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James the Just: You Choose 
 
Favoritism is something that we all deal with in life, and at different times we experience it from 
both sides.  
 
Sometimes we are the guilty party showing favoritism. Maybe you realize it, maybe you don’t. 
Sometimes it’s intentional, sometimes it’s not. It’s one of those things that are ingrained in our 
society. It’s taught and practiced at every stage of life. You see it throughout history in every 
culture.  
 
Parents show favoritism to children, having one standard for some kids and another standard 
for the rest. Giving time and attention to one kid but not the other. Expecting more from one kid 
than another.  
 
Similarly you see favoritism in the workplace or school. Teacher’s pet, boss’s favorite, those 
who get a break over and over while others get the book thrown at them for the first offense. 
Some get time and attention from the teacher or boss while they are always too busy for others.  
 
You see favoritism everywhere you go. Holding the door open for a pretty girl but not and elderly 
woman…. Allowing the nice car to cut in from the turning lane but not the loud rusty one….. 
Talking to someone that is “cool” or “popular” while ignoring the people that everyone ignores. 
 
No one wants to be left out or feel like they are less important than others. Even if you don’t 
“think” that person would be interested, they likely don’t want to be left out or ignored. It hurts! 
 
Favoritism shows in our prejudices too. Do we treat people differently based on skin color? 
What about religion? Clothing? Age? Job? Social status? Name? 
 
Favoritism is a part of life….but it’s a pretty crummy part. It’s a part that hurts. While we may not 
always recognize favoritism when we are dishing it out, You sure recognize it when you are on 
the receiving end of it! 
 
I think if we examine our lives, we can all find areas where we tend to show favoritism, even if it 
is just a little bit.  
 
PRAY 
 
James 2:1 (NIV) 
1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism.  
 
There is no place for partiality or favoritism in the life of faith.  
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The word translated “favoritism” comes from two words—”to receive” and “face.” “To receive by 
face” is to evaluate a person on the basis of surface characteristics. James warns, “Don’t just 
look at a person’s face, or outward appearance. Don’t be biased in your judgment by clothing, 
wealth, or position!”  
 
Favoritism conflicts with the character of Jesus. The Lord of glory full of majesty, humbled 
Himself when He came to this earth so that He could identify with the poor and oppressed.  
 
Luke 4:18 (NKJV) 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 

 
When we show favoritism based on appearance, race, wealth, rank, or social status, it conflicts 
with character of Jesus who came to break down these very same barriers!  
 
Romans 2:11 (NIV) 

11 For God does not show favoritism. 
 
Ephesians 6:9 (NIV) 

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know 
that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with 
him. 

 
At this point in time, slaves had no rights legally and were treated as commodities. So as 
slavery was accepted abuse and mistreatment were also, but Paul is saying for a Christian the 
mistreatment is not acceptable.  
 
God is the master of both the owner and slave and He shows no favoritism. God is impartial, 
and views them both the same. 
 
If being more and more like Jesus is the goal, and He shows no favoritism, why would we?  
 
It even happens in the church! James gives us an example…. 
 
James 2:2-4 (NIV) 

2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in.3 If you show special attention to the man 
wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, 
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“You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,”4 have you not discriminated among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

 
James is talking about church! Suppose a man comes into your meeting...he is talking to Jewish 
believers that are scattered abroad, not one person but to all. James is referring to the general 
attitude of the church that assembles together. 
 
So picture a man walks in here, dressed to impress, nice suit, big gold ring, rolex, wife is all 
decked out in a nice dress with diamonds so big she can’t lift her arm. And I say, hey, you, I 
need you to move so this person can sit in the place of honor. They are important people! Most 
likely many people would greet them. 
 
I want them to feel accepted. I can picture it now, they are treated like royalty, maybe they will 
give us some of their royal treasure! It sounds ridiculous but things like that happen in churches 
today! As long as I’m here it won’t happen in this place if I can help it! They are welcome here 
but they get the same welcome and love as anyone else! 
 
That might not be real common in St. Elmo but this might be. Suppose someone comes in who 
is not dressed to impress, maybe they even just got done working and look a little rough but felt 
like hitting a church service before they head home.  
 
Would we tell that person “You can stand in the back by the wall” or “you can sit on the floor 
over there”. Maybe no one greets him. Would you treat that man as inferior to the rich man? 
God doesn’t show favoritism, and neither should we! 
 
What should happen (and what I hope and believe happens here) is that we treat all people the 
same, with the love of Christ. Love others as yourself. No favoritism! 
 
The reason favoritism is so common, is because people are simply applying the wrong values. 
We tend to value things by the way it looks, not only people but also possessions.  
 
If you look up the value of a car, it factors age, miles, condition and spits out an estimate value. I 
could have a 10-15 year old car that might only be valued at a couple thousand dollars that I 
would drive to California and back.  
 
The outward condition of that car might not be the best, but I know the inside, I know the engine 
is strong, maybe it has even been overhauled and runs like new. May value on that car would 
be different than someone elses because they are looking at the outside, we don’t have the 
same values.  
 
I don’t want a 5 year old car that had engine problems, give me the 10 year old car that runs like 
a champ! 
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We are quick to judge people when we use the wrong value system. When we use the world’s 
value system, we are attracted to power, status, beauty, we look at the outward appearance, 
when we do that we show favoritism. 
 
