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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS OF VICTORIA 

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 

 

  

Attendance:  The attendance sheet is filed in the church office. 

Minutes:  Bud Henning (Secretary). 

 

 

1.   CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 Welcome  

Joanne Solomonson (Chairperson) called the meeting to order at 11:40 AM and 

acknowledged with respect and gratitude that we gather on the traditional unceded territory of 

the Tsartlip and Lekwungen peoples, including the Songhees, Esquimalt, and W’sanec First 

Nations, and our responsibility to work toward greater justice and equity in reconciliation with 

Indigenous peoples and with respect for these lands. 

 

On April 21, 2020, the Solicitor General of B.C. issued Ministerial Order M116 

ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE AT CORPORATE MEETINGS (COVID-19) under the 

Emergency Program Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 111, s. 10.  Under this emergency order, our 

church has the option of conducting our AGM virtually.  We have elected to use ZOOM 

software for this purpose.  

Angela Chorney and Tarynn McKenzie are acting as scrutineers at this meeting; Pastor Lyle 

McKenzie is recording the names of people participating. 

 

1.2 Opening Devotions – Pastor Lyndon Sayers. 

 

2.   QUORUM   

The congregation’s bylaws state that twenty-five (25) voting members shall constitute a 

quorum.  Pastor Lyle McKenzie announced that sixty-seven (67) members are in online 

attendance, enabling Joanne Solomonson to declare a quorum. 

 

3.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

In preparing for today’s AGM, the Council Executive became aware that the proposed bylaw 

amendments were not circulated in the appropriate time frame.  According to our bylaws, 

these amendments should have been circulated thirty (30) days prior to the congregational 

meeting where they were to be considered, but unfortunately these amendments were 

circulated only sixteen (16) days in advance. As a result, Item 9.1 Adoption of Bylaw and 

Constitution revisions must be withdrawn from the Agenda as circulated.  A Special 

Congregational Meeting will need to be called to deal with the proposed amendments. The 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0116_2020
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0116_2020
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Council Executive apologizes for this oversight and thanks the congregation for its 

understanding.  

 

Motion:  That the agenda as circulated be approved after deleting Item 9.1.  MSC 

 

4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

Motion:  That the minutes of March 8, 2020 Annual General Meeting be approved as 

circulated.  MSC 

 

5.   BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – None. 

 

6.  REPORTS 

 

6.1 Pastors’ Reports – There were no questions or comments relating to the co-pastors’ 

respective reports. 

 

6.2 Chairperson’s Report – Joanne Solomonson congratulated the congregation on its 

resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic and thanked the congregation and the staff for 

their support of the Congregational Council. 

 

6.3 Nominations Report – Joanne Solomonson, Jeanie Stann, and Bud Henning constituted 

the Nominations Committee.  Their report and list of nominees is contained in the 

Congregational Annual Report distributed before this meeting.  

 

Three times Jeanie Stann called for additional changes, nominees, or volunteers, but none 

were offered. 

 

Motion:  That the printed slate of nominations be approved as circulated.  MSC 

 

Statements of appreciation were made:  

• to those leaving their respective positions:   

Joanne Solomonson (Chairperson) 

Gerry Saleski (Vice-Chairperson) 

Bud Henning (Secretary) 

John Baty, Ruth Berg, and Nicky Ni (Care for Communities) 

Char Holcroft and Florentien Verhage (Education) 

Wes Solomonson (Trustees) 

Jeanie Stann (Worship) 

Don Storch (St Luke’s Joint Planning Committee) 

Carol Tastad (Social Justice Committee) 

• to those who work in the church office:   
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Nicky Ni 

Donna Delaney 

Barry Walker 

• to Brian Wismath for his assistance in making the transition to online worship.   

The gift of a handmade wooden cross will be presented as appropriate in recognition of long-

term service.  

 

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

7.1 Report of the Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2020 – Rory Molnar (Treasurer) led a 

review of 2020 income and expenses.   

 

Considering the uncertain financial circumstances which the congregation faced as the 

pandemic began, the 2020 year-end surplus of $4385 is surprising.  In response to the new 

conditions, expenses were reduced significantly.  $10,000 grants from both the BC Synod 

and the Federal government helped put us over the top.  But most significant was the 

steadfast generosity of the congregation. 

 

Motion:  That the financial statements for 2020 be approved as circulated.  MSC 

 

Rory Molnar reminded everyone that Grant Thornton is professionally obligated to handle 

amortization differently from the way our church does.  That explains most of the differences 

between their figures and our own.  

 

Motion:  That the Review Engagement Report from Grant Thornton LLP be accepted.  

MSC 

 

7.2 Motion to appoint Grant Thornton to conduct the 2021-2023 Review Engagements – 

Rory Molnar reported that our three-year contract with Grant Thornton LLP is up for 

renewal.  

 

Motion:  That the firm of Grant Thornton LLP be appointed to conduct Review 

Engagements for three years beginning with 2021.  MSC 

 

7.3 Budget for 2021 – Rory Molnar led a review of the proposed congregational budget for 

2021.  Although no one knows what the new normal will look like, we start the year 2021 with 

some optimism.  The total number of pledges is down, but the total amount pledged is up.  

The rent from the new ten-year lease of our Lower Hall to Shelbourne Community Kitchen 

is significant; other rental income will be modest.  We also have another $10,000 grant from 

the Federal government.  Our proposed budget anticipates a $9000 surplus for 2021.   

 

Motion:  That the budget for 2021 be approved as circulated.  MSC 
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8.   BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

8.1 Questions or comments to the reports – Joanne Solomonson asked if there were any 

questions for the Board and Committee chairs about their reports, but there were none. 

 

Motion:  That the Board and Committee Reports be accepted.  MSC 

 

9.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Adoption of Constitution and Bylaw revisions – Deleted from Agenda. 

 

10.  CLOSING PRAYER – Pastor Lyle McKenzie.  

 

11.  ADJOURNMENT – Joanne Solomonson terminated the meeting at 12:20 PM.  

 

 

      Minutes Confirmed  Chair: ___________________________________ 

 

      Date: ________________ Secretary: ________________________________ 

 

 


