
 
 

March 14, 2021     -     “Setting Up Camp”     -     Mark 9:2-13  
 

OPEN 

 
Do you like camping?  This past Monday was a significant day for camping in 
BC parks!  The reservation system was open.  Surprise, surprise – the website 
was overwhelmed!  (read more)  Now, there are certainly some people who will 
not want to “set up camp” this summer.  However, camping remains popular, 
even a passion for many British Columbia. 
 

 
 
Today, from the book of Mark, we are examining a story about one of Jesus’ 
followers who was eager to set up camp – to put up three tents.  In our current 
series “Follow Me: The Call of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark” we have 
considered selected sections of Jesus’ miracles, parables, and teaching.  This 
includes the teaching about His suffering which was hard for His followers to 
hear.  Much to the dismay of the disciples, Jesus was increasingly more 
focused on His crucifixion and resurrection. 
 
As a result, there was a growing confusion with His disciples. “While their 
Master was preaching the cross they had been dreaming of crowns.”  (The 
Training Of The Twelve, A. B. Bruce, Kregel, 1988, 197)   
 
One crucial point in this journey to the cross is recorded in Mark 9.  It is the 
story of the Transfiguration.  About this event, A. B. Bruce wrote, “it’s grandeur 
oppresses and stupefies;  its mystery surpasses our comprehension;  it’s glory 
is ineffable” (i.e. too great to be expressed in words)!  Despite this, we are 
going to try use some words to gain some understanding of the Transfiguration 
of Jesus, and how this truth applies to following Him.   

DIG 

 
Please read Mark 9:2-13 and consider the following questions… 
 

• Why is the reference to six days important?  This makes a connection 
to Jesus’ teaching about His suffering with His glory that was to come.   

 

• Why did Jesus take only Peter, James, and John?  They had already 
been the only ones to attend the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:37).  
So, there was connection to Jesus’ resurrection power. 

 

• Why was Jesus “transfigured”?  The term Mark used was 
“metamorphosis” and the description is physical – Jesus clothes appeared 
as “dazzling white” (v.3).  Obviously, it speaks to Jesus’ absolute purity and 
provides a connection to His victory (see Philippians 2:10-11). 

 

• Why were Moses and Elijah present?  This was a connection to the Law 
and Prophets, which are critical for the whole of God’s redemptive plan.  
Additionally, consider their deaths.  Moses, though 120, was still seeing well 
and physically strong when he died (Deuteronomy 34:7).  Elijah was caught 
up into heaven in a chariot of fire (II Kings 2:11).  However, Jesus was on a 
pathway to suffer the pain and humiliation of the cross.  Might it have been 
that Moses and Elijah comforted Jesus? 

 
The Transfiguration is not an isolated incident – it is connected to other events 
in the Bible.  For this reason, it helps to teach us about God’s redemption of 
man from two common human tendencies. 
 
 
ONE:   Faced with God’s glory humans tend to institutionalize   
 
Notice that Peter wanted to “set up camp” – to set up three tents (v.5).  Notice 
also that he didn’t know what he was saying – they were terrified (v.6)!  Peter’s 
first thought was to contain God’s glory.  What was he missing?  He did not 
fully appreciate that God’s glory in Christ was standing before him! 
 
What should we do?  Listen to God’s affirmation - “this is My beloved Son’ 
listen to Him!” (v.7, cf. Mark 1:11)  We must come to see “Jesus alone” (v.8) 
and not get caught up in the trappings surrounding Him.  Yet as humans, we 
crave concrete forms.  Think of that time Israel was faced with God’s holiness 
at Sinai.  In response to Moses lingering in God’s presence, they opted to 
worship a golden calf (see Deuteronomy 32)!  But the departure from 
apprehending God’s glory to “setting up camp” is not always so significant. 
 
Some of the grandest buildings in history were built for God’s glory with the 
best intentions.  Yet these became religious institutions rather than vibrant, life-
giving centers of growth in Christ.  Our walk with Jesus becomes 
institutionalized when we are just going through the motions, serving Him in a 
cold mechanical manner. 

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/camping-reservations-bc-parks-website


Interestingly, the Smithsonian is already gathering items for a COVID-19 
display – items like personal protective equipment, test kits, ventilators. (read 
more)  Yes, humans long to have things of significance made more “concrete.”   
 
In The Sacred Romance (Thomas Nelson, 1997), authors Brent Curtis and 
John Eldredge write, “Very seldom are we ever invited to live out of our 
heart….Our external story is where we carve out the identity most others 
know….In the outer life we live from ought (I ought to do this) rather than from 
desire (I want to do this) and management substitutes for mystery.” (5-6) 
 
 
TWO:  Faced with God’s truth humans tend to rationalize   
 
It all started in the Garden of Eden.  In Genesis 3:1 Satan tried to manipulate 
God’s truth: “Did God really say?”  And in time, Adam and Eve began to 
rationalize what God had told them.  How do we see a twist of God’s truth at 
the time of the Transfiguration?  Bear in mind, Jesus did instruct them not to 
relate what they saw – which squares with Mark 8:30 – they “could not handle 
the truth”! 
 
Perhaps this was more a matter of misunderstanding than mishandling Jesus’ 
teaching.  Yet it is interesting how Peter, James, and John tried to get their 
head around what they had experienced.  Specifically, they were discussing 
“what rising from the dead meant” (v.10).  In Luke 9:31-32 Jesus discussed His 
redemptive work in Jerusalem with Elijah and Moses – His “exodos” or “death” 
(v.31).  In time Jesus would provide a greater rescue that the Exodus, which 
was God’s definitive redemptive act in the Old Testament. 
 
But it was clear that the disciples were trying to rationalize what Jesus said 
about His death and resurrection.  Verse 10 reveals their misunderstanding; 
verse 32 suggested they were not interested in correcting their mishandling of 
the truth! 
 
The disciples also questioned Jesus about the “messenger” or “Elijah” figure to 
come.  This was a promise from Malachi 3:1; 4:5.  Jesus confirmed this figure 
as John the Baptist (see also Matthew 17:13).  By explaining this, He was yet 
again pointing them to His suffering to come.  But this was a fact they were still 
trying to rationalize away. 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Great hoopla happened early this week following Oprah’s interview with 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.  A mere 17.1 million viewers tuned in in 
order to get a glimpse into the inner workings of the royal family. 
 
In a far, far greater way the Transfiguration of Jesus helps us peer into the 
amazing, eternal plan of God to send a Redeemer! 

The Transfiguration gives new meaning to the phrase, “the ordinary is 
punctuated by the ineffable!”  This was an inexpressibly glorious affirmation of 
the mission of Jesus to suffer and die for our sins.  And it came to the most 
unlikely of followers…which gives hope for you and for me! 
 
 
Consider these questions for your own journey of following Jesus… 
 
 

• Can you think of ways your relationship with Jesus has become 
institutionalized?  For example, do you just “go through the 
motions” of prayer?  Or do you rely on the events of the church for 
your personal growth rather than engage personally with Jesus? 
 
 

• Can you think of ways in which you have rationalized God’s truth?  
Are paying attention when God says of Jesus, “listen to Him!”  For 
example, when Jesus tells you to be His witness, do you find ways 
to reimagine this into a task that is more comfortable?    
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