When we use God’s value system, He sees incredible value in each and every person. No 
matter the outward appearance, His love is the same and extends to everyone.  
 
John 3:16 (NIV) 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 
The WORLD, that is not this physical earth, it’s the inhabitants of the earth, His creation of man 
and woman. Jesus gave His life for ALL, not just the pretty ones…. 
 
James 2:4 (NIV) 

4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
 
When we show favoritism, we become judges, but not just judges, judges with evil thoughts! 
 
The symbol for Justice is always a blindfolded lady holding scales in her hand. Unable to see 
anyone because of the blindfold she is able to serve the cause of justice impartially. God is no 
respecter of persons. With Him there is no partiality. He expects us to make impartial judgments 
also or we are guilty of injustice. The attitude James opposed was plainly contrary to the Word 
of God. 
 
If a judge in a courtroom were to judge people strictly based on appearance, everyone would 
think that is wrong, he would be violating justice. Why is it any better for a Christian to accept or 
reject someone on the basis of their outward appearance? 
 
James 2:5-7 (NIV) 

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who 
love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are 
blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

 
This is not to say that God chooses the poor and not the rich, but He chooses the poor as well 
as the rich! God doesn’t look at our appearance or worldly social status…. 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV) 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 
rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 



5 

Theologian James Boice said:  
“In the perspective of Christ we are all poor; we are all underprivileged; we are all nobodies who 
only by his grace have become somebody in responding to the gospel? We of all people ought 
to go to those who have no stature in this world’s eyes so that as the gospel is preached and 
they respond to it they might find stature before God ” 
 
It’s time to wake up and realize that true value is only in eternal things. Nothing is more valuable 
than the salvation of one’s soul. That is why the price was so high, so high that there was only 
one who could pay it. Salvation is through Jesus alone as He purchased us with His perfect 
blood.  
 
What is so amazing about this purchase, is that He did it for all who would receive Him, there is 
no partiality, no one is disqualified! 
 
It even took Peter a while to understand that God does not show favoritism. After hearing from 
Cornelius, a lowly Gentile who God spoke to about salvation, Peter said this...  
 
Acts 10:34 (NIV) 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism. 
35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 
 
Favoritism is contrary to the Word of God! 
 
James 2:8-11 (NIV) 

8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” 
you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, 
“You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have 
become a lawbreaker. 

 
James calls the command to love your neighbor as yourself the royal law! This law is royal 
because it expresses the will of the King! It reveals what Jesus expects from us! That’s why 
when we love others, we do right, we are doing the will of God! 
 
“But if you show favoritism” we are given a choice. You may choose not to love others, you may 
choose to show favoritism instead, but the Word says if you do, you are committing sin, you are 
a law breaker! 
 
We choose to love, Jesus tells a parable about this choice.  
 
 
Luke 10:30-37 (NIV) 
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30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse 
you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
Here we see 2 religious people pass the beaten man by. They chose favoritism, they chose to 
ignore his need for help. The Samaritan, although culturally it would have been unthinkable for a 
Samaritan to help a Jew, chooses love. He stops and helps the beaten man.  
 
Jesus is showing that loving your neighbor involves showing care and compassion even to 
those who you would not typically have any relationship with.  
 
How many times have you been the priest or the Levite, choosing not to show love, maybe 
showing favoritism, or ignoring a situation altogether.  
 
Dont take for granted what you have been given. Blessings are from God, and we are blessed 
so that we can bless. 
 
Matthew 10:8 (NKJV) 

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have 
received, freely give. 

 
The same goes for love, Jesus showed you love regardless of your worthiness, showing no 
partiality but making it available to all.  
 
Who are you to take this free gift of love, and decide who you should share it with. Who are you 
to judge whether or not someone deserves it or not? Should we be so arrogant to think that we 
are really something, that this choice belongs to us? 
 
We are to be like Christ…..selfless! 
 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV) 
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3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others. 

 
This is the opposite of favoritism. Favoritism is rooted selfishness, what is best for me, which 
decision will benefit me? 
 
We are to do nothing out of selfish ambition, nothing out of pride pushing for our own way. 
Instead in humility value others above yourself.  
 
The only reason you are something, is because you have Jesus. He is Savior, He is King, He is 
powerful, He gives worth and value to a man. That should be a humbling thought.  
 
Because of that, shouldn’t we want that for others, valuing them above ourselves? Showing 
them love and compassion no matter who they are or what they have done? That’s what Jesus 
does! He put others before Himself when He went to the cross! He showed mercy…. 
 
James 2:12-13 (NIV) 

12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 
The law that gives freedom is the gospel. It’s the good news that now through Jesus, by the 
power of His Spirit, our hearts can be changed. He fulfilled the law and extended grace to us 
that in Him we are declared righteous! 
 
Christ extended this grace to us, showing us mercy but not giving us what we deserve (hell) but 
offering us eternal life in Him. We too should show mercy, not favoritism. We too should show 
grace and forgiveness. 
 
Hebrews 4:13 (NIV) 

13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

 
We should choose to love. Freely you receive, freely give. God is watching! 
 
How will you choose to respond today? How will you choose to respond the next time you are 
faced with the choice to show favoritism or love? 


