705 444-5688

David Fletcher 705 443-8324

Mary Ellen McNaught 705 443-8304

Dawn Myers 705 444-3126

Rev. Brian’s request from Region 8 to extend his retirement date from April 5 to June 27 has been approved.

Our information is now on the Church Hub so the search 
for a new minister now involves the team reviewing and 
contacting potential candidates. 
Do you know a minister from your previous experience 
who might be a good candidate? Let us know! If you 
have any questions or suggestions for the committee, 
please do not hesitate to give one of us a call.



Do you have a finished shawl at home? We’re 
hoping to invite the congregation to bless our latest 
group of shawls in a service taping next week. If you 
have one ready for blessing, please contact Beth 
about getting it to her house, near the church, in the 
next week or so. Telephone 705 627 2606 or email 
beth.theis@alumni.utoronto.ca

- Barbara Downie, Mary Elizabeth Piercy, Beth Theis 

  March, April, May 2021 Edition
 
Our Daily Bread is a daily devotional guide with 
a simple scripture reading and message for each 
day.  These are normally available in the narthex 
of the Church but in order to provide access, 
Mary Elizabeth has them at home.  She would be 
happy to safely deliver them to all who are 
interested.   Please contact her at home 
7 0 5 - 4 4 5 - 4 7 4 0 o r h e r e - m a i l 
maryelizabethpiercy@gmail.com or through the 
Church office, 705-445-3901

Thinking About Broadview?

A magazine that publishes articles we are 
unlikely to find in any other source. The group 
rate is $25 for eight issues. Make your cheque 
payable to “Broadview” and place in an 
envelope then deliver to the office or drop in the 
mailbox near the door facing north on Maple. 
Cash is also accepted. Be sure to include your 
mailing address. Deadline - May 31.

     Joan Boughton
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Some United churches are among the Covid casualties.  True that Trinity was able to weather 
the financial storm in 2020 that accompanied Covid but that is mainly due to the government 
funds that supported us to the tune of $55,000. There is no guarantee at this time the same level 
of support will occur in 2021.

Donating To Trinity 
With our services on line, Trinity’s revenue is experiencing the expected impact but there are 
ways we can continue our support.
One way we are continuing to support Trinity during this critical time is through PAR or pre-
authorized remittance. It is a monthly contribution.
Our thanks to Secretary Ruth Crittenden who passes on the information below: 
When determining the amount for your monthly contribution, you need to decide how much you 
want to give to the church per year and then divide by twelve. Don’t go by the amount you 
would give in a four week period as that amount would give the church less than dividing the 
total per year by twelve....and thus less than you would normally give.
You can give to three categories if desired: General, Mission and Service, and Stewardship.
If you wish to top up your givings at any time or give to any other funds, this can be done with a 
special PAR envelope or an envelope of your own, but not your current boxed envelopes as your 
number will change.
PAR comes out of your bank account around the 20th of each month.
Mail the original void cheque and form to:
Ruth Crittenden
32 Carmichael Cres.
Collingwood ON L9Y 4R7
Note: The PAR form is attached in Word in this mailing for your convenience. Our 
number of PAR contributors is now 53. Why not join PAR?

Church Envelopes for 2021
There will be a change this year as to how we deal with our boxes of envelopes.  
We ask that if you have envelopes from 2020, you continue to use the 2020 envelopes in 2021.  Normally we 
ask the opposite!  Many are giving monthly, rather than weekly now, so hopefully there will be some extra 
envelopes remaining in your current 2020 supply.  Just change the date and continue to send them in as you 
have been doing during this Covid-time.  I will not be rearranging any of the numbers for 2021 or assigning 
them to someone else.  Your number will remain the same.
Some newly ordered envelopes, with no date and no assigned numbers, will be available early in the new 
year, should you run out of envelopes. Of course, you can donate using any envelope, at any time, using your 
name and/or your number (if using just your number, be sure it is the correct number.)
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at:
ruth.crittenden2978@gmail.com
Thank you! Ruth Crittenden

E-transfers
E-transfers have been made easier for you. You can simply send your e-transfer to the new office 
email:  office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca and your funds will automatically be deposited to the 
church bank account. No longer a need for a fact finding question.  You will receive an e-mail back 
from your bank that your funds have been deposited.  Please indicated in the message line where you 
would like your funds allocated.  Remember you may also give your donation in the way of PAR, 
PayPal, or by dropping off your church envelope in our new locked mail box located on the side of 
the church beside the door facing north on Maple.
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Spiritual Committee

Spiritual Committee thanks Heather Ferguson for looking after our scripture readers for several years 
but Heather has served notice she is ready to pass the torch. If you can help, please let me know at 
johnbrown5@rogers.com or 705 446-0767. If you think you might be able to help but want more 
details, then give me a call. If you just want to chat, that’s fine too. 

