
Page 1 of 3 

 

-Necessity of an honest Holy Week- 

Date:  March 28, 2021 (Passion Sunday) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 15:1-47. 

2.  Subject:  Holy Week. 

3.  Topic:  necessity of the reflection on our sins. 

4.  Aim:  educate. 

5.  Proposition:  “We dare not avoid Holy Week, however uncomfortable it is.” 
 

WE MUST WALK THE PATH OF HOLY WEEK 

 

 Holy Week has begun.  It is as if Christendom is the star in a horror movie.  

We are walking down a dark hallway, at the end of which there is a heavy 

wooden door.  We all know that there is a monster behind the door and yet we 

open it anyway.  We all know the monster will attack.  At this point in the movie, 

we are not allowed to see the hero rescuing us.  We can only walk down that 

corridor and open the door to the terror of Good Friday. 

 

 This fearful annual pilgrimage cannot be avoided.  We dare not even try to 

avoid it.  In fact, our salvation demands that we embrace this journey.  Yes, this 

week is filled with dread and we cannot glimpse the hope yet to come.  But 

Christ’s disciples must plunge themselves into this dark reality.  It is only by 

embracing such truths that we can truly experience the reality of Easter Day.   

 

 But before we can proclaim such dark realities with the thunderous voices 

of the prophets, we have to accept the fact that Jesus chose his fate.  He allowed 

himself to be tortured and beaten.  He chose his crucifixion.  You see, if Jesus had 

the power to escape the mob at Nazareth, he surely had the power to escape the 

Romans in Gethsemane.1  Jesus chose his own execution.   

 

 But why?  Our answer is practiced and well known:  Jesus chose to take on 

the sins of humanity so that humanity might be freed to live eternally.  Jesus chose 

to take on our death, so that we might experience eternal life.  This we all know, 

for the Bible tells us so. 

 

 However, most of the time most people actually believe that Jesus died 

because of the sins of humanity up to the time of his death.  It was because they 

 
1 Luke 4:24-34.   
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had been and were sinful that Jesus chose to die.  Jesus took on their penalty and 

we just get the benefit of it today.  After all, none of us is so bad as they were back 

then.  None of us would have beaten Jesus.  None of us would have denied him, 

like Peter did.  None of us would ever betray Jesus like Judas did.  It was their 

sins back then that created the need.  Today we just get the added benefit of 

Christ’s crucifixion.   

 

 This is not the truth.  Jesus died once and for the sins of all humankind 

throughout all time.  He chose to be executed back then because of our sins today 

and because of the sins of the generations yet unborn.  The death of God is so 

monstrous and hideous that salvation is created for all humanity, including those 

uncounted millions of people before Jesus’ execution and all the uncounted 

billions until the end of time.   

 

 Every year Holy Week forces us to examine our own role in Jesus’ choice.  

It is not because of someone else’s sins that Jesus died.  It was because of my sins, 

because of the sins of each of us. The terror behind the door is each one of us, as 

we nail our God to that awful tree.   

 

 This is part of the core of our faith.  This is the reality of Holy Week and 

especially of Good Friday.  This week we walk inexorably to that door and open 

it to reveal that we are the monsters who created the need for Christ’s crucifixion.   

 

 Would that the Church could remove this reality from you!  Would that the 

bishop could wave his crozier and the barrier to Easter Sunday would melt away!  

But this is not the way salvation works.  Such is not the way of Christ. 

 

 Take time this week to embrace the truths of Holy Week.  Reflect upon those 

parts of your own life that drove Jesus to the cross.  For some, it might be racism 

or prejudice.  For others, emotional or physical violence.  You might have to 

confess to jealousy or envy.  For others, the burden might be greed or sexual 

immorality.   

 

 Do not take on all your sins all at once.  The entire week is Holy Week, so 

just examine one aspect of your life at a time.  And do not wallow in self-pity.  
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Holy Week is not about making you feel bad about yourself.  It is all about an 

honest self-appraisal.  Honesty and humility are the lenses of Holy Week.   

 

 Some will be tempted to dismiss such spiritual counsel by labelling this 

sermon as “fire and brimstone”—and such people are convinced that this kind of 

sermon is now totally out of fashion.  But we have not mentioned hell or 

damnation.  The only consequences of sin we have examined are the 

consequences on the choice of Jesus.  This sermon is not about your eternal 

future—it is about who you are in the here and now.  It is about the choice of 

Christ based on who we are.  It is all about preparing to celebrate the Sunday of 

the Resurrection. 

 

 So, do not shy away from Holy Week.  Walk down that long corridor, but 

just take it one step at a time.  If you need support, talk to a mature Christian, 

someone who can share the walk with you.  As uncomfortable as it may be, 

embrace this week and its journey. 

 

 AMEN.   