Spiritual welcomes Marg Holroyd who will be our Pew Pals Coordinator and Linda Murphy who will 
be Spiritual Outreach Coordinator. Also, our new secretary is Joan Rainbird-Sharp. Thank you Joan 
and thanks to Beth Theis for filling this important role in the recent past.

Lenten Study Group

We are holding an online Lenten study Tuesday evenings 
February 23, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 7–8:30 pm. As 
suggested by Mary Elizabeth Piercy, we will be using the 
United Church resource for Lent 2021, Faith On the Move: 
Daily Reflections On Hope and Change. Rev Brian has 
ordered four copies for the church and the cost is around 
$16.00. If you want one of these copies please let him know. 
  It is also available as an ebook or you can order it yourself 
(cost would be around $28) at https://ucrdstore.ca/products/
faith-on-the-move-daily-reflections-on-hope-and-change  
The less expensive option is to purchase it as an ebook for 
$7.95.
https://ucrdstore.ca/collections/ebooks/products/faith-on-the-
move-e-book-daily-reflections-on-hope-and-change  

The Grey Grannies
Support the Grey Grannies who are 
helping Grandmothers in Africa who are 
raising their orphaned grandchildren. 
Order Hot Cross Buns made from scratch 
at the Thornbury Bakery Cafe by March 
26 and pick them up in time for Easter. A 
package of 6 costs $16.50 and 15% will 
go to Grey Grannies. Mention the group 
when you order. Phone 519 599-3311 or 
visit www.thornburybakerycafe.com 
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A Big "Thank You" to Trinity
Our Church has been so generous during the "Coldest Night Of The Year" 
event this year as demonstrated by the donations, the walkers who 
participated and the welcoming space provided by Trinity where the 
Committee could hand out toques. 
Together we have raised over $190,000 for the Barbara Weider House, far 
exceeding our expectations. I want to thank everyone of you for the 
incredible support of this campaign which will brighten the future for our 
less fortunate youth in the Collingwood area. These funds will go a long 
way in helping to expand our programs to benefit the whole community.
Thank you again!
Mary Ellen McNaught



Prayer Chain Ministry

Trinity has a Prayer Chain ministry, a group of people who include in their regular prayers anyone on our “Special 
Prayers List”. 

The List is shared with members of the Spiritual Committee, and often also shared in our worship service. In the 
worship service only first names are read out.

Details shared with the Prayer Chain and Spiritual Committee can be 
Name, or first name only, or you can request prayers without a name (listed as “Anonymous”) 
Details (such as a named injury, illness, bereavement or other difficulty), 
or 
prayers can be requested without details, 
or with a general statement like “health issue”.

To request prayers for yourself or someone else, please get in touch with our
Prayer Chain contact: 

Ramona Van Slyke
 705-445-3702
sewjoyce@hotmail.com

Trinity From Above - George Czerny



Next deadline for Trinity News 
is April 14. Send items to 
johnbrown5@rogers.com  

Trinity United Church: Collingwood  
Minister: Rev. Dr. Brian Goodings trinityminister@bmts.com 

Cell Phone: 705 441-0561 

Hospital Visitor: B J Hunter 705 444-7295 

Ministry of Music: Paul Sloan, 705 730-3121 (cell) 

Sunday School:  

Handbell Director: Maryellen Burgess, 705 443-1422 (cell) 

UCW President: Joy Barr, 705 445-0726 

Custodian: Michael White 1 705 344-5757 

Office Assistant: Lori Forsythe 705 445-3901 

Church Office: office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 

140 Maple Street, Collingwood, ON   L9Y 2P8 
Tel: 705 445-3901 

 Website: www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 

Trinity News: johnbrown5@rogers.com  

OurThanks To Trinity News Sponsors
Collingwood Toyota
collingwoodtoyota.ca

Fawcett Funeral Homes
fawcettfuneralhomes.com

Greenland Int’l Consulting Engineers
grnland.com
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